
Editorial

THINK ABOUT IT
Don’t give up what you want most for what you want now. 

We live in a world of the quick fix. We 
encounter a problem; then proceed to find 
the quickest, simplest solution to it. But this 
isn’t very different from applying cello tape. 
Eventually, the glue wears out and we’re 
trapped in the same predicament as before. 
And this reflects most in our newfound 
lifestyle at Welham. However promising it 
might be, the new academic year has not 
incited the same excitement in the student 
body as it once did. Be it the slightly 
tweaked Baisakhi programme or the Inter-
House Hockey, somehow, we have failed to 
encapsulate the same glory that was once 
deeply embedded in our culture. 
 
Having exhausted every excuse ranging 
from unavailability of resources to the 
pandemic, the realisation that we lack 
consistency is finally dawning upon us. 
But why is it that we are blissfully ignorant 
towards the idea of a routine? Mostly 
because, as a generation, we’re accustomed 
to seeking instant gratification - the kind 
of satisfaction you derive from sleeping 
till late on a weekday or scrolling through 
Instagram. Perhaps, we have taken the adage 
‘One Day at a Time’ a little too seriously and 
in doing so, have lost sight of the rest of the 
year. Even in school, the time and energy 
we invest in a particular activity is usually 
determined by the reward we expect. And 
more so by how soon we expect it. Overtime, 
the definition of success, especially in the 
student community, has come to be closely 
associated with quantifiable achievements. 
This has disregarded the value of sustained 
effort. However controversial it might 
sound, I believe that many achievements 
are purely flukes. Winning is conditional 
in nature and heavily dependent on luck. It 
doesn’t necessarily serve as a reflection of 
your hard work and thus cannot be used to 
gauge a person. In fact, the faster you try 
to succeed at life, the less successful you’ll 
actually be. 
 
Why don’t we choose to defer gratification? 

One of the primary lessons economics 
has taught us is that time and risk are 
prerequisites for long-term gains. Most of 
us are scared of operating on uncertainty. 
Continuous work is stressful because we 
can’t ascertain its culmination into success. 
The fear of not getting compensated for 
all your endeavours can easily manipulate 
you into choosing comfort. This edition of 
the Oliphant is a collection of experiences 
and anecdotes which comment on how to 
overcome this surge of ‘fear and doubt.’ We 
tend to forget that growth is personal and 
that each of us follows our own timeline. 
The only reason we strive to win as quickly 
as possible is because we’re running the 
same race as everyone else. This is why I 
urge the school to take a moment and re-
evaluate even the simplest of definitions – 
those of success and discipline. 
 
Striking things off a checklist can make 
you feel relieved but never content. 
Similarly, viewing the school as merely an 
amalgamation of the yearly events is a blurred 
vision of what Welham stands for. Because 
more than any of its accomplishments, ours 
is an institution which prides itself on its 
culture – one of hard work, growth, unity 
and perseverance. Whether or not we’re 
able to conduct a Baisakhi or an Inter-House 
properly should not affect this culture. It’s 
time we reinstate our heritage and stop 
relying on the calendar to do so. It’s time 
we stop gluing together the school and start 
repairing it instead.

-Arnav Goel
 Editor-in-Chief
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We are stuck inside the boots of a cantankerous 
killer named Colt who is cursed to repeat the 
same day of his life until he can figure out a way 
to break out of that loop. You explore the islands. 
Four districts at four distinct times during a 
repeating day all with the ultimate goal of killing 
the eight bewitched ravers that are holding it into 
the same time loop.

If you think of the movie “Memento” and how it 
reflects the idea of a person knowing something 
but without knowing what they know and having 
to leave visual reminders of themselves. And 

then the butterfly effect shows that a single action 
can have untold results on the future death loop 
is both of those smashed together with guns and 
superpowers as a first-person stealth action game. 
Colt can follow leads like a lead-footed detective 
flooring it to his enemy’s strongholds in the world 
and trying to take each one of them down and 
gather their power called slabs.

If you die, you can die twice or go fully back to 
base.The mystery of the history here is trying 
to answer the rhyme of time and what it all 
means because the entire story is its puzzle. At 
first, it makes no sense but where the game gets 
interesting is where the story changes as you 
begin to do things in the world that change the 
story and adjust it. For example, what feels like 
an impossible task at first of taking out eight 
enemies all in one day starts becoming a tangible 
reward as subtle changes you make to the world 
will make that a bit easier.
Deathloop stutters a couple of times those 
occasional bugs that doled out the story and 
changed things. I think that despite having some 
rough edges here and there, Death Loop could be 
considered another great work of Arkane Studios, 
one that has undoubtedly remained for posterity. 

Well, basically if you are a fan of the work of this 
company, I would tell you that this new proposal 
has to be within your priorities, I am sure you 
will love it. As always, whenever I have the 
opportunity to talk about Arkane’s work, I will 
tell you to give it a chance as soon as possible, 
because, with Deathloop, we are talking about 
another of the great jewels of contemporary video 
game design, thanks to its very fine design and 
shape.

-Shlok Singh
 X
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GAME REVIEW
DEATHLOOP
Developer - Arcane Studios 
Rating - 7/10
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“The world is not tame. People forget that.”

 The book opens helpfully with the following 
characterizations about its protagonist: “Ove is fifty-
nine. He drives a Saab. He’s the kind of man who 
points at people he doesn’t like the look of, as if they 
were burglars and his forefinger a 
policeman’s torch.” What the book 
takes its time revealing is that this 
dyed-in-the-wool curmudgeon has 
a heart of solid gold. Readers will 
see the basic setup coming a mile 
away, but Backman does a crafty job 
revealing the full vein of precious 
metal beneath Ove’s ribs, glint by 
glint. 

Ove’s history trickles out in 
alternating chapters—a bleak set 
of circumstances that smacks an 
honourable, hardworking boy around 
time and again, proving that, even 
by early adulthood, he comes by 
his grumpy nature honestly. The 
backstory chapters have a simple, fablelike quality, 
while the current-day chapters are episodic and, 
at times, hysterically funny. In both instances, the 
narration can veer toward the preachy or overly 
pat, but wry descriptions, excellent pacing and the 
juxtaposition of Ove’s attitude with his deeds add 
plenty of punch to balance out any pathos.

