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Like any other year, this year too brought with it a new 
set of challenges and simultaneously opened pathways 
to many novel opportunities. From managing the novel 
Coronavirus to the violation of fundamental rights, the 
human race finds itself cornered by numerous issues, 
which require us to deliberate and discuss. America’s 
Pfizer vaccine as well as Russia’s Sputnik-V are two vac-
cines which have given humanity hope to get rid of the 
Coronavirus once and for all. The present day scenario 
requires a global community, now more than ever. The 
ulterior motives of one person or one State must be side-
lined, and the emerging challenges should be tackled 
together. A close-knit community is the need of the hour. 
One can only hope that the dynamics of International 
Relations will change in 2021. We can expect the leaders 
of various countries to forget or ignore the unreasonable 
decisions made by the Presidents and Prime Ministers 
of some nations. After four long years of torment and 
torture, Donald Trump has been officially relieved of his 
duties as POTUS. The new American President is Joe 
Biden, who in my opinion, is a respectable and a capable 
leader. At home in Bihar, Nitish Kumar was re-elected 
as the Chief Minister of Bihar for the fourth consecutive 
term. In all, its been a mixed bag! 

Like every other issue here until, this issue too contends 
with challenge, opportunity, and the transformative 
power of hope. The cover story for this issue is Geo-Pol-
itics. In simple terms, Geo-Politics is the analysis of the 
geographic influences on power relationships in Inter-
national Relations. It plays an important role in medi-
ating between different countries on a global level. It is 
also possible that the Geo-Politics of one region may 
affect the Geo-Politics of another and vice-versa. Apart 
from this we have also tried to focus on other issues such 
as the Thailand Protests, the Solar Panel Dispute etc. 
Four regions have been focused on: USA, the EU, West 
Asia and China. All of these are places where a lot has 
happened since the start of this dreadful year. All these 
regions have seen development, in one way or the other. 
The most significant event of the year were the US elec-
tions and the election of Joe Biden as the next President 
of the United States. All of us, including politicians and 
people with power, must to go beyond our regular duties 
and seek solutions to the problems which haunt us. Trad-
itional notions which were relevant centuries ago should 
not find place anymore in the minds of the people. A 
classic example being the flux in the ideologies of pol-
itical parties, not just in India, but overseas as well. The 
notion that the world is becoming a better place to live 
in, may not hold true anymore. And this, we must all 
understand. 

2020 has been a bizarre 
year for many of us. 
Some may argue that 
this year could not have 
brought more sorrows 
than any other year. De-
spite these numerous 
catastrophes we should 
look on the bright side. 
I personally believe that 
despite the gravest of 
circumstances there is 
still a little glimmer of 
hope for humanity. All 
is not lost. Some people may disagree with me. Each and 
every challenge in a person’s life adds to his or her life 
experience. If there was a utopian world with no imper-
fections, then our lives would have been mundane and 
blank. The thrills and chills faced by an individual is the 
essence of us being a human being. Some of us get to 
live our lives as normal people while a few of us have to 
have a pseudo personality to earn our daily bread. Like 
every year 2020 too helped us to learn new things as 
well has taught us to tackle our problems even in the 
most critical of circumstances. 2020 has been too lively 
for a year in the calendar. From the novel Coronavirus to 
the US Presidential events, the year has been filled with 
events. The Coronavirus has helped some of us to form 
better relationships with our loved ones and has also aid-
ed us to spend some time with our parents as well as our 
grandparents. In the end we can hope and pray that the 
next year will be a much better and prosperous year for 
humanity. 

Signing off,
Kartik Tripathi

Editor-in-Chief
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Early life
Joseph Robinette Biden was born in Scranton, Penn-
sylvania and was raised in New Castle County, Dela-
ware. He studied in the University of Delaware and 
earned his Law degree from Syracuse University. 
He is the oldest child of a Catholic family and has 
two brothers and a sister. Biden’s father was initially 
wealthy but by the time of Joe’s birth, he suffered sig-
nificant financial losses. Due to this, Joe and his sib-
lings had to live with their maternal grandparents. In 
time, Biden’s father became a successful car salesman 
and maintained the family’s lifestyle. During his early 
years Joe was interested in football. He completed his 
Bachelors in Arts with a double major in History and 
Political Science and a minor in English.

Personal Life 
Biden married Neilia Hunter, a student at Syracuse 
University after overcoming initial resistance from 
her parents. They had three children Beau, Robert and 
Amy. Six years after the marriage his wife and daugh-
ter died in a tragic car accident in Delaware. After this 
horrific tragedy Joe was racked with religious doubt 
and lost interest in politics. He credits his second wife, 
Jill Tracy Jacobs, for rekindling his interest in poli-
tics. Joe’s son Beau became an army judge advocate 
who served in the Iraq War, and later as the Delaware 
Attorney General. He died of brain cancer in 2015. 
Hunter Biden is a Washington attorney and a lobbyist.

Political Career And Rise To The Presidency
Joe Biden worked as an attorney before turning to 
politics. He was the fifth youngest and Delaware’s 
longest-serving senator. After graduating from law 
school, Biden moved to Wilmington and began prac-
ticing in a law firm. At the same time, he was also an 
active member of the Democratic Party. He was then 
elected to the New Castle County council and served 
as a councilman. Later he started his own law firm. In 
1972, the Delaware Democratic Party insisted that he 
run for the senate. Young Biden ran, won the campaign 
and became the 5th youngest US senator to be elected. 
From 1973 to 2009, Joe served a distinguished Sen-
ate career. His main foreign policy positions included 
advocacy for strategic arms limitation with the Soviet 
Union, promoting peace and stability in the Balkans 
and opposing the First Gulf War. In 1987 he decided 
to run for the Presidency but during his campaign he 
suffered from severe headaches and shortly after he 
dropped out, he was detected with two life threatening 
brain aneurisms. Biden returned to the Senate after a 

seven-month recovery period. In 2007, he decided to 
run again for the Presidency, but his campaign failed 
because Obama and Hillary dominated the field. Lat-
er, when Obama won the election, he selected Joe as 
his Vice President. In 2012, the duo came to power 
once again, defeating Republican challenger Mitt 
Romney. Barack Obama also awarded him the Presi-
dential Medal of Freedom, with distinction. On April 
25, 2019 Biden declared that he would be running for 
the Presidency in 2020. On August 11, 2020 he an-
nounced Kamala Harris as his vice- presidential run-
ning mate. In his first debate with Donald Trump he 
called him a ‘clown’, and based his campaign on how 
ineffectively and ineptly Trump had handled the coro-
navirus pandemic. He strongly opposed Trump’s cor-
onavirus management as also the policy of separating 
migrant children from their parents at the border. With 
several states counting mail-in ballots well past the 
close of polling booths (on 3 November, 2020), the 
race remained too close to call even until the next day. 
However, the tide began shifting in Biden’s favour, 
and on 7 November, 2020, Joe Biden was declared as 
the 46th president of the United States of America. At 
78, he will also be the oldest serving American presi-
dent.

Policy for India
Biden disagrees with his predecessor Donald Trump 
on many topics but they agree on maintaining a strong 
Indo-American relationship. Even during his vice-
presidency, he had introduced multiple reforms to 
strengthen America’s ties with India. After the COV-
ID-19 crisis, the world outlook towards China has 
changed completely. India is also at conflict with Chi-
na due to the border crisis. Biden is likely to continue 
viewing India as an ally in pushing back China. Biden 
is committed to working on immigration reforms and 
keeping families together, which could ease hurdles 
for H-1B visa holders and aspirants. Biden has said 
that he will turn the clock back and eliminate the anti-
immigration proclamations and executive orders is-
sued by Trump. Biden’s win also means potentially 
more favourable relationships, especially in trade 
policies for India. Trump pulled the US out of the Iran 
nuclear deal. In his campaigns, Biden promised to re-
verse both these decisions. If the US takes a U-turn on 
Iran, it will give India access to cheaper oil.

Devesh Patel
XI

Nagorno - Karabakh Conflict 
While the arrival of the coronavirus prompted cease-
fires in many regions, it also aggravated past conflicts 
elsewhere. Nagorno Karabakh is one such region 
which fell prey to rising disputes. Armenia and Azer-
baijan each claim a historical and religious connection 
to the region of Nagorno-Karabakh.  While Armenia 
has established that the territory belonged to the medi-
eval Christian Armenian polity which extends further 
beyond, Azerbaijan has stated that historically, it has 
rights over the region, considering that it was frequent-
ly attacked by the Ottoman Turks. Before the events of 
this year, Nagorno Karabakh was mostly recognized as 
Azerbaijani territory although Armenia exercised more 
influence and power in the region. 

History of the Conflict 
The region of Nagorno-Karabakh is an autonomous 
province which was acquired by Russia in 1813. In 
1923 the Soviet government established it as an Ar-
menian-majority autonomous oblast of the Azerbaijan 
S.S.R. As the Soviet Union was dissolved in 1991, the 
autonomous region officially declared independence. 
War erupted between Armenia and Azerbaijan over the 
region, resulting in 30,000 casualties and hundreds of 
refugees. By 1993, Armenia controlled Nagorno-Kara-
bakh and occupied 20 percent of the surrounding Azer-
baijani territory. As the death toll increased and the 
dispute kept escalating, tensions rose in neighboring 
Russia as well. Consequently, in 1994, Russia brokered 
a ceasefire, bringing an end to the war and establishing 
peace which has mostly remained intact. Similar to the 
Indo-China conflict, during this interval between 1994 
to 2020, there were various minor skirmishes between 
the two countries that led to hundreds of fatalities. In 
2016, a four-day skirmish resulted in dozens of deaths 
before the two sides declared cease-fire. The Minsk 
group co-chaired by the United States, France, and 
Russia is a mediation effort which was involved con-
stantly in settling the various existing problems. How-
ever, in 2020, the situation has escalated once again, 
thus, choking the region of Nagorno-Karabakh. 

Involvement of other Countries 
The conflict also led to the involvement of regional 
rivals Turkey and Russia. Muslim-majority Turkey 
backs Azerbaijan. Russia is on common ground since 
it supplies arms to both countries but is in a military 
alliance with Armenia, called the Collective Security 
Treaty Organization. Russia has stated that it is coor-
dinating with Turkey to handle Nagorno-Karabakh and 
that it wants to remain in a balanced position. However 
due to the bitter relations between Turkey and Russia, 
the situation remains ambiguous.

