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"We can easily forgive a child who is afraid of the dark; the real tragedy of life is when men are 

afraid of the light." - PLATO

How do I start this, or say, end this? I am hereby writing my very last editorial, and what 

thoughts do I have? What should I really write to influence young minds? Will my efforts as 

Editor-in-Chief be worth it? I am full of questions, and that should be the only constant. The art 

of questioning and the guts to answer—these are the two concepts we intend to promote. My 

responsibility as the Editor-in-Chief of this very magazine is not only to embrace ideologies or 

give my opinion on them, but rather to provide every student with a perspective.

Politics is much more than current events or ideologies. It exists within us; it's a part of us. When 

we limit ourselves to a certain definition, we find ourselves inferior in front of the totality of the 

concept. As I mentioned, questions should be asked of ourselves and the people responsible for 

everything. If we do not question those in authority today, we will lose the right to do so one 

day. This world is very real, and coherent sentences are exactly what bring them out of the dark. 

With time, I have realized that the real tragedy is when people don't intend to care, as I 

mentioned in my last editorial.

What makes politics an important part of the school culture? Politics is an example of reasonable 

rebellion and honest journalism. It doesn't only provide each person with a voice but also provides 

the school with genuine reports on aspects people don't tend to talk about. Politics justifies the 

whole point of questioning, and for me, the implementation of thoughts should start from my 

side.

Politics this year has instilled in everyone the importance of embracing the culture of expressing 

oneself. The less we do it, the farther we are from reality. I will leave this magazine, but what 

will stay is this publication. I don't need to mention it, but I am the first one to whom it offers a 

voice. I am indebted to this magazine, and all I know about politics is because there is a certain 

responsibility I carry. Politicia, in its last edition of the year, tries to provide each person with a 

chance to speak their heart out about what they feel about what's happening in the world. We 

have come out with a longer edition, and we intend to double up on participation. There is no 

point if only board members write articles, but we need to include the actual public opinion. I 

hope, after I leave, things only change for the better, and I am pretty certain about it.

Now, to conclude my tenure, I would say that the magazine has given me enough time to reflect. 

It was because of this very magazine that I got a chance to rethink my political stance, and I 

would say that I am very thankful for its existence. As Editor-in-Chief, my goal has always been 

to instill in everyone's minds that nothing is permanent, not even democracy, so it's time to 

buckle up. I will end this by saying that light can only be shown to those who can find their way 

to the truth.

Never Stop.

Signing Off

Agastya Raj Pahwa
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Benjamin Netanyahu was born on 21st October 

1949, in Tel Aviv Israel. As all Israelis do, he 

completed his mandatory military service, where 

he served in the special forces and participated 

in the War of Attrition, Operation Grift and the 

Yom Kippur War. His education includes the 

highly reputed Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology. 

In 1988, Netanyahu returned to Israel following a 

short career in the United States, where he 

joined the Likud party. Being �uent in English, 

Netayahu rose to be the primary spokesperson of 

the Likud party for Israel in media interviews 

with CNN during the Gulf War. His story took its 

�rst major step when he came to lead the party 

following a leadership election in 1992 and 

emerged as the Leader of the Opposition in 1993. 

Finally in 1996, Netanyahu’s Likud formed a 

government through a coalition, opening a new 

window of opportunities for him. Eventually he 

became Prime Minister and led an eventful �rst 

term riddled with suicide bombings that 

questioned the validity of the 1993 Oslo Accords, 

riots that killed many in Jerusalem and a failed 

Mossad operation in Jordan that sent the Israeli-

Jordanian relations plummeting. During his term, 

Netanyahu took large strides towards economic 

liberalisation, but most in his party and in Israel 

felt that he was too right wing and lost public 

support following corruption charges. Finally, this 

culminated in his loss in the 1999 election.

The following decade saw Netanyahu, initially 

evading politics however in the 2003 elections he 

returned to politics with his position as Finance 

Minister under Prime Minister Ariel Sharon. Some 

viewed this to be a move by Sharon to keep 

Netanyahu from becoming a political threat due 

to his effectiveness in the foreign ministry. In 

2005, he returned to the top spot of the Likud 

Party and subsequently secured the post of 

leader of the opposition.

In 2009, Netanyahu’s decade long reign as Prime 

Minister began with Likud’s coalition with the 

Labour party. His meteoric rise ushered an era of 

great political change for Israel’s policy on 

Palestine, Iran and Jerusalem among other 

issues. One of his major endorsements was the 

Arab Peace Initiative, a proposal from the Arab 

league to end the Arab-Israeli Con�ict at the 

Beirut Summit. In 2014, unrest in Gaza prompted 

Netanyahu to authorize Operation Protective 

NETANYAHU 
THE COMEBACK 

KING

Benjamin Netanyahu has been one of the most polarising figures of the 21st Century. From 

2009 to 2021 Netanyahu was the Prime Minister of the state of Israel. During the time 

Netanyahu oversaw a gradual shift in the nation's foreign policy. In his time, Netanyahu was 

at the centre stage of the peace building process with the Arabs and in the everlong conflict 

with the Palestenians. All seemed well and good for him, until 2021 where it all seemed to 

come crashing down in a legislative election. In a landslide change, Naftali Bennet replaced 

him with his coalition in an effort to bring new leadership to his nation. Benjamin Netanyahu 

had disappeared from the world until the 2022 Israeli legislative elections, whose results 

make Netanyahu's return inevitable. However, to understand where Israeli and in broader 

terms, Middle Eastern affairs are headed with Netanyahu's return, let's understand 

Netanyahu's history.

Unrest in lieu of the public anger following the 

kidnapping and murder of Israeli teenagers by 

Hamas. The ensuing Gaza war cost Israel 73 lives, 

and took 2,300 lives in Gaza. In his 5th term, he 

began extending relations to India, with PM 

Modi’s visit, and Netanyahu’s own visit.