Ultimately though, Ove can demonstrate to a father 
the importance of standing by his son. And it is in 
fighting an attempt to move an elderly neighbour into 
a senior’s facility that becomes the lightning rod for 
rallying the community and ultimately Ove. You can 

hear Backman’s respect for his elders and those who 
have skills working with their hands. Ove gets into 
complexities, partly because of his inability to decode 
people’s behaviour, understand “foreigners” or show 
flexibility. Or as Ove puts it “It is difficult to admit 
one is wrong, particularly if one has been wrong for a 

very long time.” He helps us notice 
our judgements.

The book deals with the dark 
subject matter at times, when Ove 
can see only one way out of his 
loss and loneliness. Depression 
among the elderly or people 
dealing with the loss of a partner is 
a very real problem that too often 
goes undetected. However, Ove’s 
repeated efforts to find a resolution 
to his situation lose their impact on 
me. I got it the first time. On the 
other hand, I became so attached to 
Backman’s character that I broke 
a “rule” of mine and skipped to 
the end to make sure Ove was still 

there too.

This book would be suitable for young adults. A 
Man Called Ove is rich with themes about youth 
and ageing, loss and how immigration can change 
a community for the better; it presents these issues 
in a way that opens the discussion and helps us see 
our blind spots. In the contest of Most Winning 
Combination, it would be hard to beat grumpy Ove 
and his hidden, generous heart.

-Garvit Singh Taneja
 X

BOOK REVIEW
A MAN CALLED OVE
Author - Fredrik Backman 
Genre - Fiction
Rating - 4/5
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 Gunna recently dropped his fourth and final 
instalment of Gunna’s Drip Season series. 
DS4Ever debuted atop the US Billboard 200 with 
approximately 150,000 album-equivalent units. 
Gunna released his album when we were into the 
first week of 2022, on 7th January. DS4EVER is 
one of the best albums Gunna has ever released but 
unfortunately, it didn’t get the hype it deserved. 
The Weeknd’s and Gunna’s albums were released 
on 7th January in what is, ironically, is usually a 
fallow period for new releases. Both of them gave 
their fans less than a week of advance notices. 

The album features famous hip hop artists like 
Drake, 21 Savage, Young Thug, Future, Lil Baby 
and surprisingly Chlöe. All the tracks on this album 
are styled in lowercase. The tracklist has a total 
number of 20 songs out of which two of them have 
more than sixty million plays.  Tracks like ‘Pushin 
P’ and ‘Too Easy’ blew up the Internet. “life of 
sin” sinks due to a disappointing contribution by 
Nechie. His messy flow, uncreative bars and lack 
of chemistry with Gunna make it a difficult listen. 
If you are someone who uses the Internet, you 
must have come across posts, memes and videos 
glorifying the term ‘Pushin P’. This slang term 
has taken social media by storm, and everyone 
is using it without them even knowing what it 
resembles or means. After everyone was curious 
to know what it means, Gunna cleared the air 
regarding the meaning of the term. He said that 
‘P’ resembles ‘Player’ as in, keeping it real. 

The album lasts for an hour and when I heard it for 
the first time, I wasn’t disappointed. This turned 
out to be a pretty good album and you can’t get 
bored listening to it. But unfortunately, the quality 
of the tape does waver. “Life of sin” sinks due 
to a disappointing contribution by Nechie. His 
messy flow, uncreative bars and lack of chemistry 
with Gunna make it a difficult listen. “Die alone” 
would have been strong without the verse of Chris 
Brown. Songs like these did disappoint but others 
like “south to the west’’ deliver an impressive 
exhibition of lyricism. “25k jacket” featuring Lil 

Baby was personally one of my favourite songs 
on the album. Gunna trades his calm, beat-riding 
approach throughout the entire album.

- Divyam Duggal
X

ALBUM REVIEW
DS4EVER
Artist - Gunna
Genre - Hip-Hop
Rating - 7/10
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“When we have second thoughts about something, 
our first thoughts don’t seem like thoughts at all, just 
feelings,” said Sydney J. Harris. Second thoughts 
--- what are they? They are the reconsideration 
or a revised opinion of a previous, often hurried 
decision. These are second thoughts or doubts that 
can sometimes be beneficial while also ruining. 
Firstly, how can second thoughts prove to be ruining?

They can cause one to rethink and turn down a 
golden opportunity that could have changed one’s 
life. Moreover, exploring the unknown, i.e trying new 
things, is a must as it helps break the monotony of 
routine and stimulates us intellectually, mentally, and 
physically. But most of the time, we let the fear of the 
unknown restrict us from broadening our horizons. 
But pushing ourselves out of our comfort zones is 
good for us; it helps us vanquish our fears and allows 
us to learn both about new things and about ourselves. 
Indecisiveness puts you into a negative space. A time 
arrives when you can longer trust your first instinct, 
and this can be very ‘dangerous’ at those times 
when you are required to make rational decisions.
In my opinion, my first thoughts are never my best 

ones; they are always someone else’s, formed by 
what I must have heard, the conventional wisdom.

Now, let us talk about the merits of second thoughts.  
One can use them to get themselves out of a bad 
situation or simply review the first thought. You 
walk around the problem again, this time in a three-
dimensional way, follow your head this time, let all 
the parts of your mind participate, have a better idea 
of the nuances, and then arrive at a conclusion that is 
an original one, not influenced by someone else’s. To 
your pleasant surprise, the result may be better than 

the one which came after the first instinct or maybe 
not. But don’t get disheartened! At least now, you 
would have a better idea of the subtlest distinctions. 
It is now possible to explain your thoughts to others. 
Your brain is getting some exercise, and you are 
practising to look at issues from different angles.

Now, let us analyse whether second-order thinking 
is essential or not.‘Never seize on the first available 
option, no matter how good it seems, before you’ve 
asked questions and explored’, said Ray Dalio, the 
billionaire investor. First-order thinking is clearly 
fast and easy; we look for a solution without 
considering the consequences. For example, you can 
think of this as ‘I’m hungry, so let’s eat a burger’.