Events of 2020
On September 27, a full-fledged war broke out even as 
both countries declared martial law. The reason behind 
this sudden flare up was that despite the 1994 ceasefire, 
both countries claimed to have inflicted a more serious 
loss on their opponent. While Azerbaijan and Armenia 
initiated such a grave situation solely to prove which 
nation had done more damage, tensions rose in the in-
ternational community. This is not merely a bilateral 
conflict and neither is any war. It impacts various other 
nations and their people in particular. Therefore, the 
Nagorno Karabakh conflict is an important reminder 
of how we cannot take war for granted. Throughout 
September and October, according to the Russian 
president, there have been more than 4,000 casualties. 
Fortunately, on November 9, Russia interfered as a me-
diator and brokered a peace deal which states that both 
sides will now maintain positions in the areas they cur-
rently hold. Azerbaijan has got an upper hand through 
this deal as it had reclaimed over 15-20 percent of its 
lost territory, but this has put an end to the misery of 
civilians from both nations. 

Overall, the Nagorno Karabakh war is a reminder to 
humanity that war is not binary and impacts people 
all over the world, no matter where it may happen, 
especially during emergencies like pandemics. A solu-
tion shouldn’t solely look at political peace but also 
help people who have suffered the dire impact of war. 
Hopefully, the Nagorno Karabakh conflict will serve as 
a lesson in that regard.

Arnav Goel
X
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DANCE OF DEMOCRACY
The Bihar elections came as a surprise to many. It was 
a thrilling referendum of the Centre’s COVID response 
policy, and a belief yet in PM Modi. The election in Bi-
har was contested at several levels and on several is-
sues. But the reader must be aware that the purpose of 
this article is to inform, and not to opine.  
 
This time, the RJD was led by Lalu Yadav’s son Tejaswi 
Yadav, and emerged as the single largest party, followed 
by the BJP, with only one seat less in the state assembly. 
The JDU, led by Nitish Kumar, got a little more than 
half the BJP’s seat share, yet Nitish Kumar was crowned 
the Chief Minister. Assadudin Owasi’s AIMIM won in 
communally diverse areas, and the Left parties also 
made their mark: dismal, when compared with the com-
petition, but considerable increase in terms of growth 
percentage (after hitting rock bottom, the only direction  
left  is up).  

Then there is Chirag Paswan, another dynast, who pro-
claimed himself the Hanuman of Mr Modi, and yet re-
fused to give the “Jadi Booti” to Modi’s ally, Mr Kumar. 
The single seat he won was at the direct expense of the 
JDU. Lastly, the Congress seems to be the biggest loser 
this election, with the electorate again reiterating their 
lack of trust in the Gandhis. It has yet again confirmed 
itself as a burden to its regional allies, the ripple effects 
of which will soon be seen nationwide.  
  
This election was initially given to be an NDA (Nation-
al Democratic Alliance between the BJP and the JDU) 
victory. Tejaswi Yadav’s robust campaigning, however, 
to change that. Given that his Yadav caste base was al-
ready solidified, Lalu Yadav’s heir spoke about unem-
ployment, something that the migrant workers and the 
large number of educated youth of Bihar, appreciated. 
It was a given that older generations were not going to 
vote for the inheritor of Lalu’s “Gunda Raj”, therefore 
it was strategically pertinent of Tejaswi Yadav to target 
the younger generations with promises of employment. 
They have no memory of the gangster era and were will-
ing to give Tejaswi a chance. The poll results agreed.  
 
By declaring Bihar a dry state, forcing the abolition of 
Triple Talaq in the Parliament, initiating Direct Money 
Transfers via the PMO, granting cheap loans to wom-
en’s Self Help Groups and general socially aware  yet 
efficient administration, the NDA won the female vote. 
Irrespective of caste and religion, the women of Bihar 
remained silent supporters of Mr. Modi and his allies. 
However, the patriarchal nature of Bihari society, meant 
that many women were saying one thing on the televi-
sion and doing another in the voting booth. And this 
helped propel the NDA to victory once again. 

 But it was a victory under difficult conditions. The 
NDA had the charisma and popularity of the PM to its 
advantage, but the anti-incumbency and relative unpop-
ularity of the CM was an immense burden. Despite be-
ing one of Bihar’s most able administrators, Mr Nitish 
Kumar was unable to rile up his base. Some suggest that 
the reason the BJP did not condemn Chirag Paswan and 
let him remain a thorn at Nitish’s side was because it 
would allow the anti-incumbency vote to go to Paswan, 
a possible ally, rather than the Mahagathbandhan. It also 
ensured that the BJP became the undisputed leader of 
the alliance. 
 
Modi’s BJP has now achieved the highest strike rate (the 
percentage of winning constituencies they competed in) 
in the state, without even projecting a CM face. 

Learning the painful lessons from the last election, the 
party threw their weight behind a household local face 
for this election, but now they have four years to popu-
larise their own Bihari candidate. As the biggest mem-
ber of the ruling coalition, the prevailing opinion is that 
they now have little to worry about. In Bihar, that is.  
To paraphrase a popular Bollywood quote, “Bihar toh 
trailer hai. Bengal mai picture abhi baaki hai”.

Mrinank Chandar
XI

The recently concluded state election in Bihar has eve-
ryone talking about the results. In this story, we cover 
all the candidates who contested from all constituencies; 
evaluate which party won and by how many votes, and 
what was the difference between the winner and the run-
ner up.   

Chart 1: Showcasing The Total Seats Won By Each Party.

The BJP led National Democratic Alliance was the win-
ner of the Bihar Vidhan Sabha election, even though 
the Rashtriya Janata Dal emerged as the single largest 
party, outmanoeuvring the Bhartiya Janata Party by one 
vote. Overall, the NDA beat the Mahagathbandhan, 125-
110. 

Chart 4:- Tabular comparison of the previous election and this election.

Chart 3 & 4 compare the number of votes the major par-
ties got in the 2015 elections and 2020 elections. These 
charts offer a few conclusions. First, BJP has become 
vulnerable when it comes to state elections. This hap-
pened in Rajasthan, Maharashtra, and Madhya Pradesh, 
where they tasted defeated. Second, allying with Con-
gress can be harmful as it happened in 2017 in Uttar 

Pradesh, where Samajwadi Party formed an alliance with 
the Congress and paid a dear price. Finally, with Akali 
Dal breaking the alliance with BJP and NDA, there’s no 
doubt that other alliances may break away from BJP and 
in later elections they may not have the backing of their 
regular allies that have supported them so far. These are 
troubling signs for the Bhartiya Janata Party even though 
they pulled off a miraculous comeback in Bihar! This 
won’t happen every time in every election they contest 
in the future.

Aditya Mishra
XI

Bihar Elections Highlights



On 15thOctober, 2020 the government of Thailand, 
headed by army chief and the prime minister Prayuth 
Chan-Ocha, declared a state of emergency, restricting 
public meetings and censoring the media to resolve 
the rising demonstrations by students. As yet another 
effort by the government to strip away their rights, 
the protesters refused the emergency declaration and 
vowed to resume the uprising, escalating the turmoil 
that rocked the political and royal institutions of the 
world.

The origins of the current discontent go back to the 
coup in 2014 that brought Mr. Prayuth to power and 
introduced more and more public restrictions. Many 
anti-junta activists went missing, fleeing from the 
country during the coup and living in the neighbour-
ing nations. Students at home were ordered to belt out 
a song extolling Thai values every morning. A new 
constitution was introduced by the military in 2017, 
allowing the military to appoint a 250-member senate 
that would play an important role in the selection of 
the prime minister.

Last year, the nation held a postponed parliamentary 
election, which was seen as an experiment in transi-
tioning power to an elected government from the jun-
ta. But after the contested election, Mr. Prayuth held 
power. There was public anger growing up against the 
outsized presence of the military in the government. 
In February, instant protests were sparked by the de-
cision of the high court to disband the pro-democracy 
Future Forward Party, which received the third larg-
est vote share in the parliamentary election. In June, 
after the disappearance of a dissident in Cambodia, 
the demonstrations, which subsided in the subsequent 
months due to the pandemic, went back into effect. 
Students have sustained street pressure on the gov-
ernment from July onwards, and have also begun at-
tacking the monarchy.

Anon Nampa, a 35-year old human rights activist and 
one of the demonstrators `organizers, called for the 
changes to the monarchy in August. Students then 
sent 10 applications to the legislature, calling for the 
king`s properties and the Crown Property Bureau to 
be divided. They were also involved in cutting the 
Palace`s share of the national budget, banning the 
king from sharing his political opinions, and protect-
ing him from supporting potential coups. Given that 
criticism of the monarchy could be punishable with 
jail sentences of up to 15 years in Thailand, this was 
an extraordinary development. The students have 
called for the resignation of the Prime Minister; a 
new Constitution; fresh, free and fair elections; and 
an end to attacks on dissidents and opposition parties 
such as Future Forward Party.

The current movement is largely led by school and 
college students, unlike the past protests in which 
two political sides clashed with each other. In order 
to mobilize more young protestors against the gov-
ernment and the monarchy, they used the young-adult 
pop culture icons and symbols from the Harry Potter 
and The Hunger Games books and films. Hundreds of 
students sang a Japanese Cartoon Jingle at a rally in 
July, when the protests were still in the initial stages, 
mocking the government as hungry hamsters feasting 
on taxpayers` money. Thousands hit the street in Au-
gust dressed in wizard-style Harry Potter costumes, 
holding up chopsticks-walls. They cast mock spells 
against the establishment`s “Death Eaters” instead of 
slogans. They wanted to unite both “the muggles and 
wizards” against the dark powers. The Thai protesters 
borrowed the three-finger salute, a symbol of resist-
ance and solidarity of the movement against the dys-
topian dictatorship of President Snow in the Hunger 
Games trilogy. They again raised a three-finger salute 
on October 14 to a royal motorcade carrying Queen 
Suthida. A day after, an emergency decree was issued.

The government claims that it will not use force 
against protesters, but has also warned them against 
the monarchy being “insulted”. The authorities have 
not demonstrated any willingness to meet the dem-
onstrators` requests. Now, the emergency allows the 
government to address opposition and demonstra-
tions, and several protest leaders have already been 
detained by the authorities. With the students refus-
ing to stand down, Thailand could be descending to 
another shutdown.

Rakshit Khurana
IX
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Nobel Peace Prize 2020
Since its inception in 1901, the Nobel peace prize has 
been awarded to 135 different organizations and indi-
viduals for playing a crucial role in reducing wars and 
de-escalating conflict situations. As Alfred Nobel es-
tablished in his will, the accolade is dedicated to “the 
person who does the best work for fraternity and pro-
moting peace.” Throughout this time period, the award 
has covered a myriad of initiatives aimed at mitigat-
ing issues such as nuclear energy, chemical weapons, 
sexual violence etc. in war. Surprisingly, hunger and 
poverty have never been addressed as major factors in 
combat. Various organizations have been working con-
stantly in order to alleviate problems of human rights 
violations and halt the use of hunger as a weapon in 
warfare. This is why the Norwegian Nobel commit-
tee has decided to award the Nobel Peace Prize for the 
year 2020 to the World Food Program. 