As his 5th term came into being the COVID-19 

pandemic had rocked Israel and its economy, 

Moreover his notorious trial came into being for 

charges of corruption and forgery. This prompted 

nationwide protests against Netanyahu. In May 

2021, Hamas �red rockets on Israel from Gaza, 

which prompted Netanyahu to initiate Operation 

Guardian of the Walls that drew widespread 

international condemnation. Finally in a move by 

the Leader of the Opposition Yair Lapid and 

leader of the Yamina Alliance Naftali Bennet, 

Netanyahu was ousted from power after 12 years 

as PM. 

On the 1st of November 2022, Netanyahu won the 

2022 Israeli legislative election. This implies that 

Benjamin Netanyahu will most probably return to 

power in Israel under the capacity as Prime 

Minister. This would mean many things, 

especially when keeping in mind peace and 

stability between Israel and Hamas. Netanyahu’s 

extremely provocative policies prompt Hama to 

time and again attack Israel. Under Netanyahu, 

the Israeli response has been brutal and has 

proved decisive. This is alarming, since questions 

have been raised alongside International 

condemnation for Israel's blatant disrespect of 

human rights in the con�ict. It also raises 

concern about Iran, Netanyahu’s longstanding 

policy against Iran and its nuclear program raises 

eyebrows of the future, especially as the IAEA 

raises proposals of renewing the Iran Nuclear 

Deal. 

For now however, we can only introspect and 

imagine how the future of Israel can turn. The 

question is, will Netanyahu guide the Israelis 

through a peace process with Hamas or does the 

future of middle east peace lie in peril? 

Arush Kaintura, XI
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On the brighter side, a major 

doing of the summit has been the 

Paris Agreement. This is a legally 

binding international treaty on 

climate change. It was signed in 

2015 during COP 21 by more than 

190 countries. The main goal that 

the Parties aim at achieving by 

this agreement is to limit global 

warming to 1.5 degree celsius 

compared to pre-industrial levels. 

The agreement is undertaken as 

an important landmark because it 

was the �rst time when a binding 

agreement like this brought all 

the nations together to combat 

climate change and adapt to its 

effects. In relation to this, COP 26 

holds an equal weightage as that 

was the time for the countries to 

update their plans after the 

pandemic. This was because the  

commitments made back in 2015 

weren’t anywhere near to what 

was thought.

What calls for COP 27 with utter 

importance are the several 

disasters that the world has 

witnessed lately. Massive �ooding 

in Pakistan and Nigeria, droughts 

in Africa and the Western parts of 

the United States, cyclones in the 

Caribbean and heat waves across 

three different continents all 

show in which direction the 

climate changes are going. At this 

stage, it is this decade which will 

decide whether we win or lose the 

global climate �ght. For this, 

greenhouse emissions will have to 

be slashed by 45 percent by the 

end of the decade to cap global 

warming at 1.5 degrees. Warming 

beyond this level would prove to 

be dangerous as this could push 

down the Earth towards an 

unlivable hothouse state.

Keshav Agarwal 

XI

The climate of all the places around the world has become a serious issue with 

even more concern post Covid-19 and the resumption of all the daily activities. 

What’s strange is that the concern about climate is known to each and every 

youth. And still we face the issue of global warming, �oods and droughts. Forums 

have been established and used over the years to solve this crisis. One of them is 

the Conference of the Parties (COP). It is the supreme decision making body of the 

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC).  All those 

which are Parties to the Convention are represented at COP. The forum is mainly 

for reviewing the implementation of the Convention and any other legal 

adoptions of the COP. The agendas of this summit are wide ranging and are 

somehow related to improving the deteriorating conditions of climate around the 

globe.

This year’s summit (COP 27) is being hosted by the Government of the Arab Republic 

of Egypt from 6th to 18th November with a lot of aspirations in each and every 

representative’s mind. The main motive of this year’s summit (COP 27) is mainly 

focusing on actions towards achieving the several climate related goals set under 

the Paris Agreement and the Convention. 

So far, the Conference of the Parties has held 14 meetings since its birth. The  

approaches that have been made in these meetings are not just political in nature 

but economical as well. There have been times when the representatives of 

different countries have even failed to come to a common consensus on issues that 

have been lasting for almost a decade now. COP 20 for instance had the spotlight on 

agriculture. This involved discussions on investment on smart technologies for 

better progress in the �eld. But what came into question was the deteriorating 

�nancial conditions of the underdeveloped countries and the potential of the 

United Nations in helping them.
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INDIA: BY-
ELECTIONS 2022

UTTAR PRADESH

BJP’s candidate is the son of late Arvind Giri, the 

previous MLA, Aman Giri has won the by-election to the 

Gola Gokarannath seat in Lakhimpur Kheri. He defeated 

SP candidate Vinay Tiwari by a vote margin of 34,298 . He 

has broken the record of his father’s vote margin. BSP 

and Congress didn’t contest the by-poll, resulting in a 

straight �ght between BJP and SP. Mayawati had said 

that her party decided against contesting as Aman Giri, 

was expected to receive all the sympathy after the death 

of his father and sitting MLA Arvind Giri. The Congress 

party didn’t want to contest in the fear of cutting SP 

votes.

BIHAR

In Mokama of Bihar, the Neelam Devi of RJD, defeated 

BJP’s Sonam Devi by margin of 16,707. On the other seat, 

Gopalganj saw a very close contest, where Kusum Devi of 

BJP defeated RJD’s Mohan Gupta by a margin of 1,794. 

This is a prominent defeat for the JD(U)-RJD alliance as 

they had campaigned aggressively for the elections. 

Notably, it seems some of the alliance votes went 

towards AIMIM and Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP), 

bene�ting the lotus.

HARYANA

Bhavya Bishnoi of BJP won the by-election to the 

Adampur seat in Hisar district by over 15,000 votes. With 

this victory, Bhavya Bishnoi, the third generation of 

former chief minister Chaudhary Bhajan Lal’s family, has 

entered politics with success. BJP has managed to win  

Adampur for the �rst time ever. Jai Prakash of Congress 

stood second in this battle.