Second-order thinking is more deliberate: It includes 
first-order thinking just with the addition of questions 
like “And then what?” This means thinking about 
the consequences of eating the burger. If you do 
this, you are more likely to eat something healthy.

But sometimes listening to your head may lead 
to more tangible success, but not following your 
heart will make one regretful, the person will never 
be ‘satisfied.’ It is more sensible to follow the first 
thought that came to your mind that was, ‘I am hungry, 
so I’ll eat the burger.’ Doing so will at least leave 
you content. While in some cases one may just not 
have the time to ‘listen to their head.’ In conclusion, 
second thoughts need to be followed and avoided; it 
all depends on the situation and one’s perspective.

-Eshan Agarwal
IX 

Are Doubts Beneficial?
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We’ve come a long way, everyone. Just a little more 
before we reach the shore. I, Divyam Duggal from 
Class 9 am going to tell you about all the dark/
downcast/pessimistic things we have to face due 
to the unchecked proliferation of the pandemic, 
Covid-19. It has ruined the lives of majority. We’ve 
lost 5.74 million people to this pandemic and it’s 
no joke. It has ruined the lives of adults, children 
and especially teenagers. All of us- my friends and 
I always wanted to have fun in our teenage years. 
We wanted to have fun together, lose together and 
most importantly, win together. We wanted to show 
our seniors that we were capable of something. We 
wanted to teach something important to our juniors 
before we left school. We wanted our teachers to 
know that we’re the best batch they’ve ever taught. 
We wanted to be the best debaters the school has 
ever nurtured but all of these our dreams and plans 
were crushed. 

My friends and I were so busy making plans about 
the future that we totally forgot about the bad things 
that were going to come our way. I wish I could go 
back and refashion my thoughts. Everything would 
have been really different if Covid19 didn’t hit us. 
We would be in school now, writing all our articles/
poems on a piece of paper, working all day to 
somehow get a badge and most importantly, having 
the time of our lives. It has crushed the dreams 
of millions of students like me. Who would have 
thought that one day, there would be a pandemic 
which would force us to remain locked within our 
home? We, teenagers, were told about the fun adults 
had when they were our age. Wish we could have 
experienced it too. 

There have been a lot of ups and downs in this 
phase. It was like an emotional roller coaster but 
this one gave bad vibes more than the good ones. 
I, personally, lost someone who was the dearest to 
me. He was there, in my hands, crying so loudly that 
I felt like his heart was going to explode. I couldn’t do 
anything. I was helpless. 

Tears of Anguish

I have never been mere 
Always drowning in queer 
To this macabre charade around me 
How can I ever adhere

In this ceaseless cravenness?
I just want a haven 
But I reckon that’s too much to ask ,
When all is  just a veil behind a mask,

I see the world curving in
Inertia blinding me,
And as the light hits my eyes
I am left at bay.

To indulge the perpetual dismay, 
When all this hits in stampede.
I drop the act of toughness, 
Now all I can do is concede

To the world saying 
“You are not enough”.

- Nabeel Ahmed Khan 
VIII

I fell silent for a few minutes, thinking of all the 
good times we spent together. I got justice, but 
deep down, I was broken. Someone who was so 
dear to me that I could die for them vanished in a 
minute. At last, I would say it again, it’s been two 
and a half years and we’ve come a long way, just a 
bit before we reach the shore. It will pass.       
  

 - Divyam Duggal 
IX                        
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Ver’s’es
Two poems. One heading. You be the Judge and Jury 

A Fading Torch  
Human behaviour is like tree
positivity branching out of it
but what makes my soul fear 
is that its days of existence are numbered.

Little did I know that this is what 
Gives rise to aspirations in good people 
And dead ends to the ones who thought
The world was only made for them.

The two paths seemed unclear
To me until a few years ago when 
Evil and good both influenced my decision
With people choosing both.

But with each instance of different
 Emotions passing by, I started believing 
That being positive is what 
The  human soul demands.

I may have strong faith in it but there 
Are very little footprints ahead of me
The path has become less valuable with time
The torch of kindness, care, and hope keeps 
fading.

-Keshav Agarwal
X

During this pandemic,
I long stayed; in dark and cold,
in dismay of being infected.

Inside my abandoned room;
surrounded by ominous haze,
indeed, forgot I,
the warmth of those sun rays.

Every day, some pessimist reports,
Appears in bold;
Which I, with eyes shut,
wish every now and then, 
had better remained untold.  

Now, nothing appeals to me,
As it ever did before,
Now, I find no reason at all,
To step out the door.

I wish for a day,
When this love for darkness fades
I yearn for a future
To live my old days

- Sanskar Gupta 
IX
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Hearing people speak in English used to instill in me 
a sense of cynicism or rather (I would say) fear inside 
me. English has always been my weakest point in 
academics. My marks in English would make me feel 
like being slapped tightly on the face. A special kind 
of disgust had taken birth not only for this so-called 
subject but for this entire world. I would percieve 
myself as an inferior who knew nothing about creative 
writing though it was regularly taught by the English 
teacher every day (I had lost interest in English 
class perhaps!). Seeing my batchmates and even my 
juniors writing articles for this school magazine, I felt 
degraded like a student who was nothing but a dullard.

Reading had always baffled me and I would hate 
reading any novel or  storybook but was always 
forced by my parents to do so as I was not good at 
writing. I used to hear these words very often, “Read 
more so that you can write better.” This would put 
me in a state of doldrums as I could not ever connect 
or comprehend how reading a bunch of useless 
stories like the one about a boy with a scar would 
help to write better. What is the point of using good 
vocabulary (as pointed out by my teachers) instead 
of using lucid language which can be understood by 
anyone? 3 years passed feeling inferior all the time, 
always worrying- ‘I am not creative’ and because 
of this I was not able to pen down a thing but I had 
always heard my elders say this— in life, everyone 
gets an opportunity to improve and comprehend things 
better and I believe that is what happened with me. 