What is The WFP and Why Did it Win?
In 1961, US President Dwight Eisenhower established 
the United Nations World Food Program, which today 
has become the world’s largest humanitarian organi-
sation. The program is currently the United Nations’ 
primary instrument for achieving the goal of ending 
hunger by the year 2030. In 2019, 135 million peo-
ple suffered from acute hunger, the highest in many 
years. Most of this increase was caused by war and 
armed conflict. The Covid-19 pandemic has further 
deteriorated the atmosphere in conflict areas. Be it the 
Nagorno Karabakh area or the Indo-China conflict, for 
various reasons, the outbreak of a virus has fueled dis-
putes all over the world. The need for organizations 
like the WFP has been revamped and the importance 
of providing food, healthcare and basic facilities to 
citizens in vulnerable regions has taken a new form. 
The World Food Program helped close to a 100 million 
people in 88 countries in the face of acute food insecu-
rity and was able to raise over $8 billion in charity. The 
committee has made efforts in identifying the problem 
of food security in the context of the pandemic and 
recognizing the World Food Program for its continu-
ous contribution.

Working of  The WFP
As the need for multilateral cooperation and solidar-
ity increases, programs like this will be instrumental in 
providing aid to affected regions throughout the world. 
The WFP is funded by generous donations made by 
governments, corporations and individuals. Firstly, it 
measures the prevalent undernourishment in various 
regions. The UN defines undernourished as those in-
dividuals whose food intake falls below the minimum 
level of dietary energy requirements. The program 
works on ground to combat hunger - through direct 
provision of food or by the cash transfers to decrease 
food insecurity. In 2019, over 4.2 million metric tons 

of food was distributed.  Other than this, it mostly re-
sponds to emergency situations and natural disasters 
like tsunamis and earthquakes for immediate relief. 
Examples of this are the tsunami in Sri Lanka, the 
earthquakes in Nepal and Haiti, the Ebola outbreak 
and the Syrian conflict.

Efforts in India
One-fourth of the world’s undernourished population 
is in India and about 21 percent of this population live 
on less than $1.90 a day. Our country, therefore, is a 
significant region for the operations of the WFP. As of 
now, this program works towards improving the public 
distribution system and the mid-day meal initiatives. 
It has been targeting the most food-insecure groups of 
India and trying to partner with various states to reach 
these groups. The World Food Program for a long time, 
has not been given the recognition it deserves. It has 
served people in need and has contributed to reducing 
human rights violations in conflicts. Hopefully, with 
the award of the Nobel Peace Prize, the role it plays in 
promoting peace will be highlighted and appreciated.

Arnav Goel
X
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Germany and China
The recent trade war between China and the United 
States has created a stark realisation all over the world. 
It is a realisation that many of those involved in the 
upper echelons of various governments were already 
aware of, but this might come as news to the rest of us, 
especially the more idealistic few. It is the realisation 
that decisions taken by nations not based on ethics, or 
national consensus of the Majority, or some other ide-
als that we are told our government believes in. It is the 
realisation that in the end, national policy on the global 
scale is decided by Money. And right now, there is no 
greater example of this than Germany.  

Politically and economically speaking, Germany is one 
of the most stable nations in the West. More impor-
tantly, it also happens to be one of the most powerful 
nations in the west. Metternich, the famed chancellor 
of Austria Hungary, once remarked that “when France 
sneezes, the rest of Europe catches a cold’. But right 
now, it is Germany that has the rest of Europe reaching 
for a blanket. The matter in question is Sino German 
entanglement. Angela Merkel, one of the most powerful 
women in the world, is under fire at home for her soft 
stance on China. Now, whether the German stance on 
China should be weak or strong is not the question be-
ing answered in this article. To put it simply, all this ar-
ticle aims to do is present the reader with a compilation 
of facts, and draw a versatile conclusion from them.  
Unlike the United States, or its ‘special’ ally the United 
Kingdom, the German leadership seems reluctant to 
ban Huawei. This seems rather offhand, since the Ger-
man government itself has received reports that Huawei 
has worked with Chinese intelligence. According to the 
South China Morning Post, Merkel is facing a ‘Revolt’ 
over the issue of a full ban on the Chinese corporation. 
Germany, a trendsetter in the European ecosystem since 
its unification, holds immense sway over the decisions 
of the other nations in the region. German opposition 
to a foreign power in Europe would make it exponen-
tially difficult for said foreign power to gain influence 
in the region. And German refusal to oppose a foreign 
power, which in this case happens to be China, is wor-
rying some people. 

According to an exclusive from Axios, a high-ranking 
German official is alleged to have suppressed a report 
looking at how the CCP was seeking to influence the 
various elements of German society and business. Ac-
cording to the same exclusive, Merkel is alleged to have 
seen the report. There is, off course, a justifiably apa-
thy towards taking an anti-China stance. The German 
economy relies heavily on exports to foreign popula-
tions, and China is host to almost a fourth of the said 
population. German business, which is responsible 
for the nation’s prosperity and hence the stability of 
its government, is used to having its opinion heard by 
the nation’s leaders.  There might be other reasons for 
this too. The state has a third of the stake in Deutsche 
Telekom, which is Germany’s largest telecom provider. 
According to data, this provider has a heavy reliance 

on technology and equipment from Huawei.  The same 
firm has, according to The Economist, lobbied hard 
against action that would make the deployment of 5G 
in Germany any harder. And the Ministry of Economic 
Affairs, understandably keen to defend the interests of 
German industry, has given the firm its backing. Volk-
swagen was recently trying to defend its presence in the 
rather controversial province of Xinjiang, which high-
lights some interesting historical precedents. The com-
pany has been in China since the 80s, which only serves 
to indicate the Germans’ long economic ties with the 
Communist party. 

According to Politico, companies that championed Ger-
man Industry, like Siemens and BASF, were among the 
first western companies to make big bets on China, in 
the 80s. To say these bets have paid off would be an 
understatement. In the fifteen years since Merkel took 
over as chancellor, German exports to China have 
quadrupled, according to the Economist. That is 400% 
increase, for perspective.  China is the largest trading 
partner of Germany, and they have sufficient incentive 
to maintain the status quo. Some allege that these efforts 
have materialised in Huawei’s plans to set up a media 
outlet in Germany. Think of it like JioTV... in Bang-
ladesh! Off course, till now, the impression the reader 
must have developed is decidedly one sided. One must 
realise that Germany unlike North Korea, or Pakistan is 
not totally wrapped around the dragon’s talons. Merkel 
has met the Dalai Lama an astounding two times. That 
beats most American presidents as well as Indian Prime 
Ministers. But criticism does not equal willingness to 
endure economic damage. Being the largest economy 
in Europe indicates a will to prioritize business, and the 
German leadership cannot be entirely blamed for that.  
What is even more worrying to some people are the 
comments made by German elites, buying into the idea 
that there should be different standards for the judge-
ment of different peoples. A German billionaire who 
has notable ties with China has been quoted as endors-
ing the aforementioned view.  All in all, in the eyes of 
a lot of observers, the above facts can be constituted as 
a problem for Germany, and such a conclusion would 
be hard to dispute. But it would be wrong to allege that 
it is strictly a Chinese problem. According to other ob-
servers, the issue is ties between business and politics, 
and how they stand as a bulwark against the will of the 
people. 

To conclude, one must remember that as much as the 
success of a policy is credited to a politician, this credit 
is more emphasised when such policies fail. This, cou-
pled with the fickleness of public opinion, creates a ra-
zor blade situation, on which the leaders of a democracy 
must balance. And Angela Merkel, despite the opinions 
that exist about her, is a master of maintaining this bal-
ance, and will presumably continue to do so. 

Mrinank Chandar
XI

When we say ‘China to be carbon neutral’, what do 
we mean? When a nation says they are planning to 
be carbon-neutral they are promising that they will 
balance between the rate of emitting carbon and ab-
sorbing carbon. So, what is so special about China 
becoming ‘Carbon neutral’? Two months back, Presi-
dent Xi Jinping made an ambitious pledge to a virtual 
audience of world leaders at a meeting of the United 
Nations General Assembly. The pledge was that ‘Chi-
na will become carbon neutral before 2060’ and this 
is the country’s first long-term climate goal. The fact 
that China is the world’s largest producer of carbon 
dioxide, accounting for 28% of global emissions, its 
decision may inspire other countries to follow suit. 

China will target to cap the increase of global tem-
perature by 1.5° Celsius. Not only that, China went 
further, contrasting with the Trump administration in 
its ecological disregard. However, now with Biden 
as US president, we can expect some environment 
friendly policies from the Biden administration. So 
how is China planning to do it? For China to achieve 
its target; they will be looking for cleaner alternatives 
and for ways to reduce their energy demands from 
carbon resources. Currently, China gets almost 65% 
of the country’s electricity from coal-fired power and 
China is planning to reduce it by a significant margin.  
At around 10 gigatons of CO2, followed by a steep 
drop to net-zero by 2050, this will happen by using 
nuclear alternative energy. Experts say that China is 
planning to do so by increasing the number of nuclear 
plants; currently China’s nuclear capacity is 49 giga-
watts across some 50 nuclear power plants. It has to 
increase its capacity by five-fold to take the produc-
tion to 554 gigawatts by 2050. Not only that, China 
will be aiming to reduce its dependence on fossil fuels 
to achieve electricity production to more than double, 
to 15,034 terawatt-hours by 2060. 

All of this will happen at the cost of $15 trillion in a 
30-year time frame. But during this transition, China 
needs to take care of 4 million workers in the coal 
power sector; perhaps the Chinese government can 
move them to the renewable sector, but both are dif-
ferent and both require a different set of skills. Today 
the question is: will the Chinese government achieve 
its goal of becoming carbon neutral? Experts say yes. 
They can if they follow strict guidelines, but for that, 
they have to make some compromises on their budget. 
But looking at the broader implications of this move, 
China will try to achieve its goal to set an example 
and also to improve its diplomatic standing, which 
has taken a beating after the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Politically, China is always trying to improve its im-
age and attack the image of its rivals like the US.  En-
vironment conservation is an aspect where the Trump 
administration failed to live up to expectations. China 
will try to target the US in their weakest spot and try 
to win the ecological soft battle by achieving its goals. 
So not only will China be helping the environment, 
but will also boost its image diplomatically, making it 
a win-win situation. 

Parth Tiwari
X
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Murder, assassination, terrorist attacks, genocide and 
war are terms which are used increasingly in the con-
temporary world. The lack of humanity shown by certain 
sections of society is appalling. Despite long years of 
progress, we are unable to behave and act like responsi-
ble citizens. It has been a long time since the human race 
faced war. The last great war we faced was World War 
Two. From the 17th to the 20th century, the world was in 
constant chaos and turmoil. Widespread bloodshed and 
cruelty were seen in that era. The brutality and inhuman-
ness shown by some people during these confrontations 
was both atrocious and evil.
 