TELANGANA

The Munugode seat in Telangana saw the highest 

number of 47 candidates. TRS’s Kusukuntala Prabhakar 

Reddy successfully defeated Komatireddy Raj Gopal 

Reddy of BJP. Congress came third with around 23906 

votes, and BSP’s candidate secured 4146 votes. There 

were around 33 independent candidates in Munugode.

ODISHA

Suryavanshi Suraj of BJP won the Dhamnagar assembly 

seat in Odisha by 9,881 votes. BJD’s Abanti Das lost the 

elections. The by-election was necessitated by Bishnu 

Charan Sethi, A MLA of BJP. Baba Harekrushna Sethy, a 

Congress candidate, received just 3561 votes, even less 

than the independent candidates.

MAHARASHTRA

Shiv Sena’s Rutuja Latke was able to secure an easy 

victory in the Andheri East seat in Maharashtra. BJP had 

withdrawn their candidate from this seat as there was no 

strong candidate against Shiv Sena. This was the �rst 

electoral battle between Uddhav's Shiv Sena and the BJP 

after the big split. However, the BJP pulled out its 

candidate at the last minute, the election became easier 

for Shiv Sena. MNS chief Raj Thackeray had insisted 

Devendra Fadnavis not �eld any candidate from BJP on 

this seat.

While we still see BJP winning 4 seats amongst the seven, 

one more thing comes to notice that The Indian National 

Congress has made their presence weaker in regional 

politics whereas parties such as AAP and BSP make it 

stronger moment by moment. Nothing concrete can be 

said for now but the 24 elections may change the 

political climate of India altogether. Either we’ll see a 

new wave approaching or the Saffron sky shining bright 

once again. 

Trayambak Pathak 
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THE 
LOTUS’ 
GRIP ON 
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WITH THE APPOINTMENT OF RISHI 

SUNAK AS THE 57TH PRIME MINISTER 

OF THE UNITED KINGDOM, ANOTHER 

ENTRY HAS BEEN MADE TO THE LIST OF 

WORLD LEADERS WHO ARE OF INDIAN 

ORIGIN. LISTED BELOW ARE SOME OF 

THE PROMINENT WORLD LEADERS WHO 

HAVE INDIAN ROOTS. 

António Luís Santos da Costa
Costa is a politician and lawyer who is serving as the 119th Prime 

Minister of Portugal since his Appointment in 2015. Costa was 

born in São Sebastião da Pedreira to a Goan father from 

Mozambique. In Goa, Costa is affectionately called babush, 

meaning loved one in Konkani.    

Rishi Sunak 
The newest addition to this list, Rishi is serving as the 57th Prime 

Minister of the United Kingdom. He was born in Southampton to 

parents of Indian Punjabi descent. His grandparents migrated to 

the United Kingdom shortly after the Indian partition in 1947. He 

is Britain's �rst PM of colour, as well as the Kingdom’s �rst Hindu 

Prime Minister. 

Pravind Kumar Jugnauth
Pravind Kumar Jugnauth has been serving as the Prime Minister 

of the Republic of Mauritius since 2017. He was born to a Hindu 

Ahir family of Indian origin, who were brought from North India 

as labourers during the British colonial period.  His father, Sir 

Anerood Jugnauth served as the President and Prime Minister of 

Mauritius previously. 

Halimah Yacob
Halimah Yacob is a Singaporean politician who has been serving 

as the eighth President of Singapore since 2017. She was born in 

the British Colony Singapore to an Indian father and a Malay 

mother of Muslim faith. Yacob is also the �rst female president in 

the history of Singapore. 

INDIAN 
ORIGIN 
WORLD 
LEADERS
COMPASS
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AUTHORITARI ANISM
Although the debate regarding the form of governance 

affecting the economy of a state is leaning to neither side 

and isn’t suggesting the superiority of one form over the 

other, scholars have identi�ed that authoritarian states 

may have an advantage when it comes to rapid 

industrialization. Some authoritarian governments have 

become prosperous despite their drawbacks and have 

established their nation as wealthy and powerful. Nations 

like Saudi Arabia, Russia, and China are now among the 

top GDP countries in the world.

The most prominent authoritarian state in today’s world 

is China. China is arguably the most successful 

authoritarian government and currently has the second-

The Cambridge dictionary de�nes authoritarianism as “the belief that 

people must obey completely and not be allowed the freedom to act as 

they wish “. This form of governance has become alarmingly rampant and 

widespread in today's world. Authoritarianism is characterised by 

extremely concentrated and centralised government power which is 

maintained by political repression and the exclusion of potential rivals. 

Authoritarianism also tends to embrace an unregulated exercise of political 

power, selective deprivation of civil liberties and little tolerance for 

meaningful opposition. It supports no form of criticism and often censors 

and regulates information that may be harmful to the regime.

highest GDP in the world. With rapidly increasing national 

income, signi�cant improvement can also be seen in per 

capita years of education and life expectancy in China.

Currently, the business of authoritarianism is booming. 

According to research, the citizens of 94 countries suffer 

under non-democratic regimes. That amounts to nearly 

half of the world’s population. This implies that 

authoritarianism is one of the largest challenges faced by 

humanity. The worse democracies perform globally, the 

less attractive their model of governance becomes to 

their citizens and it is easier for the authoritarians to 

emerge. On the surface of it, authoritarian states are 

doing really well, however, upon deeper insight, we come 

to learn that although they may prosper economically, 

they lack fundamental factors like social prosperity as 

well as the overall happiness index of their citizens.

Only being concerned with one aspect of functioning, 

these states neglect any form of social well-being and 

constantly suppress the needs of people in everyday life. 

If injustice and suppression aren’t bad enough, 

authoritarian regimes bear an enormous social cost. 

Authoritarian regimes and dictator-led countries may do 

better in the economic sphere but have much higher 

mental illness rates, lower levels of health and life 

expectancy and higher susceptibility to famine. The 

suppression of free expression and creativity has various 

harmful effects on innovation and perseverance. 

Moreover, democratic governments are extremely 

reluctant to go to war, whereas dictators are less hesitant.