As the lockdown was imposed, sitting free at home, 
I had nothing to do and Netflix was of no help at that 
time to me, I saw a weird thick bunch of sheets (had 
no respect for it till then to call it a novel). Flicking 
through the pages, I started finding it interesting and 
without realizing it, I completed the novel the same 
day. That was the first instance in my entire life when 
I had gained the confidence to read a non-academic 

book. This is how it began. I started reading more 
and more things which I believed was a waste of time 
and was worse, became a friend of mine but still, my 
writing was far from what I felt it should have been. 
Returning to school after one and a half years turned 
into a boon for me. It was for the first time that I had 
started thinking that I have to write- I didn’t know 
what but I knew that I have to pen down something. 

One day, having nothing to do, I grabbed one of the 
magazines and read one of the articles written by a 
senior titled ‘Doing Nothing is Important’ which 
urged me to start something new. Within a couple of 
days, I found myself, going through every edition of 
the magazine that I found and reading its articles and 
this developed in me the urge to write. Finally getting 
to the crux of the doldrums I was facing, I understood 
that my fellow mates and seniors write beautifully 
because they don’t bother if they write good or bad, 
they write because they take ‘writing’ as an independent 
medium to express themselves to their fullest. 

The things which I found irritating and a waste of 
time have now become my friends in the state of 
boredom. Although I feel nervous while penning 
down these words, I feel that I am not scared to 
write anymore. To conclude with, Mark Twain’s  
seemingly absurd words now seem perfectly 
relevant: “The man who does not read books has 
no advantage over the one who cannot read them.”

- Atharva Agarwal 
IX 

The Language Barrier
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A Tribute to Ms. Joyeeta Mukherjee
Note: This tribute has been delivered once, back in 2018, when apparently, Joyeeta Ma’am was on the verge 
of “retiring”. Today - March 2022 - Ma’am has finally decided to leave us and the Oliphant Board couldn’t 
help but express our emotions. 

I write this with tears in my eyes, but of course with no 
regrets. Joyeeta Ma’am has been a constant guide for 
her students, and to be honest, I personally haven’t 
seen a teacher like her in my whole life. Her criticism 
always sounds more like a potential complement. Her 
students have always manifested their desire to not 
let her go, but we understand that she needs space 
and a break from a very hectic life.

She claims that she hasn’t seen such a class 
(referring to Class 10 A) in her whole career, which 
is a feeling we reciprocate, as we too, haven’t seen 
such a perfect teacher in our whole lives. She says 
she was lucky enough to get an extension which 
allowed her to teach our grade, but we feel even more 
fortunate to get an opportunity to be taught by her. I 
haven’t seen a person, even for Ma’am’s experience, 
who has all their emotions perfectly blended. So, I 
must commend her free therapy sessions which all 
of us had the privilege to receive. She was more like 
a mentor than a teacher who just had to do the job. In my opinion, she wasn’t actually just teaching, but learning 
and enjoying it all these years. 

I, along with everybody who has been taught by Ma’am, can’t express the amount of dejection we’ll feel after she 
talks to us as a teacher for the last time. We can only try to remain in touch ,but distances do arise as time passes 
by. Even though her leaving might separate us, we’ll never forget the memories we made together. Her voice 
and her exceptional outfits would be missed by a lot by us (you think we don’t notice). More than her voice, her 
individuality and presence would be missed, and for a month or so, we would only wait for her in the English Lab, 
expecting her to remind us for the umpteenth time “Submit your Assignments Baba!”

Ma’am, this is for you. As you always quote, “Work on your writing skills, kids.” You are the one who worked on 
all of us, and prepared us for anything possible. I don’t regret your decision, but as I write this, I feel a lump in 
my throat. It’s so sad that now there’ll be no one to stand for us and constantly push us towards completing 
assignments. I don’t know who’ll teach us English from now on, but I do know that whoever that is will be nothing 
compared to you. We wanted you to stay for two more years, just like every batch before us but unfortunately that 
could not happen. My whole batch and I consider ourselves lucky enough to witness you in action. I wish you all 
the very best for your future and hope to see your retirement plans come true. Don’t worry Ma’am, we’ll still be 
waiting for you to come with a cup of tea near the English Lab, and exclaim, “I’m here boys.” You’ll always be here!

- Pranay Singh Dhaka
X
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That One Experience
Brian lived a mundane life. Nothing special ever 
happened. It was as if he was reliving the same day 
every day. One night, he was lying awake and thought 
to himself, “Why has my life been so boring?”. Then it 
struck him that throughout his entire life, he had always 
been afraid of taking part in any activity, whether it was 
going hiking with a few friends or going for a dive in 
the ocean. Following this self-awareness, he considered 
doing something to help him overcome his fears.
He played with the idea of several activities, ranging 
from rope walking to hiking a mountain. Although he 
doubted his ability to perform any of these activities, he 
finally decided on skydiving, believing that if he didn’t 
do anything fun for the entirety of his life, what did 
he actually do that made him enjoy his life even for a 
moment?

The next day, the first thing he did as soon as he woke 
up was make a reservation for a skydiving session next 
week. At the start, he was quite excited, believing that 
he might finally do something entertaining for once, 
but within a day, this excitement turned into anxiety 
and nervousness. The initial thoughts that came to him 
were of all the possible ways his skydiving experience 
could go wrong. “What if his parachute didn’t open or 
what if he couldn’t land properly and severely injured 
himself?” For the next few, these were the only things 
he could think of. At one point, he nearly cancelled his 
reservation but didn’t go through with that decision, 
believing that if he didn’t overcome his fears now, 
maybe that time would never come.
 
Finally, the day arrived, he arrived at the location quite 
early and continuously questioned the instructors. The 

instructors told him that he was being way too paranoid 
but that didn’t help ease his anxiety. When it was 
finally time to go, Brian felt nervous like never before, 
but he got on. Right before he and his instructor were 
supposed to jump off, he was given his last chance to 
turn back. He thought for what felt like an eternity, 
but in reality, it was just mere moments. His brain told 
him not to jump, conjuring up all the possibilities that 
could lead to him getting severely injured or worse, 
dying. As he was about to say that he couldn’t do it 
and wanted to go back, he remembered that he came 
here to overcome his fear, and for the first time in his 
life, he believed in himself. He said he would do it, and 
he and his instructor jumped off. Those few minutes 
in the sky were perhaps the best moments of his life; 
the beautiful sky high above the clouds, the cold air 
rushing around him. Soon they landed, but to Briann, 
it felt like he was only in the sky for a few seconds. To 
him, this was the most surreal experience of his life, but 
most importantly, he overcame his fear of never taking 
a risk.