The people who went beyond their authority or took 
extreme measures against prisoners and captives were 
convicted of ‘war crimes’. The term ‘war crimes’ first 
came into use in the 15th century. The first ever trial was 
of Peter von Hagenbach of the Holy Roman Empire in 
1474. He was condemned and beheaded for crimes that 
“he as a knight was deemed to have a duty to prevent”. In 
his defence he argued that he was just following orders 
which were given to him by his superior. Since then there 
have been several such incidents and cases in which the 
accused party was not guilty of committing a malicious 
act. Innocent people have been punished for serving their 
country and following orders. Sometimes it was the lack 
of evidence which cost the person his life. According to 
the United Nations, a war crime is a serious breach of 
international law committed against civilians or “enemy 
combatants” during an international or domestic armed 
conflict.
 
War crimes can be classified into three broad categories: 
Crimes against Humanity, Crimes Against Peace and 
General War Crimes. Crimes against humanity refer to 
crimes committed with the aim of killing the civilian pop-
ulation irrespective of nationality. These horrendous acts 
may be committed during a war or before its commence-
ment. Systematic and synchronised attacks are strategies 
used for committing such crimes. These include murder 
extermination, enslavement deportation, mass rape and 
sexual enslavement during an ongoing war and persecu-

tions on political, racial or religious grounds. Article 7 
of the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court 
(ICC) clearly states down the conditions on the basis of 
which an individual or a terrorist organization may be 
charged or found guilty of committing crimes against 
humanity. One of the classic examples of crimes against 
humanity was the Holocaust orchestrated by Hitler. Jews 
were mercilessly put into gas chambers and were ruth-
lessly exterminated. Over six million Jews were mur-
dered, about two-thirds of Europe’s Jewish population 
at the time. Crimes against peace is another form of war 
crimes. These are related to the organisation, preparation, 
commencement, waging or participation in a common 
plan or conspiracy related to a war. Crimes against peace 
are generally committed by people who are in a high po-
sition of authority and power. The Nuremberg Principles 
as well as the United Nations Charter define wars against 
peace. Some examples of crimes against peace are the 
Italian attack against Ethiopia in 1935,  the German con-
quests in Europe during the Second World War (1939-
45), the incursion of South Korea by North Korea in 
1950, and the attack of Kuwait by Iraq in 1990. The third 
and final type of war crimes are traditional war crimes. 
These are the most basic form of war crimes. Traditional 
war crimes include felonies against persons or property, 
murder, ill treatment or deportation to slave labour, mur-
der or ill treatment of prisoners of war (POW), killing 
of hostages, torture or inhuman treatment (e.g. biologi-
cal experiments on human beings), destruction of public 
property like monuments and places of worship and un-
necessary destruction by use of arms and ammunition. 
To an extent genocide can also be considered as another 
category of war crimes.

If we put ourselves in the shoes of the offender, we may 
see the real picture. For the convict his actions were justi-
fied but in the eyes of the law it was an inexcusable act. 
War crimes have ruined populations. In the 20th century 

and the beginning of the 21st century, war crimes were 
common phenomena. The major consequences of war 
crimes had to be faced by the civilian population. Chil-
dren have become orphans and innocent people have lost 
their lives to the ruthless and merciless actions of an in-
vading military. The blame for war crimes cannot be put 
on one particular nation and must be shared by the other 
nations as well. Perhaps neutral nations could have done 
more to stop them from happening.

It is not necessary that the convicted person is always 
guilty. A few days ago, former Kosovar President Hashim 
Thaci was detained by the police and transported to the 
detention centre of the Kosovo Tribunal in The Hague, 
the Netherlands to face charges for war crimes. He is a 
wartime hero turned politician and in 2008 became the 
first ever prime minister of Kosovo. He submitted his 
resignation letter as soon as he was indicted of playing 
a role in war crimes. Alan Teiger was the prosecutor in 
the case. He had previously led the case against Radovan 
Karadzic who was a Bosnian Serb leader. Teiger stated 
that he and his team will not focus on the details which 
are not a part of the indictment but they will pay full at-
tention to evidence in hand. According to the prosecutors 
Thaci was apparently responsible for the death of nearly 
a 100 people during the 1998-99 war. In this war Thaci 
was a commander with the Kosovo Liberation Army 
(KLA) and he led the KLA against the late Serbian Presi-
dent Slobodan Milosevic. President Thaci pleaded not 
guilty at the Kosovo Specialist Chambers in The Hague 
to allegations that he committed crimes against humanity 
and war crimes in Kosovo and Albania in 1998 and 1999.
 

War crimes have become an age-old practice. The re-
duction in the amount of war crimes committed is due 
to the ratifications of many conventions like The Hague 
Conventions (1899-1907) as well as the Geneva Conven-
tions. Since its formation in 1945 the United Nations has 
played a crucial role in mediating between countries and 
has also helped to solve disputes between rival nations. 
Till now the United Nations has helped to prevent any 
significant war which is the main cause of war crimes. 
I hope that peace and prosperity is maintained among 
nation-states and the world continues to be in a state of 
harmony.

Kartik Tripathi
XII

War Crimes
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Originalism
The Supreme Court of the United States is somewhat of 
a peculiar institution. It is openly partisan and its judg-
es’ ideologies are matters of public knowledge. The out-
come of an important and prominent case can be easily 
predicted by the commentariat based solely on the ideo-
logical composition of the court. In any truly function-
ing democracy, judicial institutions are meant to act as 
checks on the power of the legislature and executive. 
This is clearly not the case in America, with SCOTUS 
judges openly siding with the administration on many 
controversial issues. 

An elementary understanding of judicial processes may 
lead to the conclusion that the primary goal of any ju-
dicial proceeding should be the dispensation of justice 
based on a document called the Constitution. This is not 
as simple as it seems. A judge’s understanding of jus-
tice as a whole and the emerging legal philosophy has 
come to play a huge part in the judge’s decision-making 
process. This is true not only for the partisan courts of 
America, but in most judicial institutions around the 
world. But what is unique to the American scenario is 
the unflinching acceptance of the single document as 
gospel truth, namely the Constitution of the United 
States of America. While in a country like India, the Su-
preme Court judges may suggest changes to the Consti-
tution, or even denounce certain clauses of it outright, 
this is uncommon in America. This also shrinks room 
for judicial interpretation. The resultant legal philoso-
phy is that of Originalism. Originalists believe that the 
only room for judicial interpretation should be within 
the four walls specified by the constitution, that is inter-
pretation not of ideas but of words. Die-hard originalists 
may also feel that judicial interpretation is unnecessary 
as the only job of judicial experts is to implement ide-
als set down in the constitution without conscientious 
hesitation. 

This view is problematic on multiple counts. Thomas 
Jefferson, one of the writers of the Constitution, said 
that the constitution should be revised every generation. 
This is because laws written over 200 years ago cannot 
be expected to dictate life in any civil society today. As 
economic development takes place, societies and cul-
tures also evolve. And political and economic institu-
tions should be reasonably expected to keep pace with 
societal evolution. Originalists shun this idea. They ex-
pect society to be governed by an ageing document with 
twenty-seven revisions and additions. This is far from 
ideal. 

Another problem with the philosophy of originalism 
are the subsidiary ideologies it has come to be associ-
ated with. The idea of originalism was first floated by 
conservative interest groups and politicians. And they 
were right in doing so. Many antiquated institutions 
like the Electoral College were already enshrined in the 
constitution and still are, and they had vested interests 
in preserving such institutions. Over time, these groups 
started to influence real change. The appointment of 
conservative and originalist judge Antonin Scalia in 
1982 popularized and validated originalism. Scalia’s 
hard line originalism was often coupled with his reli-
gious beliefs. This ultimately influenced his view on 
public policy and jurisprudence. Not surprisingly, his 
legal philosophy was often at loggerheads with that of 
Late Justice Ginsburg, a progressive icon for many. A 
more recent example of originalism paired with strong 
religious beliefs coming together to influence legal phi-
losophy would be that of the recently appointed Justice 
Amy Coney Barrett. Barrett’s strong pro-life religious 
views also stem from the originalism she inherited 
while clerking for Scalia. 

The problem with an original-
ist legal philosophy is sim-
ple-- society should be seen 
as something in constant flux 
and not as something static 
and stationary. The original-
ist world view seeks to govern 
society by rules it considers to 
be set in stone, centuries ago. 
Societies can still be governed 
by ideals enshrined in docu-
ments, but those ideals should 
be subjected to the same rigor-
ous scrutiny that is applied to 
schools of thought that are not 
considered the norm. 

Samanyu Malik
XI

On 7 January 2003, Apple launched its own web 
browser Safari, that was compatible with several 
Operating Systems. Following Apple’s footsteps, on 
2 September 2008, Google launched its own web 
browser called Google Chrome, and on 6 March 
2012, Google went a step further by introducing the 
Google Play app, which included Android Market, 
Google Music, and the Google e-Bookstore under 
one brand! This marked a shift in Google’s digital 
distribution strategy. Today we know how Google 
and Safari are used for the smallest of things such as 
looking up cooking recipes to finding information on 
historical events. These browsers also receive infor-
mation from various sources and websites like Twit-
ter, Facebook and YouTube. However, that’s not our 
area of concern. What we are looking at is how these 
apps and their parent companies often get embroiled 
in political scandals.

So, what’s the reason behind this? What is the bone of 
contention? The law states that websites themselves 
are not generally responsible for illegal or offensive 
things users post on them. They are treated as neutral 
middlemen - like newspaper sellers rather than the 
editors who decide what goes in the paper.

Google (Sundar Pichai); Twitter (Jack Dorsey);
Facebook (Mark Zuckerberg).

This law worries a lot of politicians for the “sweeping 
immunity” these companies get, and this seems to en-
courage “bad-behaviour”. In their defence, the CEOs 
of these companies said, “This law is important to 
moderate the content”. Many people agree with poli-
ticians, they believe this law to be outdated and that 
tech giants easily get away with the consequences 
they otherwise would face, along with the person who 
posts any controversial, factually incorrect informa-
tion. This debate caught special attention because of 
a controversial tweet on then Presidential Candidate 
Joe Biden’s son.

Jack Dorsey (Twitter Ceo) Being Questioned By The 
Senator Ted Cruz.

This is a hot topic of debate since any bad deci-
sion can thwart freedom of speech on the internet. 
Many people support the politicians because in re-
cent years, these tech giants have been sued many 
times since Donald Trump became the President 
of the United States and also because the Chinese 
administration has placed various restrictions on 
Google’s activity. The United Kingdom’s admin-
istration has also placed heavy restrictions on 
Google’s activity. The Department of Justice of 
the United States has now decided to sue Google 
and file a case regarding the Antitrust law. Peo-
ple support the politicians as they want the CEOs 
punished for their misconduct for spreading the 
wrong information.