Authoritarian regimes like Russia and China when 

compared to countries like the Philippines and Denmark 

are much better in terms of economic and �nancial 

status, however, are drastically behind the latter in terms 

of the happiness and social well-being of their people. RISE OF 
The question that needs to be asked 
now is whether the social prosperity 
of the people holds priority over the 
economic development of the country 
and whether any form of government 
can really provide a balance between 
the two.

Aadil Desor
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Being one of the largest democracies in the world, the 

election was said to be a major test for Brazilian 

democracy when the candidates were narrowed down to 

two. The Brazilian people returned to the voting booths 

earlier in October when none of the leading candidates 

managed to secure enough support to win the election. 

This attracted the attention of the international 

community to the election which was sure to go down to 

the wire. The extreme contrast between the policies of 

the two candidates was one of the leading factors which 

added to the hype. Lula being a left wing leader with his 

promises to return Brazil to its former glory, while 

Bolsonaro being on the far right, with some of his policies 

being actively criticised. His tenure has featured many 

controversial decisions, including cutting funding for 

federal education, relaxing gun ownership laws, and 

weakening LGBTQ+ and reproductive rights. He has also 

drawn international criticism for his treatment of 

Indigenous communities and the Amazon Rainforest, as 

well as for his management of the COVID-19 pandemic, 

which has killed more than 687,000 people in Brazil. 

However, Lula has his own history, and is no stranger to 

controversy. He went to prison for corruption charges 

after his former term, although both of his successive 

terms witnessed a substantial economic boom which 

lifted millions of Brazilians out of poverty. Lula, as of his 

former term, is known to have close ties with Putin, which 

means that Brazil will probably be aligned towards Russia 

in the United Nations on all resolutions regarding the 

Russia-Ukraine con�ict. All this is part of why these 

elections hold so much importance for the world and why 

they are being highlighted so much in the media. 

Brazil is still recovering from the effects of its worst-ever 

recession, which began in 2014, and the country continues 

to struggle with limited growth and high in�ation. Brazil is 

also still grappling with the COVID-19 pandemic and its 

fallout, such as increased poverty and an ongoing 

education crisis. Meanwhile, the country's high rates of 

The results of the 2022 Brazilian presidential 

elections came out recently, and guess what- 

they turned out to be the spiciest, craziest 

elections the Republic of Brazil has witnessed in 

30 years. Former leftist president Lula de Silva 

was up against current president Bolsonaro in a 

bitter campaign that had lasted weeks. The 

ousting of Bolsonaro was mainly because of his 

far-right movement and his divisive policies in 

his four year term. This has been a remarkable 

political comeback for Lula as he went in his 

former term, from president to prison and now 

back! It was a cutthroat competition until the 

end and dirty tricks have also been rumoured to 

be used. Let us start by examining the political 

tensions between Lula and Bolsonaro.

LAND OF
THE HOLY 

'CHA OS' 
violent crime-including murder, robbery, and kidnapping 

persist. Voters were known to regard these very factors 

while voting, and what spiced up things was the 

candidates' far alignment towards either side. Political 

violence has also erupted throughout the country and the 

riots have tested democracy as well as the intensity of 

the campaigns. One of the most controversial actions 

recently, on part of Bolsonaro, was the disregard for the 

presidential custom which involved the existing president 

congratulating the newly elected president. Bolsonaro is 

yet to congratulate Lula. Concluding, the elections have 

proved the strength of one of the world's largest 

democracies and has given us controversy and intrigue to 

keep up our political conversations. 
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This problem arises from the fact that Islam preaches 

monotheism, i.e, the worship of only one God. But, what 

nationalism advocates is a direct contrast  to this. In a 

nationalist state, if you would have noticed, people from 

various cultures and religions live together, naturally 

this leads to people worshipping more than one God. 

The best example of this would be our country, India 

where people practise basically all the major religions 

there currently are in the world and some others that 

are not as well known. What Islamic ideology basically 

implies is that the bonds shared by Muslims have 

nothing to do with the nation they are a part of, but a 

main aspect of nationalism is forming nations on the 

basis of shared identity, races and culture. In Islam 

however, these social differences are disregarded. 

Botpoints stand for totally opposite ideologies and thus, 

nationalists and Muslims have often had bouts with each 

other. However, there is one thing that Islam does 

In today’s world, Islam is the fastest growing 

religion predicted to overtake 

Christianity by the year 2075. Since then in the 

19th century, nationalism has been a major 

driving force behind the formation of several 

modern day countries, such as our own nation, 

India. Unfortunately, as many Islamic scholars 

have already stated, nationalism is 

incompatible with basic Islamic principles. 

And when one of the biggest political 

ideologies in the world is incompatible with 

one of the world’s largest religions, the future 

of the globe seemingly goes into a peril.

ISLAM AND 
NATIONALISM  
TWO OPPOSING POLES

encourage when it comes to nationalism, this being the 

existence of a state that consists only of Muslims, but 

when this same state is further divided on modern day 

classi�cations such as race and culture then nationalism 

becomes something that goes against the teachings of 

the Prophet.

The critical view that Islam has of nationalism can also 

be justi�ed. If we were to look at some of the past 

history of nationalism in corelation to islam we notice 

that nationalism may not have directly led to bloodshed 

against the religion, but it has indirectly caused a lot of 

battles to be fought. Let us take a look at the infamous 

partition of India soon after its independence. The 

reason the nation was divided into two was because of 

nationlist feelings, granted the demand made was for a 

separate state for the Muslims. Unfortunately, not only 

did this lead to the death of millions, but in the 

consequent years there were several riots against the 

religion such as, the 1948 Hyderabad massacre that 

occurred soon after the partition, the 1987 Hashimpur 

massacre and the extremely recent 2020 Delhi riots.

These two opposing poles have had continuous struggles 

and are still seemingly unable to �nd common ground. 