He reached home and made another reservation, but 
this time to go for a dive into the vast ocean.

—Ashaaz Ansari
IX 
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A WISE MAN’S SAYING 
The paparazzi were storming the place, not ready to 
sit down, and kept bumping into each other while little 
kids were hiding behind their parents to avoid the flashy 
white lights of their cameras. If you haven’t guessed 
already, we are talking about a press conference, but 
this is a very hyped press conference as a well-known 
business magnate who people look up to is also coming 
to this press conference.

This will be his first press conference, as he likes to 
maintain his privacy and generally does not appear at 
public events. This conference was all about how to 
face your fears, and there were many attendees, so 
the crowd cheered when he showed up while walking 
down the aisle. He seemed pretty nervous, and then it 
all began. Then the first question he was faced with was 
how he felt while doing this show in front of the 629 
people in attendance, as this was his first time. It took 
him a moment to respond to this, but he replied that he 
felt very shy and a little uncomfortable and that this 
was his worst fear. Then suddenly, another question 
popped up from an overly excited paparazzi with his 
voice (you could tell the businessman was not happy 
when he cut him in between). The businessman, trying 
hard not to comment on his behaviour, replied that 
his fear was not of speaking around a lot of people, 
but his fear was of fear (you read that correctly) and 
he continued by saying that he didn’t want to fear 
anything and continued by saying that he was also 
pretty straightforward and liked minimalist touches to 
things, which made him feel light-hearted after a hard 
day of work.

The same paparazzi asked him another question: did 
he have any doubts regarding any of the important 
decisions made by him? He laughingly answered that 
the most stressful decision he had to make was whether 
to attend this press conference or not, but he replied on 
a serious note that he didn’t mean he didn’t have any 
doubt in his mind, and instead added that he was almost 
always stuck with different options to choose from, 
but he was never clueless and responded faster than 
others. He was then asked how to be fearless, but then 

he instantly replied that nobody can be fearless, but 
he can be willing to take the calculated risk, he added 
quickly, and one should know how to do so. But he 
mentioned that he didn’t like to use the word “fear” and 
he generally referred to it as a challenge or an obstacle. 

He then said if you look at the pros of this situation, you 
might learn new things from it and conclude by saying 
don’t be clueless but do have options that confuse you, 
but both will lead you to a successful path one way 
or the other. The press conference was then declared 
over, and people took home a lot of ideas from the 
conference. 

-Varanay Khurana
IX
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W O R D
Metaverse is the Destruction of Reality

For
Today, the gap between the real and the virtual world has 
lessened substantially and a collision seems more probable 
than it used to, a couple of decades ago. Nowadays, 
technology has extensively improved to make human life 
much more fluid. Virtual reality has been one of its most 
prominent creations. As mentioned earlier, virtual reality 
is working to assert its dominance over the real world. To 
absolutely minimize this gap, the top tech companies are 
trying to revolutionize the internet and upgrade it by making 
a 3D (virtual) world called the Metaverse. 

Metaverse is a massive online space powered by virtual 
reality in which users have their own uniquely customized 
real-looking avatars and can perform a wide range of 
activities from playing games to interacting with other 
users and possibly working. Here, people build up a virtual 
community and move around as they do in the real world but 
much faster. The concept of the Metaverse isn’t new. It was 
addressed in Neal Stephenson’s ‘Snow Crash’. The novel’s 
prescient vision of a virtual world is gradually proving to be 
true. 

However amazing the Metaverse may seem, it carries a lot 
of drawbacks. All of us were aware that sooner or later in 
the future, humans would attempt to renounce the real world 
and become  slaves of their own intangible creation. The 
proposition firmly believes that this intangible creation is 
the Metaverse. The opposition may argue that the Metaverse 
would allow us to do all sorts of activities that entails a 
lot of physical energy in the real world. However, this 
would ultimately make humans lazy and we would want to 
apply the least effort to do a particular job. From playing 
exhausting sports such as football, rugby to enjoying oneself 
with friends in a movie theater; everything will become a 
virtual activity, which isn’t very pragmatic. 

During Covid, the proposition can admit that work from home 
availability has helped to compensate for our pre-Covid life 
up to some extent. But the effects of constant screen time on 
our health are despicable. Reports have shown that 60% of 
people want to stay at home after the Covid-19 pandemic is 
over and these results expose a deeper issue. People don’t 
want to work hard anymore. Working from home has made 

people very lazy and would severely affect global health in 
the future. Even with the existing technology available to 
people and the multitude of opportunities, they’re obsessed 
with their devices and can’t be separated from them. 

We should understand that the Metaverse brings many 
underlying ill effects with it. Sometime after the Metaverse 
is fully available to people, we will get bored staying in 
the virtual world and yearn for something new. Eventually, 
we would lose interest in doing anything at all because its 
excitement will vanish away. In the current situation, staying 
at home is a necessity, but later staying at home will become 
a choice. We can’t keep distorting our future by focusing on 
making life easier with Metaverse. 

Though Metaverse could help in the medical and education 
sector, the proposition believes that it would cause most 
of the medical or educational problems in the first place. 
The proposition wants its audience to understand that 
the Metaverse is a source of bad addiction. The current 
technology is disturbing the lives of many. Who knows what 
could be the effect of an advanced one? The opposition might 
state that Metaverse could help in the office atmosphere 
just by putting a VR headset. This removes obstacles out 
of our way. But what is the use of a headset when you can 
physically experience it in the real world? The answer is, it 
is unnecessary to take the help of VR technology as it comes 
with a lot of health problems. Our mind is severely affected 
by digital gadgets and the Metaverse will become the cause 
of making the human body weak. 