The CEOs who are being targeted by the United 
States administration also have a right to back this 
law. Partly because this law is helpful for them to 
moderate the content which people post. However, 
one also sees reason behind the politician’s call for 
regulation as many times, posts by anti-social ele-
ments and trolls can be very violent, to the extent 
of making death threats. On the flipside, over reg-
ulation may inadvertently curb freedom of speech 
on the Internet.

It is facts like these that should be studied and 
looked into in detail, instead of asking Google, 
“Ok Google, find the nearest shopping mall near 
me”. Many people may say, “Seriously! We’ve got 
a Netflix series to watch, and do other stuff rather 
than listening to these news”. But it is news like 
these which is important to our daily lives! In con-
clusion, it’s good to enjoy the digital fruit of tech, 
such as Netflix and Prime, but it’s also important 
to keep oneself abreast of the developments in the 
digital universe. So, let’s enjoy the digital enter-
tainment world and follow some digital news as 
well.

Aditya Mishra
XI

When an Unstoppable Force Meets an Immovable Object
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Movie Review

Director: Mark Herman
Cast: Asa Butterfield, Vera Farmiga, David Thewlis,  
          Jack Scanlon, Rupert Friend
Genre: War, Drama, Historical Drama

We are brought into this world without any perception 
of racism and but the world in which we live operates 
differently. The differences between the Nazis and Jews 
go back in history. Hitler considered the Jews to be from 
a different ‘bloodline’ and labeled them as “racially in-
ferior,” or “sexually deviant,” as well as ‘enemies of the 
state’. During the early part of the war, Hitler followed 
the policy of targeting civilians en masse, focusing on 
his final solution of complete extermination of the Jews.
‘The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas’ revolves around this. 

Starring Asa Butterfield as Bruno, a cheerful five-year-
old living with his parents and sister in Berlin, Germa-
ny, with all the comfort and friendship that a child can 
receive. Bruno wasn’t aware of the sharp differences in 
the minds of the Nazi community. Soon Bruno and his 
family shift from Berlin as his father, an officer in the 
Nazi German Army, is transferred to Auschwitz, Po-
land. Bruno is deprived of his friends and enters into 
the new countryside life, not aware of the Jewish con-
centration camp a few miles away from his residence. 
The movie focuses mainly on the naivety of the five-
year-old and his ignorance of the toxic Nazi mentality. 
Soon Bruno befriends Jack Scanlon as Shmuel, another 
five-year-old residing in the Jewish concentration camp 
situated nearby Bruno’s residence, making him his sole 
friend in the countryside of Auschwitz. Bruno and his 
actions are in contrast with his sister Gretel, who is por-
trayed as the perfect Nazi woman. The movie reaches a 
climax when Bruno escapes from his residence to help 
Shmuel to find his father within the concentration camp 
without giving a thought to the reason as to why there 
is an establishment of the concentration camp. Shmuel 
helps Bruno to get within the concentration camp and 
inadvertently leads him to the gas chamber, bringing 
Bruno his demise along with himself. A conclusion can-
not be drawn in a direct way as to who is to be blamed 
for the death of Bruno? The father who didn’t allow 
him to be friends with the people in the concentration 
camp (which resulted in an outburst in Bruno’s compel-
ling him to run away from his home) or the very Nazi 
establishment itself? 

This film gives us an idea of the Holocaust, performed 
by the Nazis and how the people treated or perceived the 
Jewish community. Their physical isolation, the actions 
of the Nazis, their death in the gas chambers! We live 
in a fragmented world, where happenings of discrimi-
nation through racism are not limited to Europe or the 
West. ‘The Boy in Striped Pyjamas’ brings the world a 
vision of childhood pulverized by ethnic and sectarian 
ideologies, propounded by ideologues and dictators. 

Varad Venkat
XII

On behalf of the Welham Film Society

We all remember the farmers’ protest regarding the 
Agriculture Bill 2020, but do we know what the Ag-
riculture Bills were? And why were farmers not in 
support of the bills? Let us take a closer look at these 
bills. 

This Bill is basically a 3-fold modification in the ex-
isting Agriculture Bills. The first is the introduction 
of FARMERS AGREEMENT ON PRICE ASSUR-
ANCE AND FARM SERVICES 2020, which states 
that farmers and buyers are supposed to form an 
agreement on trade details such as pricing, require-
ments etc. Now what is the purpose behind this? This 
protects the farmers’ rights towards his crops if the 
buyer fails to follow agreements on the deal by al-
lowing the farmer to approach the courts. It also le-
galizes the farming trade all over the country. The 
second bill, THE FARMERS PRODUCING TRADE 
AND COMMERCE, gave freedom to farmers to sell 
their crops outside the ‘MANDI’, which means that 
now farmers can sell their crops in any state at a fixed 
price. The last amendment is to the ESSENTIAL 
COMMODITIES BILL. Now what is this essential 
commodities bill? This is a law which controls the 
production, supply and distribution of certain com-
modities. Now what the government has done is to re-
move certain items from this list like, oilseeds, pulses, 
cereals, onions, potato etc. They can be only included 
in the list in a situation like, famine, war, unexpected 
price rise. If prices of these commodities increase, it 
may increase the chances of hoarding of these com-
modities. This amendment may increase the income 
of farmers as the prices of goods increase, but what 
the government has failed to understand is that the 
commodities, which they excluded from the essential 
commodities list, are generally consumed in common 
households, so this can increase the cost of living as 
well, for said households.

Now that we understand what the bills are, what 
are the real problems with it? In the introduction of 
FARMERS AGREEMENT ON PRICE ASSUR-
ANCE AND FARM SERVICES 2020, where farmers 
and buyers are supposed to form legal agreements on 
the trade of crops, the loophole is that farmers may not 
be informed of such complex legal agreements. When 
the government is saying that farmers are supposed to 
have legal agreements with buyers, there are chances 
that farmers could be cheated. The second loophole is 
in the second farm bill. In the second bill, the farmers 
have freedom to sell their crops in any state. By this, 
states like Haryana and Punjab can lose their major 
source of income as farmers will have the option of 
selling their crops to nearby states. Therefore ‘farm-
ing’ states like Haryana and Punjab are likely to lose 
their source of revenue. 

To put it simply. If you are a farmer, then a private 
retailer can purchase goods from you at the best price 
and make a profit of around 50% to 80% on the goods 
at supermarkets. In this new chain of agreements, 
firstly the government will not be able to help farmers 
through policies like MSP and BPLA, as farmers are 
directly dealing with retailers. Also, the government 
will not get any revenue from these transactions. Sec-
ondly, these retailers will be earning more profits as 
they are directly dealing with farmers and can pump 
up the prices of these goods, making them expensive 
for middle class families. These Farm Bills can pro-
vide some benefits, but they will be limited to retailers 
and it has many loopholes which can possibly cause 
problems to others.

Parth Tiwari
X

The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas
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Geopolitics: A Fragmented World
The 21st century geopolitical scenario is best summarized 
by one word- fractured. Every continent has its share of 
territorial conflicts, international grudges and economic 
brawls. Even so-called super-states like the EU are find-
ing it difficult to carry their own weight and are inching 
towards widespread regionalism. China as an emerging 
player in the international order has also upset the once 
prevalent idea of geopolitical equilibrium. How the new 
administration in the US affects these scenarios is yet to 
be seen but, what is certain is that ripples of the outgoing 
US government will be felt for years to come. In this back-
drop, let us analyze the compulsions and idiosyncrasies of 
each of the major players involved.

USA 
The era of Donald J Trump led many to believe that the US 
will soon lose its power in global geo-politics in terms of 
being the controller of the world economy. ‘Nation first’ 
policies in terms of trade easily mutate into political big-
otries that act as a hindrance to free immigration policies. 
These restricting immigration policies are often imposed 
as a form of retaliation in which both countries suffer loss-
es.

Analysts, economists, and political scientists say that 
America won the trade war against China. It did. Howev-
er, people consider it a win because China lost more than 
America did; and not because America made a profit from 
this war. This victory is considered more of a political one 
and not an economic one. 

For the last four years, Donald Trump has sought to isolate 
the United States and make it an individual power. The 
US-China Trade war, restricting immigrants from Muslim 
and neighboring countries, and building the infamous US-
Mexico wall. Britain came up with similar policies much 
earlier when it introduced Brexit: a movement which re-
sulted in a long, political turmoil with questionable bene-
fits. Similar policies are being implemented at more places 
around the globe like India’s ‘Aatmnirbhar’ project. What 
might look like an attempt to create a self- reliant economy 
may inflict direct and collateral damages to these countries. 
Many economic and political experts have claimed, with 
empirical evidence, that attempting to create independent 
economies is a political move to gain popular vote during 
elections and not a stable move for the long-term prospects 
of a country’s economy. 

For the large part of the 21st century, multinational com-
panies have contributed more towards international coop-
eration than governments or international bodies like the 
United Nations have. The change from right wing econom-
ic nationalism to left wing in the United States is expected 
to bring major dynamic changes in its geo-political sce-
nario. President-elect Joe Biden will have to rectify a lot 
of changes that Donald Trump brought during his tenure, 
the Paris Agreement, the Iran Nuclear Deal, association 

with the Human Rights Council, and several other treaties 
that Trump backed out of. In order to maintain stability in 
international relations, Joe Biden will have to ratify these 
treaties again so that America can rejoin global trade as a 
dominant force in global geo-politics. 

European Union
The European Union seems fragmented on many issues. 
The single most important factor that has come to redefine 
the geopolitics of the European Union and all of Europe at 
large, seems to be Brexit. While the concrete social, politi-
cal and economic repercussions may be debatable, the fact 
that it is a symbol of growing regionalism in the EU is not. 
What is even more consequential is the possibility that it 
may trigger a domino effect, causing other states to secede; 
they may leave the EU and join smaller regional alliances. 
But it would be wrong to pin the blame solely on Brexit, 
for fomenting a divided and fractured EU. 

For one, the rise of regionalism in geopolitics has been 
fuelled by the emergence of right-wing political ecosys-
tems in many countries. This has happened in two ways. 
The first is due to the natural flow of politics. The emer-
gence of right-wing politicians and political parties has 
been noted to be a periodical cycle by many political sci-
entists. The second reason, however, is the emergence of 
issues that are traditionally considered as conservative 
catalyst rods. Issues such as immigration and increasing 
crime have been adopted by right-wingers and these have 
been used to fuel regionalism and conservatism. From 
an alternative lens, Brexit itself can be characterized as a 
consequence of the rise of regionalist conservatism, not 
something that led to it. Though it is also distinct from 
the generalized European brand of regionalism in many 
respects. The Tory brand of regionalism has not been justi-
fied by increased immigration or crime, it has been justi-
fied by fabricated socio-economic issues, like the case of 
Boris Johnson’s infamous red bus. But even if we look at 
Brexit as a result of regionalism, the fact that it has given 
rise to more regionalism cannot be mistaken. 