But as mentioned earlier if Islam’s annual growth rate of 

1.5% persists and it becomes the largest religion in the 

world in a few more decades then the modern world 

where nationalism plays a key role in the formation of 

states will become con�icted. When a large number of 

the population goes against the very formation of our 

society, the long standing system that has been in place 

for centuries will start to crumble from within and thus, 

it is more important than ever that a religious ideology 

�nds common ground with a political ideology and 

accept the importance of each other in today’s world.
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The Chinese government believes in controlling 

everything and imposes strong censorship along the press 

and the media, it furthermore controls the majority of big 

media houses and publications. A few publications under 

(CCP) are :

The Party's Publications:  

Renmin Ribao (People's Daily), the organ newspaper of 

the CPC Central Committee with circulation of 3.46 million 

in 2021

Qiu Shi (Seeking Truth), the CPC's theoretical publication. 

The theoretical magazine used to be named Hong Qi (Red 

Flag).

• The Major Organizations Under CCP Central 

Committee:

• International Liaison Department

Organization Department

• United Front Work Department

• Publicity (Propoganda) Department

• Party Central Academy (Party School of Central 

Committee of CPC).

The Chinese President Xi Jinping created history after 

becoming the leader of the ruling Communist Party after 

party founder Mao Zedong who got re-elected for an 

unprecedented third term in power for the prospect of 

ruling China . He was elected to become the General 

Secretary of the Communist Party for 3rd time for a 5-year 

tenure by the new seven-member Standing Committee 

packed with his supporters who appeared before the local 

and foreign media here to herald the new tyrannic 

regime, widely termed ‘Xi era’. 

I previously used to believe that Deng Xiaoping should 

have received the Milton Friedman Prize for Advancing 

Liberty because he truly had freed more people than 

anyone in the history of the Chinese republic. 

Unfortunately, His latest successor as China’s leader, Xi 

Jinping, who has just become China’s unchallenged  one 

party dictator, seems adamant on reversing that 

achievement. But nothing ever goes as planned, Deng 

could never have received the prize because he had died 

before the prize was even created,also because of his 

rough methods both before and after his ascension to 

supreme power would have disquali�ed him way before 

the race had even started .

After CCP’s chairman Mao Zedong's death in 1976, a new 

leader Deng rose to supreme power and led China 

through a series of far-reaching market-economy reforms 

earning him the reputation as the "Architect of Modern 

China". He was the man responsible behind China 

becoming the world's second largest economy by GDP 

nominal in 2010.

If there’s one thing I have observed over the years it is 

that with each passing decade, China’s Dictatorship gets 

more perfect. It all started with the victory of the Chinese 

Communist Party in 1949 and the subsequent rule of Mao 

Zedong created a one party tyranny and desperate 

The People's Republic of China is a one-party state ruled by the Chinese Communist Party (CCP), 

with Xi Jinping at the top of the chain. China is infamous for a lot of things and one of the most 

highlighted is none other than its autocratic one-party system that the Chinese of�cials claim is a  

functioning democracy. The world knows that it is anything but a democracy. China held 

'democratic' elections in 2017-18,in which a total of 9 political parties including the CCP 

participated, with the CCP winning with an overwhelming majority of 2119 seats out of the grand 

total of 2980. This is clearly planned authoritarianism. In order to understand how China got here, 

we must dive deep into the history of the Chinese Communist Party. 

The Communist Party of China was founded on the 1st of 

July, 1921 in French Shanghai. Its ideal path is set by the 

ideologies of Marxism-Leninism and Maoism- the political 

philosophy of Mao Zedong, its founder. After 28 years of 

struggle, the CCP �nally won the victory of the "new-

democratic revolution" and founded the People's 

Republic of China in 1949. The CCP generates its ideas 

from the people's concentrated will and then aims to turn 

that will into State laws and decisions which are passed 

by the  People's Congress of China through the State's 

legal procedures. The party claims that its motto is 

seeking truth from the facts, it also portrays its goal is to 

establish a communist social system but the party’s 

actions prove otherwise. They show that the party �nally 

does whatever it wants to and creates such a situation 

where nobody can object or even think of doing so with 

nothing but just the plain element of fear. 

THE CHINESE 
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poverty in China. This “ Great leap forward ”  led towards 

mass starvation. The Cultural Revolution unleashed “an 

extended  paroxysm of revolutionary madness” in which 

many innocent victims were persecuted, professionally 

ruined, mentally deranged, physically maimed and even 

killed.” Estimates of the number of unnatural deaths 

during Mao’s tenure range from 15 to 80 million in just 15 

years.

Which was no surprise. The party was formed in 1921 with 

an of�cial ideology of Marxism-Leninism. On 1st July 1949, 

the Communist armies neared victory, party leader Mao 

Zedong made an important speech titled, “On the 

People’s Democratic Dictatorship.” Instead of life, liberty, 

and the pursuit of happiness, Mao spoke of “the 

extinction of classes, state power and parties,” of “a 

socialist and communist society,” of the nationalisation of 

private enterprise and  socialisation of agriculture, of a 

“great, splendid socialist state” 

After Mao’s death Deng Xiaoping, a previously suffering 

victim of the Cultural Revolution, came to power. He had 

realised something from the 30 years of calamity and 

began to implement policies he called “socialism only 

with Chinese characteristics,” which looked a lot like freer 

markets: decollectivization and the “responsibility 

system” in agriculture, privatisation of enterprises, 

international trade, liberalisation of residency 

requirements. China started emerging from poverty & 

tyranny.

The changes that Deng brought are the greatest stories 

and myths in the Chinese world—more than a billion 

people brought from totalitarianism to a largely capitalist 

economic system. According to the Economic Freedom of 

the World report, China’s economy was freed signi�cantly. 

China remains only 116th in the world in economic 

freedom (out of 165 countries), but compared to 

communism that’s a big step up.

Then came into power Xi Jinping, the man responsible for 

China's actions for the past decade, famously known for 

his acts of tyranny and controversies that always surround 

him.

We now speculate from far behind as the upcoming new 

generation that the tyrant has once again been elected as 

the general secretary of the party third time in a row, 

surpassing the party legend Mao Zedong itself.