The COVID pandemic won’t last long and life will become 
normal once again But Metaverse would help in binding 
us at home thus, leading to a very distorted world soon. 
The proposition wants to rest the case by stating that the 
metaverse might be close to reality but never be the reality. 
Therefore, it becomes a medium for destroying reality.

                                                                             - Rakshit Khurana 
X
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“With time the world is getting smarter and if you are not 
keeping up with the times you will just live and die for no 
reason”

Technology has evolved and is the most widely spreading 
so-called mechanism in this present world. Technology has 
brought a revolution and the metaverse is developing and 
upgrading every day which, undeniably is our very future. 
The word ‘Metaverse’, may look like a very vague term 
but this sole term spans over a very vast field. One of the 
biggest controversies that still exists is that people don’t 
know what ‘Metaverse’ exactly means or relates to. The 
Metaverse can be defined as a simulated digital environment 
that uses augmented reality (AR), virtual reality (VR), and 
blockchain, along with concepts from social media, to create 
spaces for rich user interaction mimicking the real world. 
Think of social media as it exists today, but a more integrated 
and immersive version of it. 

The opposition firmly believes that the metaverse instead of 
destroying reality (which is the state or quality of having 
existence) is the bright future of this world- a universe in 
itself. Let’s look at the present times during this pandemic: the 
shopping malls have temporarily shut down, organizations 
have adopted remote working models, and people have 
isolated themselves from huge gatherings, meet-ups, and 
other events. In-person interactions have almost been 
finished and social gatherings now remain only as a thought, 
here comes the role of the Metaverse which comes to our 
absolute rescue in this field. Like the real world, users can 
trade land, buildings, and other digital assets and explore 
the space using their personalized avatars. These avatars are 
replicas of the user that can do everything a human can do in 
the real universe. If we look at the current scenario, online 
shopping has become one of the biggest trends these days 
but it is often seen that people are returning their orders as 
the size of a particular garment is not appropriate or they 
may not find something similar to what they had seen on the 
phone, whereas with the help of the metaverse, one will be 
able to try clothes and thus order them which will eradicate 
the possibility of future confusions. So, the argument put 
forth says that the Metaverse will destroy reality but instead 
of that the opposition firmly believes that will itself be the 

future reality. Wearing a headset and sitting at home and 
taking part in worldly affairs looks ostentatious though it 
may take a lot of time to adapt to this, every change requires 
a time period. Secondly, the Metaverse will not lead to the 
destruction of reality, instead, it will be a world of its own, 
perhaps one which is already very close to reality. 

Technology has also brought about a change– ‘work for 
home’ was just considered hypothetical, a few years back 
but that does not mean, the reality is finished, the reality still 
exists. Similarly, the Metaverse is part of this so-called word 
‘reality’ itself. For instance, users will soon touch and feel 
the virtual objects through one-of-its-kind haptic gloves. 
One of the arguments that proposition proposes is that these 
technologies will eventually force us to become ‘completely 
dependent on virtual information around us but if we analyze 
it carefully and be observant regarding this statement, then 
this is one of the merits of Metaverse as it is helping us every 
time. For example, most of us are in a way dependent on our 
family and friends and they are the ones helping us in every 
situation. 

If we even consider the analogy between the Metaverse and 
the so-called term ‘reality’ (as said by the proposition which 
will be destructed), we will get to know that Metaverse has 
innumerable merits such as allowing managers to effectively 
communicate with the employees, including reading their 
body language and in-person interaction, etc which is exactly 
the same that can take place in ‘reality’. This completely 
proves that the Metaverse is the future reality and a part 
of it. Metaverse is actually an unfathomable sector and is 
developing to bring about a positive revolution in this world.

-Atharva Agarwal 
IX

Against
Metaverse is the Destruction of Reality

w a r
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E d i t o r ’ s
THEME BREAKDOWN:
Nobody is fearless, and everybody is doubtful. Fear 
and doubt, to me, are as important as the concept of 
love and the feeling of happiness. Love won’t exist 
if there is no fear. Fear is essential because it makes 
it feel like life is so uncertain. Uncertainty comes 
with fright; we fear death and even the concept of 
death. It is the only truth we know, yet we fear it; 
we know it’s supposed to come, but when? This 
“when” is what creates the utmost doubt and 
fear. This “when” might be the next moment or 
maybe fifty years from now. Fear catalyses our 
relationships because, without the feeling of losing 
everything you have, no one would care about the 
people around us. If there was no fear, nobody 
would try to go around checking out the people 
they are associated with. Care comes with fear; in 
my opinion, it is just an aspect of fear. 

We can’t limit fear; it exists everywhere, in every 
moment we live. I don’t think we would have been 
able to get anything done without having a fear of 
a specific person or situation. It is, of course, an 
emotion that we don’t want to feel within us. We 
don’t realise that if this didn’t exist, you would 
be “fearless” and being extant without a specific 
emotion is not a human condition. If you become 

“fearless,” that would do more harm than good, 
and the good won’t last for long. With fear, we are 
talking about another emotion– doubt. Now, doubt 
is something that engenders ideas. We hate it, but it 
does create effective ideas. That’s why it is always 
good to doubt before we do something. Nothing that 
suddenly takes place gives us absolute happiness. 
The element of doubt lets us have a second thought 
before we take a step. 

I don’t want to limit myself to the primary debate 
about whether these emotions are cardinal. We 
need to understand that we have been raised in an 
atmosphere that teaches men to be “fearless” and 
stoic. Being scared of something has been branded 
as an act of shame. In the society we live in, we are 
told to decimate a side of our personality just for 
the sake of fitting well into a specific situation or 
group. This is the myth that we have to live with. 
It is just human nature, and I believe that having a 
problem with such a thing is dumb. 
Everything can’t be positive all the time. That’s 
why we have chosen such a topic. If fear and doubt 
hadn’t existed, I don’t think we would have ever 
given our best to resolve these issues and tried new 
things. This change in the magazine is only for the 
better and will lead to many productive outcomes.