A fragmented and fractured EU would certainly lead to a 
domino effect. As geopolitical fissures are exposed, the di-
vide in ideology and policy grows deeper. Turkey’s threat 
to open its border to migrants and refugees certainly poses 
a great threat to the EU. If disagreements with Turkey re-
garding access to hydrocarbons in the Eastern Mediterra-
nean are not solved, Turkish regionalism within the EU 
would also continue to grow and close its gateway to the 
middle east. This is a highly undesirable scenario. The EU 
has come to be seen as one of the most stable international 
organizations. It has also meticulously guided its member 
states throughout their policy-making processes, to the 
point that it has been referred to as a super-state. If region-
alism and right-wing nationalism come to dominate in the 
European political scenario, then a fractured and broken 
world may become a distinct possibility.

West Asia 
The West Asian chunk of land has been prominent for 
its geopolitical volatility. The area includes some of the 
most violent ongoing conflicts and with the onset of the 
Covid-19 pandemic, it has been hit with major economic 
problems as well. Yemen and Syria have devolved from 
being states struck by economic problems into war econo-
mies. In terms of human development, Syria went back 
four decades and will take up approximately forty years 
to return to optimum GDP levels. The economic crisis has 
only exacerbated problems that were already existing in 
the region. The struggling economies of the region are the 
outcome of decades of wrong development policies and 
severe governance deficits. The conflict has exacerbated 
structural issues, corruption, delays in implementing re-
forms and investment mismanagement. Some countries 
have been trying to carry out reforms but not in the correct 
way; evidently with the global pandemic, things have be-
come even more uncertain. For instance, the resignation of 
the Lebanese government after the Beirut explosion comes 
at a time when the country is in its worst economic crisis 
and has left the future of the country in the shadows.

Arab states are struggling today with their national identi-
ties. Ideologies are now more regional than national, and 
some are calling for the abolishment of the nation-state as 
such harkening back to the Arab Spring incident of 2011. 
Many radical Islamic groups are rejecting the original 
states that we have known for almost a century now. We 
can already see this trend in the increasing geopolitical in-
fluence of non-Arab regional powers, such as Turkey, with 
the Ottomanization of the Turkish foreign policy, and in 
the rising regional influence of Iran.
 
The failure of the United Nations Security Council to deal 
with critical issues relating to maintenance of international 
peace and security is quite evident. In the July session of 
the UNSC, veto power was used to prevent the adoption of 
resolution after resolution, merely deciding to extend the 
opening of crossing points that are needed to deliver hu-
manitarian assistance required to alleviate the suffering of 
the Syrian people. The power struggle in dealing with this 
issue between different nations was obvious, but consider-
ing that human lives were involved, better cooperation was 
expected from world leaders.  

The need for dialogue will always be integral for estab-
lishing order. The signing of the Abraham Accords in the 
White House by the UAE, Bahrain and Israel under Donald 
Trump’s mediation is an attempt to strengthen ties among 
these countries. However, these accords do not address the 
question of the Israel- Palestinian conflict--the main bone 
of contention.
 The resolution of the Russia-Saudi Arabia oil war with the 
mediation of the USA highlights the need for fluid chan-
nels of dialogue.

China
The People’s Republic of China stood at a historic cross-
road as it celebrated its 70th anniversary in 2019 under the 
authoritarian grip of President Xi Jinping. However, even 
at 70, a serious threat of fragmentation outweighs the risk 
of businesses moving out of China altogether. Even in a 
post-Mao era, Beijing’s greatest fear is national fragmen-
tation in the political and regional context. 

But, what is political fragmentation?
Political Fragmentation occurs when a country’s govern-
ment is split into different institutions, groups or commu-
nities running their own agenda while competing with each 
other. It refers to the process of redistributing functions, 
powers, or people away from a central authority by attrib-
uting autonomous entities to one’s own power circles. 
 
The CCP (Chinese Communist Party) is willing to counter 
this existential threat, even in Hong Kong as a last resort. 
They seize upon the words, actions of a minority group 
within any protest in order to paint an entire movement as 
composed of “separatists”, plotting to undermine China’s 
unity. However, some scholars have already deemed the 
Chinese system as “fragmented authoritarianism” (Lieber-
thal), a “negotiated state” or a “consultative authoritarian 
regime”. In simpler words, the current Chinese system has 
created space for autonomy, loopholes for bargaining, and 
hopes for democratization. Taking a closer look into what 
was once known as a “party-state”, today the Party and the 
state have been differentiated. For example, the People’s 
Congress at all levels has started asserting its power to pro-
vide some audit upon the government and judicial agen-
cies.  Local governments often pursue their own initiatives 
in defiance of central directives and political tensions are 
often created between the Centre and the provinces.

Hong Kong, as a Special Administrative Region, enjoyed 
the highest degree of autonomy of all provincial units, but 
its residents demanded even more. When the CCP tried to 
curb these by stripping them of their autonomy, the people 
revolted with widespread protests.  

To understand the fragmentation facing China, let’s under-
stand the term ‘Fragmented Authoritarianism’.

What is meant by ‘Fragmented Authoritarianism’?
Decentralization contributed to the anxiety of political dis-
integration and the emergence of provincial protectionism. 
It brought space for the local governments to play a more 
prominent role in the policy making process, as compared 
to earlier times. Just as the reform era itself created op-
portunities for intensive research on Chinese bureaucratic 
practice, the content of the reforms influenced the specific 
research agendas in important ways. The decentralization 
of the decision-making body was a key reform initiative, 
thereby giving rise to ‘fragmented authoritarianism’. 
Fragmented Authoritarianism focusses on two key dimen-
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sions: ‘structural distribution of resources and authority’ 
and ‘processes of decision making and policy implementa-
tion’.

Lieberthal highlighted the difficulties of possessing actual 
and practical local information within authoritarian sys-
tems. Therefore, this provides ample room for intermediate 
organs, i.e. provincial governments, to expand their lever-
age in the policy making process. This makes the decision-
making process in China more complex and fragmented.
Besides, Lieberthal extended the scope of its arguments to 
lower hierarchical levels. He argued that ‘authority below 
the very peak of the Chinese political system is fragmented 
and disjoint’. The model asserted that authorities are divid-
ed into several clusters based on their own policy interests, 
rather than Central interests.

All these arguments point to the fact that ironically, the 
People’s Republic of China is a highly fragmented coun-
try from the inside, even though this is exactly what the 
CCP fears the most! Many in the CCP are confident that in 
the long-term it can overcome any fallout even if the cur-
rent crisis requires a direct intervention in Hong Kong. For 
them, all that matters presently is national unity, even at 
the risk of long-term political disintegration of their polity 
and system.

The post World War-II global order is becoming increas-
ingly unstable. This is evident in a variety of ways. Re-
gional unions find it challenging to remain unified, and 
emerging powers are forcing the international community 
to redefine global outlook. While international organiza-
tions like the UN have prevented some conflict, the goal of 
international stability is yet very distant. The COVID-19 
pandemic was a great opportunity for the world to unite 
and face a common enemy. However, regional and eco-
nomic nationalism still dominated international discourse. 
If the world is looking at long term stability, it should em-
brace multilateralism as the norm.

Aaryan Mahipal
Harsh Vikram Singh

Shreyansh Jindal
Samanyu Raj Malik
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The Economic
Layer of Diplomacy

The Jawaharlal Nehru National Solar Mission launched six 
years ago in India through which the Government of India 
only bought electricity from farmers who used solar cells 
and modules of Indian origin for power generation. Accord-
ing to the US, the condition is inconsistent with India`s WTO 
obligations, which contributed to the conflict in question. 

This is the only instance in which India has tried to excuse 
violations by relying on the need to ensure compliance with 
its international climate change commitments. This is also 
the first case in which India claimed that its actions were jus-
tified on the basis that measures necessary for the procure-
ment or delivery of goods in short supply and that general 
or local supplies were permissible. After the Second World 
War, this GATT provision was negotiated to meet supply 
limitations. So far, though, nobody has relied on this clause. 

On the grounds of aforementioned exceptions, neither the 
panel nor the Appellate Body accepted India’s move to jus-
tify its restrictive measures. The WTO authorities have given 
a limited reading of the two clauses of art.  The Panel found 
that the domestic requirements for solar cells and modules as 
a prerequisite for the sale of electricity to the government are 
trade-related investment measures. 

The Panel agreed with the earlier reports that if the measures 
contain domestic content requirements, they will necessarily 
be related to trade because such requirements favour the us-
age of domestic products over products from overseas and 
affect trade. Furthermore, the Panel noted that such require-
ments are mandatory under Indian law. Therefore, they vio-
late India’s obligation to accord national treatment by GATT 
and the TRIMS Agreement. 

The Appellate Body stated that GATT should take into ac-
count not only the national output capability but also the 
supply of imports, possible price fluctuations in the relevant 
sector, the purchasing power of international and domestic 
customers, as well as the role of foreign and domestic suppli-
ers in the relevant market, including the exports by domestic 
producers of the products concerned. 

The significance of each of the factors referred to above is 
established on a case-by-case basis. In that case, the Appel-
late Body concluded with the Panel that it was not possible 
to restrict the focus of the problem to prove that the domestic 
production of the goods was in short supply. The Appellate 
Body then affirmed the Panel’s conclusions, having deter-
mined that the conditions relating to the domestic content 
of solar cells and modules as a condition for the selling of 
electricity to the government constituted a breach of the con-
cept of national care, in compliance with Art. Also, the Panel 
and the Appellate Body dismissed the claims put forward by 
India regarding reasons for the above breaches according to 
the article. 

Trayambak Pathak
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Yemen, a deserted country located in the Middle 
East on the southern tip of the Arabian Peninsula, 
cornered by the Red Sea and the Bab-el-Mandeb 
Strait, is on a brink since the outbreak of the Yemeni 
Civil War. A multi-sided conflict between the coa-
lition of Arab and African Countries led by Saudi 
Arabia fighting on the side of the internationally 
recognized government and Houthi rebels backed 
by Iran, has cost the lives of 16,000 Yemenis. The 
long-lasting years of the war have forced the Yem-
enis to displace, leaving their homes with the sole 
priority of saving their children and securing their 
future. With all the outcomes being registered in the 
history of Yemen, famine is among the deadliest, af-
fecting over 85,000 lives of children as of 2018. It 
is also worth mentioning that the COVID- 19 global 
pandemic has acted as a catalyst to accelerate the 
loss of lives, the dashing of the economy, the crash 
of the Yemeni rial and posing threat towards con-
trolling the famine.