On 1st July 2022, the Communist Party of China (CCP) 

completed a hundred years of existence and 

overwhelming power. Looking at China today, helmed by 

President Xi Jinping and the country within it’s �st , it is 

dif�cult to imagine the existential crises and battles that 

the party fought in its initial stages, and yet, a century 

after its inception, the CCP has rosen up as amongst the 

strongest political forces on the planet, in steady control 

of an economic, military, and civilisational behemoth.

Tejas Agarwal

XI

A movement to �ght against the politics of fear, bigotry, 
and prejudice spread by BJP and RSS, “Bharat Jodo Yatra” 
is  an initiative taken by the  Congress Party  to unify the 
nation. The former Congress chief, Rahul Gandhi blamed 
RSS and BJP for spreading hatred and violence with their 
political and religious ideals. Organised for more than just 
nationwide unity, the movement started on 7th  
September 2022 .

Rahul Gandhi to communicate better with people and to 
propagate “tapasya” will walk 3500 kms from Kashmir to 
Kanyakumari. The movement aims to �ght against 
problems that the party believes are fundamental in 
nature, like  divisive politics,  unemployment, hatred 
,farmers issue etc.  Blaming yet again, BJP and RSS for 
these problems he says that the BJP-RSS are spreading 
and enforcing the divisions in our country, they allow 
concentration of wealth which causes damage to our 
economy and leads to problems like unemployment and 
in�ation.

But solving problems that have existed since the 
inception of nation and blaming the past leaders for 
those problems  does not seem the right course of 
action.  On 7 September, Rahul embarked from 
Kanyakumari after paying respects to his late father Rajiv 

BHARAT 
JODO 

YATRA Gandhi and Swami Vivekananda. The movement 
continued upwards through Kerela, Tamil Nadu and 
Karnataka and Ms. Sonia Gandhi joined the movement on 
6th October 2022. The movement gathered momentum 
and Rahul continued talking to the ones facing problems 
such as the unemployed youth and the cashew workers. 
Shiv Sena leader Aditya Thackeray also joined the 
movement as a sign of friendship on 11th November 2022.

The movement was obviously criticized and BJP even 
called it a Parivar Bachao Rally (Save Family March). The 
Nationalist Congress Party leader P.C. Chacko even said 
that this march was just to prove that Congress is not 
dead. Despite these comments, many other groups and 
individuals have supported this movement in the favour 
of the general public and their betterment. With the 
movement about to enter Madhya Pradesh and then 
Rajasthan, the situations might get steamy as these are 
the states where Congress is in direct �ght with BJP. 

The movement has gained attention of media. From 
making headlines to the threatening letters informing of 
bomb blasts has not deterred the spirit of the 
participants.  The participants are fearlessly marching 
forward.

With almost half the country still left to be covered by the 
movement, it is pre- mature to predict the political 
scenario of the country in the near  future. 

Vibhanshu Harlalka
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support and with the current situation, it can be 

predicted that SADR won't exist in the near future. 

Diplomatic inaction is one of the reasons for the lack of 

stability. The United Nations should immediately increase 

its activity in the region which will allow for the self-

determination of the people of Western Sahara. 

Western Sahara is the world's responsibility and we 

cannot afford to delay in dealing with this con�ict. If we 

continue to neglect con�icts like this, the future of this 

world will be full of similar con�icts and the intensity of 

the situation will be much more devastating.  

Rakshit Khurrana

XI 

STANDOFF 

AFRICA
The con�ict started in 1975 when the Spanish government abandoned the 

area as a colony and declared it an independent nation. But, its neighbours 

Morocco and Mauritania tried to claim the region as their integral part due to 

historical ties. The Polisario Front, an organisation of the Western Sahara 

region could not bear to be annexed again by a foreign nation and thus, 

declared the region as the Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic. Such 

objectionable acts violated the International Court of Justice (ICJ) declaration 

that despite having historical ties with Western Sahara, neither Morocco nor 

Mauritania had territorial sovereignty over the region. Later in 1979, 

Mauritania withdrew its stand from the con�ict signing a peace treaty with 

the Polisario Front. It recognised SADR as an independent nation cutting ties 

with the Moroccan ambitions.

The Polisario Front's unwavering supporter, Algeria has been constantly 

confronting Morocco to withdraw its claim over the region. First, Algeria lent 

IN NORTH 

Polisario limited support during the time it was founded 

in 1973. But, it got engaged during Morocco's annexation 

of Western Sahara in 1975. Already Algerian-Moroccan 

friendship history is not where one could get inspiration 

from. So, it is obvious that Algeria won't want its rival to 

become stronger, thus supporting the Polisario Front. 

Western Sahara or SADR is a region of geopolitical 

importance. With its strategic location on the bed of the 

Atlantic Ocean, it can be exploited for the economic and 

geopolitical bene�ts it possesses. Despite continuous 

efforts and pressure from the United Nations, the African 

Union and the European Union, Morocco has been able to 

stand �rmly for its claim and awaits SADR to resolve its 

self-proclaimed sovereignty. Currently, SADR is recognised 

only by 80 nations out of the total 195, which clearly 

shows that the world is not thinking about the people of 

Western Sahara and doesn't care about its very existence. 

Governments of different nations are �ghting for its 

control but they have forgotten about the people whose 

land they want to rule over. Due to the never-ending war, 

Western Sahara hasn't been able to uplift itself from the 

shallows of colonial exploitation. Thousands have lost 

their lives for the sake of nationalistic incentives. People 

are disconnected from the other world and unaware of 

the importance of education and the world is doing 

nothing about it. All the major organisations have failed 

to protect SADR's sovereignty. The primary reason for the 

failure is a lack of active support. Neither the United 

Nations nor African Union has taken strict action against 

the Moroccan government. Morocco is gaining continuous 

With the bombardments 

in Guerguerat, the 

sovereignty dispute 

between the Sahrawi 

Arab Democratic 

Republic and Morocco 

has once again grabbed 

the attention of the 

political world. Western 

Sahara, a disputed 

region in Africa has 

been prone to grave 

violence for almost half 

a century. 
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Former President Donald Trump declared on 15th November that he would seek the 

Republican candidacy in 2024. Trump announced his candidacy at Mar-a-Lago, his Florida 

resort, where his campaign would be based.Trump made a quiet address �lled with false 

and in�ated claims about his four years in government. Despite a controversial 

presidency and his part in provoking an assault on the US Capitol on January 6, 2021, 

Trump sought to induce nostalgia for his �rst term, comparing his successes with the 

Biden administration's policies and the present economic condition. Many of these 

claimed victories, including severe immigration policies, business tax cuts, and religious 

freedom legislation, remain divisive.