-Pranay Singh Dhaka 
 X 
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t a k e
FEAR AND DOUBT

It is like any other night, you’re sleeping blithely 
without a care in the world and suddenly your 
body starts to feel like it’s falling into a void which 
throws shivers down your body, making you jump 
out of the bed. One of the most primitive fears of 
a man stored in the subconscious- falling. Today’s 
theme leads us to the elements which bind one’s 
freedom but keeps one alive at the same time. Fear 
and doubt are the necessary evils existing in every 
mind. During the early ages, humans needed fear to 
survive which gave way to rationality. To be able to 
know one’s limits and be able to sense a potential 
threat, I’d say fear plays a key role in the evolution 
of homo sapiens. Machiavelli always said that it is 
better to be feared than loved because fear acts as 
a supreme which has always kept the society under 
the one feared.

Fear and doubt can be binding but chaos and order 
depend only on these factors; a stable society is 
built across the foundation of fear. Regulation and 
social order are maintained on the premise that 
‘one who fears is the one who follows’. The whole  
human civilization has succeeded because of these 
elements. Fear has fuelled many constructs which 
keep society running, be it democracy or even 
the concept of God, the Creator of all mankind. 
What keeps an average man on the street from 
suppressing his primal instinct and not going on 
a rampage demolishing everything in its way? 
The fear of the system, the fear of the supreme, 
the rationality barrier of fear. Though there are  
many cases of specific individuals who could rise 
above the mediocre because while we all continue 
to live our lives as sheep, there is that one black 
sheep who tries to challenge the balance of chaos 
and order. Not all succeed but the ones who are 
able to, go beyond and break their limits, have to 
break through the rationality wall inside them. This 
barrier created by fear and doubt has also brought 
demise to many. These emotions have the prowess 
to make one hollow from the inside if not handled 
the right way.

So one can conclude that without the existence of 
such confidence draining feelings, one cannot go 
further ahead in life. In a way, doubt indeed leads 
to damnation but people tend to forget that doubt 
always raises a question opening up a plethora of 
possibilities and those questions raise curiosity, the 
cause of evolution. Second thoughts have the power 
to reveal paths never seen before. While we all are 
tilted towards a specific side of these emotions, a 
balance between the two has been maintained for 
social order. One can never lose these factors in his 
life, they can bury it deep inside but not get over 
them. Courage is not the absence of fear but the 
will to stand against the fear because while many 
may not agree, it is okay to be scared as we aren’t 
perfect beings and to fear is to be vulnerable and to 
be vulnerable is to be human.

-Trayambak Pathak
 X

THEME BREAKDOWN:



Dude of the Month - Mr. Satyendra Pandey

The Dance of Democracy 
Elections are called to be the very spirit of democracy but 
always outlaw the major norms of a democratic country 
when it takes place. Voting on the basis of caste, religion, 
and the region has always been particularly prominent in 
every election in India. In recent times, India has been going 
through one of the most important phases of state elections. 
Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Punjab, and Goa are in the 
middle of their election phases. Indian elections are also 
called the “dance of democracy.” This dance isn’t specified to 
be a good dance because what we see all around us is nothing 
but fear and doubt; fear of losing power and get affected 
as a result of it. Doubtful about who’s comparatively more 
genuine amongst the options we have? The question isn’t 
‘Who is genuine?’ It’s about asking the correct questions but 
still not getting the appropriate answer.
 
Elections are an indication of a change, and the change 
doesn’t necessarily need to be a good one. We all make bad 
decisions in life. The change could be positive for one, but 
also negative for the other. It’s all about the specific personal 
agendas we all have. Everybody doesn’t think the same way. 
In India, when people elect leaders, they don’t look at their 
locality’s candidate but at the leader of the party. The thing 
which pulls India away from developing and knowing its 
problem is that people vote for a face rather than a specific 
person on a personal level. What it does is that when the 
people at the top get to know that, the majority community 
of people believe in one person, but not in an ideology, 
they try to manipulate the public on a particular face and 
start extracting votes, not from the manifesto, but using the 
person’s face. This would put more and more incompetent 
people into the Parliament, and it would only harm the 
people who have voted. 

People say that everybody can have their own agenda, but 
if we compare two agendas, one pushes the country towards 
development and the other one pulls it back. Comparing 
temples with actual human lives is irrelevant. People are still 

doubtful. But why? Because of the ideology, the people of 
the country or community are fed with, they see their faith on 
one hand and development on the other hand. It’s unfortunate 
that the leaders of the country manipulate the people of the 
country by making them believe that their faith is the way to 
development. Elections also create fear— not just among us 
but also among the leaders. They are scared of losing power, 
and they use this power of public manipulation by creating 
fear among the people of the majority community against 
the minority one. This is known as polarization, and it is 
one of the most powerful election tools, making elections all 
about instilling fear and gaining votes by inciting riots.

While we talk about elections, it just isn’t about the large 
scale. Just to promote leadership, elections take place in 
every school and locality. Elections are always encouraged 
in every school so that people know how to vote and what 
thought process they should have before voting for a person. 
I like how the concept of elections has become so common 
amongst us that people should have an opinion from a young 
age. Voting teaches a person about the consequences of any 
action they take, and it shows them how they will choose 
their own leaders one day.

This debate has no conclusion. It is an ongoing debate, and 
to be honest, we criticize elections, but we don’t really have 
a better option. We don’t live in an ideal world where the 
volunteers are so perfect that the public can vote without 
fear and doubt. Change comes with time, but all we need to 
be aware of is the people who create doubt and fear. We need 
to prepare for the worst because the people “ruling us” are 
creating an environment where free speech is just on paper, 
but a myth otherwise. 

-Pranay Singh Dhaka
X
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Dude of the Month - Mr. Satyendra Pandey

This section has always seen great nominations, 
raising the bar every time. The first entry of this 
year’s dude of the month is taking the bar to new 
limits. Mr. Satyendra Pandey, AKA ‘Satyendra Ji 
Pandey,’ has always made sure he leaves people 
laughing after a conversation (no matter if it 
is with them or at them). Famously known as 
‘Pandey Sir,’ he has a strict code of ethics which 
he follows, his traditional way of doing things has 
always left many jaws getting dropped. He may 
not look like it, but his braininess surpasses even 
the greatest tactician, Chanakya. He observes and 
understands everything, but will always reply with 
a mile-long smile. Pandey Sir has treated all his 
students like his own (let’s just say without any 
partiality and favouritism). He has always been a 
messiah to the 7th graders (KBS knows too well). 
After being in the news this month, Pandey Sir has 
successfully pulled his house and its juniors over 
the suspension line. 