The Story of Salwah Allah Dhabi
Salwah Allah Dhabi is a five-year-old girl famine 
survivor, sustaining on the same boat with 2 mil-
lion other children surviving through the same fate 
and 1.7 million displaced from their homes due to 
the war. The hospital she was born in was bombed 
by the Saudi-led coalition, forcing her father to flee 
with her, in order to save their lives. But it didn’t 
end here, her parents had to fight once against mal-
nutrition. 

There are a lot of stories similar to Salwah Allah 
Dhabi which are unheard not because their voices 
are being suppressed by the ruling government, 
however its now generally known that resources 
such as medicines, food and freshwater are increas-
ingly scarce. Yemen is facing a humanitarian crisis 
of epic proportions.

“Yemen is again on the brink of a major food secu-
rity crisis,” said Lise Grande, the UN humanitarian 
coordinator for Yemen.

With UNICEF and other funding agencies retract-
ing all their aid from the hospitals, to tackle the 
COVID-19 situation globally, it has posed a chal-
lenge for the ruling government. General People’s 
Congress (GPC) efforts to help have been insuffi-
cient. Famine hasn’t been officially declared by its 
already a reality. Even before COVID-19, Yemen 
was the site of the largest food crisis in the world 
making it vulnerable to more external threats. 

What Yemen needs is hope, a hope where all Yem-
enis have a chance to live a better life. A Yemen 
where children like Salwah Allah Dhabi have a hap-
py childhood and a future to look forward to.

Varad Venkat
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Yemen on Brink of Food Crisis
“One child dies every ten minutes in Yemen”

                                     - UNICEF 
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Cricket enjoys an overwhelming fan base in In-
dia. It is not just a sport, but a celebration for 
millions of fans and the matches often mean so 
much more than the game itself. However, the 
sport has seen its fair share of controversies in 
the last two decades.

The first incident which tarnished the image of 
the sport occurred in the year 2000. Sachin Ten-
dulkar had become a household name by then 
and cricket had well and truly established itself 
as India’s primary sport. So, everyone was shell 
shocked when the Delhi Crime Branch revealed 
that they had recorded conversations proving 
that several players of the South African Cricket 
Team had been Match Fixing during their tour of 
India. The then South African Captain, Hansie 
Cronje, confirmed all allegations levelled against 
him and was subsequently banned from cricket 
for life. He was killed in a plane crash in 2002 
where he was the only passenger on board along 
with two pilots. Conspiracy theories suggest that 
he was murdered on the orders of a cricket bet-
ting syndicate. However, any such theories re-
main inconclusive to date.

The ever-increasing popularity of cricket hit a 
roadblock and started spiralling downwards. 
When India lost a match, the fans thought that 
the players had taken a bribe and when they 
won, it was perceived that the opposition hadn’t 
given their 100%. The arrival of cricketers like 
Saurav Ganguly, Rahul Dravid and VVS Laxman, 
to name a few, and healthy rivalries between the 
top cricketing nations like India, Australia, Paki-
stan and England provided some respite. The 
country’s triumph in the 2007 T20 World Cup, the 
2011 Cricket World Cup and their admirable rise 

in Test cricket, which saw them clinch the No. 1 
Test Ranking in 2009 greatly helped the cause. 
Cricket’s fan following increased significantly 
in India and in foreign countries as well, espe-
cially after the inauguration of the Indian premier 
League (IPL) in 2008. Unfortunately, all this was 
too good to last.

In 2013, Delhi Police arrested Sreesanth, Ajit 
Chandila and Ankeet Chavan (who represented 
the Rajasthan Royals in the 2013 IPL) for al-
leged spot-fixing. In a separate case, Mumbai 
Police arrested Vindu Dara Singh and the Team 
Principle of Chennai Super Kings Gurunath Mei-
yappan. India Cements and Jaipur IPL, the own-
ers of CSK and RR respectively, were banned 
for two years in 2015. The three sportsmen 
were banned for life. However, Sreesanth’s life 
ban was lifted by the Supreme Court in March 
2019. This scandal barely affected the popular-
ity of IPL. Both CSK and RR made a comeback 
in 2018, with the former going on to win the ti-
tle that year. Even though the IPL has become 
one of the most popular domestic leagues in the 
world, it is still seen as a “money game” and the 
rumours of match fixing never die down.

There have been numerous controversies and 
scandals which have tainted the image of cricket 
and these are ominous signs for the sport. Hav-
ing said that, it has continued to grow in stature 
and its popularity has reached new heights in the 
last few years.

 
Parth Dangwal

XII

Gentleman’s Game?
Welham Boys’ School Online Edition

Politicia 23

Roar of the Past
Calling Bal Keshav Thackeray slightly controversial 
would be akin to calling Shri Narendra Modi slight-
ly popular. Born on the 23rd January 1926, in Pune, 
Bal Thackeray’s father was a journalist who was in-
volved in the struggle for the creation of a Marathi 
state.  Thackeray himself went on to become a jour-
nalist, his first stint as a cartoonist in the Free Press 
Journal with RK Laxman (1947). He soon created his 
own weekly cartoon called Marmik in 1960, where he 
routinely protested against the growing influence of 
non-Marathi’s in the affairs of Bombay. In 1966, he 
established the first successful large scale sub nation-
alist political party, the Shiv Sena. Initially, the Sena’s 
demands were for preferential treatment, i.e., reserva-
tions for Marathi’s in local government and private 
work. The Party protested against South Indians tak-
ing local jobs. In 1967, the party won an astounding 
one third of all seats in the Thane civic polls. Soon, a 
notable controversy arose when Thackeray started agi-
tating for the transfer of Marathi dominated areas from 
Karnataka to Maharashtra. This agitation soon turned 
violent. But, Thackeray wasn’t really worried about 
getting arrested.

 Continuing with the controversy, Shiv Sainiks stopped 
then Prime Minister Moraji Desai from visiting the 
violence affected areas. The Party’s reputation as fear-
less and unafraid of engaging in violence was further 
established when violent clashes between the Sena and 
the CPI broke out in the seventies. In 1970, sixteen of 
Thackeray’s Shiv Sainiks were arrested for the alleged 
murder of CPI MLA Krishna Desai. This conflict with 
the communists earned the Sena the support of the 
Congress Party. Thackeray even supported Ms Gandhi 
during the emergency. This relationship was, however, 
cut short over a dispute in the 1982 textile mill strike. 
Moving forward, Thackeray joined hands with the BJP 
after being left out by Sharad Pawar and his anti-con-
gress coalition. From 1985, there is general consensus 
that the Marathi Pride Narrative was not paying off 
electorally, and it seems that from then on, Thackeray 
embraced his popular Hindutva-vadi stance. It was a 
sound decision. In the 1989 election, his party won 11 
out of 48 Lok Sabha seats while in an alliance with the 
BJP. 

In the same year, Thackeray founded the party mouth-
piece, Samna. Given his tendency to rarely give inter-
views, the public and mass media alike often turned 
to this paper to gauge what was going on in the Sena 
Supremo’s mind. An editorial in Samna supported the 
Babri Demolition, triggering large-scale arson and 
communal riots in Mumbai. The Sena grew with the 
momentum of the BJP, and in 1995, Manohar Joshi be-
came Maharashtra’s first non-congress CM. As Bom-
bay was renamed Mumbai, the Thackeray residence, 
Matushree, became the de-facto power centre of the 
state. The same year, Thackeray had to endure immense 
personal loss. His wife, Meenabai, passed away, fol-

lowed a year later by his son Bundhumadhav Thacker-
ay, who died in a road accident.  In an unexpected turn 
of events, Thackeray himself received much criticism 
for allowing a Michael Jackson concert in Mumbai, 
which many felt was a snub to Marathi culture. Thack-
eray dismissed the critics, and further belittled them 
by inviting the performer to his residence and praising 
his talents. Thackeray’s image as the unofficial leader 
of Maharashtra was further cemented when there was 
a disagreement between him and Joshi, which culmi-
nated in the dismissal of the sitting CM and a swift 
appointment of Narayan Rane, a Thackeray loyalist.  

Just like the Mahatma, Thackeray never participated 
in elections himself, but rather endorsed politicians. 
Some journalists, on the other hand, likened him to 
Hitler, claiming that Thackeray was clearly using the 
institutions of democracy in the move to become a 
“benevolent dictator”. As one will see later in this ar-
ticle, there was little love lost between Thackeray and 
journalists, whom it seemed were regularly trying to 
dig out controversial stories where none existed. 
As the election came nearer, Thackeray began utilis-
ing his mimicry skills to belittle and make fun of his 
opponents. His Sainiks dug up the Feroz Shah Kotla 
stadium in an attempt to protest the India Pakistan test 
series. His other speeches were a huge hit with his fol-
lowers, and gained him immense clout. Unfortunately, 
they were not enough to keep the party in power. The 
BJP Sena alliance was voted out by the Marathis, and 
the INC would go on to rule the state for the next 15 
years.

While out of power, Bal Thackeray named his son 
Uddhav the working president of the Sena in 2003, 
clarifying the succession issue.  In 2006, an upset Raj 
Thackeray formed the MNS, which soon began to can-
nibalize the Sena’s vote bank. This made the party and 
its workers desperate. Soon, Valentine’s day celebra-
tions were vandalized by Sainiks, who claimed that 
the festival was an insult to Indian culture. In 2008, 
a Saamna editorial was heavily criticized for its anti-
Bihari rhetoric. 

Again, these tactics did not pay out, and the 2009 elec-
tions became the third consecutive loss of the Sena 
BJP alliance. But dynamic leaders like Bal Thackeray 
are not limited in their influence to mere politics. Un-
like other Hindutva leaders, Thackeray was at ease in 
the presence of Bollywood celebrities and they did 
well to stay in his good books. In 2010 Shahrukh Khan 
had asked for Pakistani cricketers to be included in the 
IPL. Thackeray retorted saying that the actor should 
be awarded the Nishan e Pakistan which is Pakistan’s 
highest civilian award. The boycotts and burning soon 
followed! 

A man fond of beer and cigarettes, Thackeray abided 
by the principle that there are no permanent enemies 



The origin of the terrorist attacks in France has its 
roots in the knife attack outside a French school on 
October 16 in which a teenager of Chechen origin be-
headed Samuel Party, a teacher who had shown pu-
pils cartoons of the Prophet in a civics lesson. The 
cartoons are considered profane by Muslims. The 
18-year old student who attacked his teacher escaped 
from the incident but was shot by the police after he 
resisted to capitulate.

The President of France Emmanuel Macron gave 
a speech which angered the Muslims and hence he 
faced criticism from the Muslim countries all over the 
globe. Pakistani Prime Minister Imran Khan accused 
French President Emmanuel Macron on Sunday of 
‘attacking Islam’ after the European leader criticised 
Islamists and defended the publication of cartoons 
depicting the Prophet Mohammed. Turkish President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan said French President Em-
manuel Macron ‘needs treatment on a mental level’. 
French President Emmanuel Macron’s remarks de-
fending cartoons insulting Prophet Muhammad have 
caused wide anger among Muslim countries across 
the globe. 