Trump told Republicans who anticipate him to face 

primary rivals in the coming months that the party can't 

choose "a politician or conventional candidate" if it 

wants to retake the White House. Trump stated, "This 

isn't my campaign, it's ours." Trump's long-awaited 

campaign comes as he seeks to retake the limelight after 

the GOP's dismal midterm election result and the 

attendant blame game. Republicans failed to achieve a 

Senate majority, failed to �ll numerous statewide seats, 

and have yet to secure a House majority, with just 215 

contests called in their favour so far out of the 218 

required, forcing Trump and other party leaders into a 

defensive posture as they face internal criticism. Trump's 

candidacy paperwork arrived at the FEC before his Mar-

a-Lago announcement.

To the pleasure of advisers and friends who have 

encouraged him to run a forward-looking campaign, he 

spent barely a portion of his speech reiterating 2020 

electoral falsehoods. Trump argued for paper ballots and 

compared America's election system to "third world 

nations," but he also lamented Washington's "vast 

corruption" and "entrenched interests." Many of Trump's 

senior aides worry that his preoccupation on spreading 

election theories could hurt him in 2024. Trump made it 

plain that he wants Republicans to see his campaign as a 

sacri�ce.

“Anyone who actually attempts to take on this rigged 

and dishonest system will be greeted with a hurricane of 

�re that only a handful could understand,” he stated. 

Trump was criticised last week for helping elect un�t 

politicians who echoed his phoney claims of massive 

voting fraud to win over supporters. On Tuesday, he tried 

to refute such assertions by saying the GOP is in a solid 

RETURNING TO 
WHITE HOUSE 

IN MOTION

position to reclaim the House and by boosting a Trump-

backed candidate, California's Kevin Kiley. Trump blamed 

his party's dismal midterm showing on Americans not 

having experienced "the full effect of the suffering" after 

two years of Democratic power in Washington. By 2024, 

things will be "much worse," and people' perceptions 

will alter. Trump's aides hope his early start would give 

him an advantage with af�uent donors and help him 

beat off primary opponents. Both conservative and 

moderate Republicans will certainly oppose him, 

although some may recalculate now that he's running. 

Others, like Mike Pence, may run anyhow. As Trump 

revives his presidential campaign, Justice Department 

of�cials re-examine the possibilities of charging him and 

his associates. Current investigations centre on the 

former president's behaviour before and during the 

January 6, 2021 attack on the US Capitol and his storage 

of sensitive material at Mar-a-Lago after leaving 

of�ce. Trump thinks he can win the GOP 

nomination owing to grassroots support, but his 

announcement will disappoint party leaders who 

wanted fresh blood. Senior Republicans are 

watching Florida Governor Ron DeSantis' every 

move after his 19-point reelection win and 

backing from minority and independent voters. 

Republican leaders may try to promote or push 

DeSantis to undermine Trump's campaign. He has 

been covertly prepping for a White House run.

Preventing Trump's nomination will be tough. 

Despite his numerous legal entanglements and 

the January 6 stain, the twice-impeached 45th 

president remains popular among Republican 

voters. Trump's appointments helped strengthen 

the Supreme Court's rightward trend, which led to 

the extremely controversial June decision to 

eliminate federal abortion rights. Even 

conservative leaders who hate Trump's ideas and 

programmes agree. Trump departed of�ce with 

the lowest approval rating of any president, but 

NBC News discovered Republicans liked him. This 

might give Trump an early lead over his primary 

opponents

Tanay Pratap 
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Tanay Pratap 
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Yes, I believe it is a necessity 

for there are places which are 

actually curbing the basic 

human rights of women. 

Feminism has its relevance, it 

will always have its relevance 

, because is some parts of the 

world there will be women 

who will still be struggling to 

get the most basic of human 

rights. 

~Ms. Sangeeta Kain, Principal 

They may have had a bad experience. I 
am sure there is a context to why the 
feel the way they feel. I believe there 
are two arguments for this question. 
Feminism can take an ugly turn if 
some 'feminists' want to exploit it to 
suit themselves. Feminism has 
sometimes, unfortunately, been 
exploited and made to look like female 
chauvinism. But then there are also 
men who are just of the misogynistic 
belief that women are not equal to 
them. They believe in the inferiority of 
women. The problem could be both 
ways. There are men who might have 
had a bad experience and there are 
men who just believe in misogyny.

~Ms. Sangeeta Kain, Principal 

Some men believe because men and 

I feel we have failed to educate 
people about something as basic as 
equal rights for men and women and 
address this problem. I would say 
it's a failure of humanity that we still 
struggle for equality. I hate to say 
this but I really do not think that we 
will get to see gender equality 
anytime soon, probably not in our 
lifetime. When you look at 
Afghanistan and Iran, which did give 
women their rights, but now those 
rights have been snatched away. 
Even in the 21st century we are, in 
parts of the world,  undoing decades 
of struggle and progress for women's 
rights. What we term as 'women's 
rights' are actually basic human 
rights, not necessarily rights for 
women; they are the rights of any 
human being. Denying these rights 
to women is denying life to women; 
dehumanisation of women. I really 
do hope that there will be a day 
when we do not even talk about it 
since it will no longer be an issue.  

~Ms. Sangeeta Kain, Principal

As a Social Sciences master, I take 

feminism as the theory of the sexes' 

political, economic, and social equality. 