Pandey Sir and controversies go hand in hand; 
there isn’t one month where you don’t get to hear 
something funny about our fun-loving sir. You 
will find him entertaining a lot until you get into 
the bubble of his opinions. Once you go out, his 
laughing Buddha-like nature won’t take seconds 
to meltdown and burst. His amazing stories from 
his hometown are always a treat, with a hint of 
humour and morality (both of which are a part of 
UP politics). His college days of glory at Banaras 
Hindu University are 

something that is known by every Welhamite 
who has been in his class at least once. His 
unusual stories of student politics always leave 
us amazed. If he were not a teacher, he could’ve 
been a politician, but there is one thing that 
would never have changed: his Olaf-like nature. 
It is clearly evident that KBS holds all BJP-allied 
teachers (not a targeted statement). 

Pandey Sir has done a lot for the Hindi 
department (no matter how underrated). Be it 
Hindi elocution or Hindi debate, the speaker 
inside him rises to help his apprentices. All the 
awards achieved by the students in his field 
always have the helping hand of Pandey Sir. 
Those who have worked under him very well 
know that once his fierce writing is out, we all 
get to see his rare college days form. When 
Pandey Sir teaches (which rarely happens 
because of his tales), the pundit (pun intended 
once again) inside him shines brightly. He is not 
only a master of Hindi but also of Sanskrit. We 
are all already aware of the fact that Pandey Sir 
has the knowledge of 500 shlokas (guess that’s 
why he loves people named Shlok). A rumour is 
going around that Pandey Sir is setting up a little 
political organisation of his own (mainly with 
pundits).

It’s a little difficult to see him around the barber 
shop, and what makes him ‘The Dude of the 
Month’ is his confidence. Mr. Pandey is  
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insecure about his hair (which is barely left). 
He can’t control other people’s “zulfein.” His 
art is his innocence. According to him, he’s the 
busiest man on the planet, only after Mr. OP. His 
favouritism is famous in the whole school; it’s 
not just for Krishnaites, but only for selective 
KBS students (and for some special cases). If he 
favours a soul, that person holds the power to be 
at the top of the world (equivalent to the infinity 
stones). Pandey Sir might give everything for his 
favourite souls, but at the same time, he makes 
sure to make their lives even more difficult inside 
the school walls. 

Pandey Sir, no matter how smart, always gets 
inhibited by the language barrier. People always 
try to confuse him with English, even though he 
may understand everything. He’ll just give you a 
wide smile, as if the incarnation of the laughing 
Buddha himself is standing in front of you. 

The telltale stories of Pandey Sir are never-ending, 
but one thing can be said for sure, he’ll make sure 
that his life struggles are always presented in front 
of us and all of his struggles are real (just a little 
exaggerated). He is like a counselor to Krishna 
B, but just without the degree but with stories. 
Sitting with students and chit-chatting with them, 
and then calling it ‘managing the house’. (We are 
speechless.)
While we all know what a lively personality 
Pandey Sir is, it is really difficult to capture the 
experience of a conversation with Pandey Sir. 
These days, he doesn’t seem to be coming to 
Krishna Tenth’s room because of very unfortunate 
statements made by his students. According to 
him, every person he meets is far better than the 
two people he chose as reps from the current 
Krishna 10th. 

He has influenced his house to believe that his 
house is the safest place in this country, 
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(very similar to UP leaders’ believing their state 
to be the safest state). The stories from the school 
where he was educated lead us to believe that 
“safe” means something different in his dictionary. 
We wish him the very best for the future and the 
upcoming school elections, where like always he 
has to choose between the deserving ones and his 
favourite ones. 
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KUSH COO

Defectorial Body Prefectorial Body 

Sabhya, Dilawar 
& Anhad Ryan Garg

What’s In What’s Out

Separated at 
Birth

Rakshit Kamboj Soham Agarwal

Batch Of 23 Batch Of 21

Parth Tiwari Bhargav Sharma

Shubhankar Dhulia Ankur

Agastya & Rudr Thomas & Arthur Shelby

Naman Sarawgi          Arnold schwarzenegger

Rumour has It
• Rudra is trying to bring old Welham back!

• The whole of Grade 12 is interning at Tencha.

•  Aditya Rathi has been pretty busy on calls early in the morning.

• Arham Jain is spotted at the Subway gate everyday at 7:35 waiting for someone.

• There has been a lot of movement in the orchard field lately. (Cottage visits obviously)

• It took Agastya 10 minutes to write the editorial for the latest Politicia. (A promising tenure ahead)

Through the 
 keyhole
• Aryan Tibrewal- I was asked by the HOA to take 

attendance before PT.

• Ankit Sir- Pull up your collars (presidents know)

• Thakur Eshaan- Is parent consent required for 
self outs? (privileged much?)

• Arjun Arora : The school admits new boys in 
Grade XI so they can spy on their batchmates. 

• Kartik Goyal: KT Ma’am teaches Humanities, 
right?

Anjishnu Avi Squidward (Spongebob)

Shivam Atal Shivam Vishnoi & 
Devansh Saini

Jamuna House Film Arnav Goel

Musical Evening Batch Dinner

Aayusman Tiwari Gucci & Calvin Klein

• Pratyush Sikaria always tries to cover his 
forearm. 

• Kartik suddenly stopped attending Hockey 
practices. (with great power...)

• Arjun had to stay low after the farewell. 
(balancing it out)

• Surya has been attending all the 
entrepreneurship classes lately.

• Prachish finally came back to school. (Instagram 
crashed)

• Eshaan and Trayambak don’t hang out anymore. 
(clan wars?)

• Maulik doesn’t want socials anymore. (Ecole 
refused)

Ever Wonder Why?
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