This triggered a campaign to boycott French prod-
ucts. Macron’s statements for ‘the need to reform 
Islam’ drew mass agitations from Muslims all over 
the world. Referring to Islam as a religion in crisis 
across the world’, Macron claimed that ‘the Mus-
lims in France have ideologies that defend separatist 
ideas’. Gerald Darmanin, Interior Minister of France 
said that 73 mosques, private schools and workplaces 
had been shut down since the year began because of 
‘the fight against radical Islamism’. Besides, he said 
he was bothered by the halal food sections in mar-
kets, giving perspective to the French government’s 
take on freedom of belief. The attitude of the French 
government against Muslims has led to growth in Is-
lamophobic actions and racist attacks in the country. 

Many Islamic countries including Turkey condemned 
France’s Islamophobic actions without any disap-
proval, campaigns were launched on social media 
platforms to boycott French products. The French 
Ministry panicked as they heard the news of boycott 
of products in various countries after which they is-
sued a written statement calling for this boycott to 
eradicate.

Gurjot Singh Gill
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in politics. His death in 2012 took away from the na-
tion one of its most firebrand leaders, and the immense 
legacy he left behind was encapsulated in the State 
funeral that he was accorded, the first since Bal Gan-
gadhar Tilak’s in 1920. The city of Mumbai came to a 
halt and those who criticized this decision of accord-
ing him a State funeral were arrested. To this day, Bal 
Keshav Thackeray is the only person who has not held 
political office to be included in the obituary list of the 
parliament. 

The legacy Bal Thackeray has left behind is compli-
cated to say the least. His brand of sub National Patri-
otism and regional politics is the first of its kind, and 
leaders from across the nation have sought to embrace 
this form of regional jingoism that has in turn fractured 
our electorate. Although one might not agree with his 
ideology and the tactics, it is impossible to not admit 

that this man was a master of politics. He had skil-
fully combined and maintained a delicate relationship 
between Marathi pride, anti-Pakistani nationalism, 
Hindutva, anti-migrant sentiment and many more such 
widely contested stances that rarely any other politi-
cian is able to balance at the same time. Agree with 
him or not, his message spoke to his base, which re-
mains loyal to his descendants to this day. 

The Tiger of Maharashtra had an image unlike any oth-
er politician in this country, evoking love and fear at 
the same time, and despite never holding power him-
self, presiding over one of the largest states in India. 
And his legacy, nothing if not controversial, has en-
twined itself with the destiny of not only Maharashtra, 
but India as a whole. 

Mrinank Chandar
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The ongoing rift between Pakistan-China on one 
side and India on the other, is likely to accentu-
ate further, with new developments in the middle 
east. 

The recent battle between Armenia and Azerbai-
jan has divided the Arab world into two blocks.  
Saudi Arabia, UAE and even Israel are on one 
side, along with United State and India. Pakistan 
has sided with Azerbaijan along with Turkey, Iran 
and a tacit Russia. In the midst of all these di-
visions, India is planning a defence cooperation 
deal with Kazakhstan, further antagonizing Chi-
na. If a tussle should occur between India and 
Pakistan, the Middle East and China could be 
drawn into the equation easily. 
 
One has to see how the US will respond once 
Biden takes over, but Russia may not support 
China and might remain neutral.  In a war sce-
nario, China too will not go in for full scale war 
because of the new emerging military blocs in 
the world.  China now has an upper hand in talks, 
having seized approximately 40-60 square km of 
Indian territory in three different areas. China will 
be negotiating from a position of strength and will 
try to impose unacceptable conditions. Further 
there will be no development of border infrastruc-
ture on the Indian side–to restore status quo on 
its own terms. If diplomacy fails, China has come 
prepared for a border skirmish or a limited war
India is a rising power, but its transformation is 
happening in the shadow of China. A closer align-
ment with Washington represents India’s best 
chance to counter China, while efforts to foster 
regional partnerships and cultivate domestic mil-
itary capabilities (although insufficient by them-
selves), could play a complementary role.
 

To what will be a further low to President Xi Jin-
ping, Indian prime Minister Narendra Modi has 
played his wild card in bolstering India’s defence 
partnership with China’s neighbour Kazakhstan, 
right under its nose.

 Delhi has strategically replicated what China did 
with its neighbour Pakistan, in initiating a new 
chapter in defence cooperation with Kazakhstan. 
This will involve both nations pooling their re-
sources together in joint production of defence 
goods. Both India and Kazakhstan are looking at 
exploring opportunities that will provide win-win 
solutions to the industries on both sides.
 
This article may seem like a harbinger to an up-
coming conflict between India and China-Paki-
stan, however, nothing can be said for certain. At 
best this presents potential scenarios that may 
play out. 
 
Even though India is not formally proclaiming 
total support for Armenia, Armenia is supporting 
India on the issue of Kashmir. What the future 
holds for relations in the Asian subcontinent, only 
time will tell. 

Lavansha Shah
Savi Singh
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27th November 

2019 US President Donald Trump signs two bills 
backing Hong Kong protesters, which check the ter-
ritories autonomy and ban the sale of munitions to 
Hong Kong police, angering China

2018 US accuses Nicaragua’s Vice-President Rosario 
Murillo, wife of President Daniel Ortega of human 
rights abuses and imposes sanctions

2017 Pope Francis begins a three-day trip to Myan-
mar, amid the Rohingya refugee crisis

2006 The Canadian House of Commons endorses 
Prime Minister Stephen Harper’s motion to declare 
Québécois a nation within a unified Canada.

1999 New Zealand’s Labour Party defeats the Na-
tional-led government after 9 years in power, Helen 
Clark becomes the first elected female Prime Minis-
ter in New Zealand’s history

1973 US President Richard Nixon signs the Emergen-
cy Petroleum Allocation Act, authorizing petroleum 
price, production, allocation and marketing controls

1967 French President Charles de Gaulle said ‘Non!’ 
to British entry to the European Common Market for 
the second time

1946 Peter Fraser’s Labour government wins a sec-
ond term in New Zealand’s general elections

1942 Tito appoints Anti-fascist Liberation board in 
Yugoslavia

176 Roman Emperor Marcus Aurelius grants his son 
Commodus the rank of Imperator

28th November 

2017 Uhuru Kenyatta sworn in for a second term as 
president of Kenya

1990 Conservative Party chooses John Major to suc-
ceed Margaret Thatcher as leader and Prime Minister 
of the United Kingdom

1990 Singapore’s Lee Kuan Yew resigns, ending his 
term as Singapore’s longest-serving Prime Minister

1986 US Reagan administration exceeds SALT II 
arms limitations for 1st time

1981 New Zealand general election won by ruling 
National party and Prime Minister Robert Muldoon
1943 Franklin D. Roosevelt, Winston Churchill and 
Joseph Stalin meet at the Tehran Conference in Iran 
to map out strategy

1919 US-born Lady Nancy Astor elected as the 1st 
female member of the British House of Commons

1893 Women vote in a national election for the first 
time, in the New Zealand general election

29th November

1995 US President Bill Clinton lifts ban on exports 
of oil from the Alaskan North Slope; the ban was im-
posed after the oil embargo by Arab oil producers in 
1973

1989 Rajiv Gandhi resigns as Prime Minister of India 
after losing national elections

1975 US President Gerald Ford requires states to pro-
vide free education for handicapped

1963 Lyndon B. Johnson sets up Warren Commission 
to investigate the assassination of JFK

1952 US President-elect Eisenhower visits Korea to 
assess war

1943 Partisan Tito forms temporary government in 
Jajce, Bosnia

1935 Michael Joseph Savage becomes the first La-
bour Prime Minister of New Zealand

This Day That Year
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Anti-Development Policies

We all have our favourite modes of travel:  some pre-
fer railways, others prefer to travel by air, whereas the 
majority of the world’s population prefers to travel by 
road. But for these methods of travel to be efficient, 
the terrestrial environment is often disturbed. In re-
cent years the state of Uttarakhand has also witnessed 
such disturbances, although for the people of the state 
and for the politicians, this is tantamount to public 
welfare. The all-weather road being made across the 
state connecting the Char Dham, is a case in point. 
Many consider this as development for the citizens, 
devotees, and the tourists who come to travel during 
the summers. However, this project may irretrievably 
damage the environment, if its not brought to a halt 
immediately.

On August 27, 2020, the railway minister Piyush Go-
yal tweeted this 
Source: Twitter

According to this tweet, a 327 km long railway net-
work will be made available in the state of Uttara-
khand for the Char Dham yatra. This tweet also states 
that this project was a much-awaited one. This project 
aims to link all the Char Dham sites (Gangotri, Yamu-
notri, Badrinath and Kedarnath) via railway networks 
that will pass through inaccessible hilly areas and 
will have several tunnels. Another speciality about 
this project is that it will also cross through Dehra-
dun, Pauri, Garhwal, Chamoli, Rudra Prayag and Ut-
tarkashi.

Now, we go back to 27th December, 2016 when Nar-
endra Modi’s campaign in Uttarakhand took place. 
The highlight of that campaign in the context of this 
issue was a major announcement: the much-awaited 
project, ‘Char Dham Highway Development Project’. 
This project was introduced as a tribute to those who 
lost their life during the 2013 Kedarnath disaster. Also, 
this project has been glorified as an economy booster 
as it will increase the tourism industry in Uttarakhand 
and provide local people new jobs, which in turn will 
check migration to other states.

Source: - Euttaranchal

After a brief description of both these “much-await-
ed” projects, one may ask, “What’s the problem? It 
is boosting the economy, preventing accidents, and 
moreover making travel easier for tourists, and dev-
otees”. However, a closer scrutiny reveals there are 
many disadvantages associated with this project. 
First, the mountains in Uttarakhand are young fold 
mountain ranges, which are still growing. If tampered 
with, they may see landslides and road blockages. 
Second, as far as the railway project goes, travelling 
through tunnels is extremely dangerous, specially 
when that tunnel is not constructed under some bridge 
but drilled through a mountain. If by chance the tun-
nel collapses, the death toll will be very high. Third, 
the highway reconstruction in the non-hilly areas will 
lead to large scale deforestation because the roads will 
be broadened for sure. Finally, as guaranteed by the 
Char Dham Highway Development Project, there will 
be much reduction in traffic. But what about the traffic 
it will cause during its execution, when the construc-
tion work will be ongoing? Added to all the troubles, 
the weather may play a huge part in delaying both 
these projects.

This issue, highly unnoticed yet dangerous, may lead 
to high casualties in the state. These projects hailed 
as development boosters, may backfire. They may 
severely impact the environment. And no amount of 
investment or monetary profit should come at the cost 
of human life.

Aditya Mishra
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