Feminism can be the belief that men and 

women should have equal rights and 

opportunities. 

Feminism is �ghting for "equality", not 

"almost the same" as others. It is vital to 

understand that the same is not equal. 

Therefore there is still inequality between 

the genders. Feminism is and will remain 

relevant in the 21st century to achieve the 

goal of equality for all.

~ Mr Mukul Singh                                                                                         

women have different physical 
capabilities, these physical differences 
mean equality is not possible. But 
that's where they go wrong. Men and 
women don't have to be the "same" in 
physicality to have the right to 
equality. So, for example, in my 
classroom, I have two boys with 
different physical strengths. One is 
physically weaker and smaller than 
the other. Would it be correct to keep 
away the more vulnerable, the smaller 
boy from having the same access – to 
the teacher, computers, books and 
class resources to others - because he 
didn't have the same physical strength 
as the other boy?

~ Mr Mukul Singh 

Why do you think that some men have a problem 
with the concept of feminism? 

Why are we still striving for something as basic as 
gender equality in the 21st century? 

Do you think we will live to see a time when we don't need feminism?  
The world is not on track to achieve 
gender equality by 2030, and this 
inequality has been pushed further 
off track by the socioeconomic 
fallout of the pandemic. As per the 
reports published by the World 
Economic Forum and UNDP, One in 
�ve young women worldwide (19 per 
cent) were married in childhood in 
2021. In addition, violence against 
women and girls is prevalent across 
countries and affects women of all 
ages. 

I don't see equality happening over 
my lifetime, as data suggest in the 
UN report called "The Gender 
Snapshot 2022. On the contrary, 
without swift action, legal systems 
that do not ban violence against 
women, or protect their rights in 
marriage and family, may continue 
to exist for generations to come. The 
report warns that at the current rate 
of progress, it will take up to 286 
years to close gaps in legal 
protection and remove 
discriminatory laws.

~ Mr Mukul Singh.
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Let me ask you a question �rst. Do you 

think male chauvinism exists today? If your 

answer is a yes, then I would say, yes there 

is a need for 'feminism' even today. 

Foremost, understand that 'Feminism' is 

not a movement against male dominance. It 

is about a change in mindset, yours and 

mine, men's and women's, a change that is 

social, political and economical, so that the 

'equality' that we so 'love' to talk about, is 

actually practised in society. Remember, for 

centuries, we were conditioned into 

believing in set gender roles. Now that is 

changing. We are evolving and so those set 

roles must change or adapt to the changing 

environment. All one is asking for is to be 

treated equally. As long as that is not 

practised genuinely, there will be a need for 

feminism. 

- Ms Rashmi Rawat                                                                                      

 Because they perceive 'feminism' as a 
threat to their status or position in the 
family, in the society or in their own 
estimation of themselves. Like I 
mentioned earlier, if you are brought 
up to believe that you are superior to 
others, and it's your right by birth to 
be given preference over your sister, 
and have not seen equality being 
practised in your environment, you are 
bound to 

feel uncomfortable when someone 
talks about equal rights, competes 
with you in the playing �eld or raises 
their voice against discrimination. 

- Ms Rashmi Rawat

Does 'gender equality' actually 
exist? Even the UN reports on 
'gender equality' will tell you that 
girls and women remain 
disproportionately affected by it in 
2021-2022. Building forward 
differently and better will depend on 
placing women and girls at the 
centre of all aspects of response and 
recovery, including through gender-
responsive laws, policies and 
budgeting. 

If that is the case, it means that 
somewhere education has failed to 
address and educate the basics like 
equal rights because a need to 
formulate 'gender-responsive laws, 
policies and budgeting' is still 
necessary. Only when the need for 
taking action in this way is not felt 
can we say that there is no need for 
it. Having said that, I would like to 
say that the change will begin with 
you.

- Ms Rashmi Rawat
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THIS DAY 
THAT YEAR

2nd December

1804 - Napoleon Bonaparte 

crowns himself emperor of France

1942 - Scientists led by Enrico 

Fermi conducted the world's �rst 

controlled self-sustaining nuclear 

chain reaction, at the University of 

Chicago.

1954 - The U.S. Senate voted to 

censure Senator Joseph R. 

McCarthy for his conduct in the 

investigation of communism in the 

United States.

1973 - The United Arab Emirates 

was formed by the union of six 

small emirates on the Arabian 

Peninsula; a seventh emirate 

joined in February 1972.

1982 - William C. DeVries 

implanted the �rst permanent 

arti�cial heart in Barney Clark; the 

aluminium and plastic device was 

called the Jarvik-7.

1983 - The groundbreaking music 

video for Michael Jackson's song 

Thriller aired on MTV.

1993 - Colombian criminal Pablo 

Escobar—arguably the world's most 

powerful drug traf�cker in the 

1980s and early '90s—was killed 

during a shoot-out with 

authorities.

3rd December

1552 - St. Francis Xavier, the 

leading Roman Catholic missionary 

of modern times, died of fever off 

the coast of China.

1818 - Illinois admitted as the 21st 

State of the United States of 

America

1967 - Christiaan Barnard of South 

Africa performed the �rst human 

heart transplant, at Groote Schuur 

Hospital in Cape Town.

1984 -  A gas leak from a Union 

Carbide plant in Bhopal, India, 

spread over a populated area, 

ultimately resulting in 15,000 to 

20,000 deaths and leaving some 

half million survivors with chronic 

medical ailments.

4th December

1533 - Ivan the Terrible proclaimed 

grand prince of Moscow

1918 - U.S. President Woodrow 

Wilson departed for France to 

attend the Paris Peace Conference, 

where, following the cessation of 

hostilities in World War I, the 

League of Nations was established 

and the Treaty of Versailles was 

drafted.

1980 - Following the death of John 

Bonham, Led Zeppelin, a pivotal 

band in the 1960's cultural 

revolution is disbanded.

1996 - The unmanned space 

vehicle Mars Path�nder was 

launched from Cape Canaveral, 

Florida, in order to explore the 

surface of Mars.
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