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It gives me immense 
pleasure to intro-
duce this academic 
year’s first edition 
of the Politicia. I am 
delighted to see the 
enthusiasm of my 
fellow Welhamites 
without whom this 
edition would have 
been impossible. 
Numerous notions 
were devised before 
the topics of the ar-
ticles were frozen.
Times are altering 

and so are we. The world is slowly and gradu-
ally becoming a dismal place to live in due to a 
number of catastrophic events which have real-
ly torn apart the universe. I know that I may be 
sounding pessimistic but that is how it is nowa-
days. Some people including me are looking for a 
reset button in the hope of starting all over again. 
However,everyone agreed unanimously to keep 
the tone of the magazine encouraging despite 
these turbulent times in politics worldwide. 

To set the tone for our venture this year, I would 
like to state that politics is not an isolated phe-
nomenon that is alien to the average schoolboy. 
Of course, politics refers to more than the mere 
winning of elections and the governmental pol-
icies that take shape thereafter. It refers to how 
we interact with each other, with those above and 
below us. And politics thus exists in a microcos-
mic society such as ours too. We have seemingly 
democratic elections; we have bodies that hold 
great power over their subjects and have equally 
great number of responsibilities. In this way, we 
have already been familiarised with the fascinat-
ing concept that our magazine seeks to explain. 
So, what exactly does the international political 
landscape look like as of today? The pandemic 

has impacted intercontinental relations and af-
fected the political systems of numerous coun-
tries; causing postponements of judicial activi-
ties, isolation or losses of multiple politicians 
and delay in elections due to fears of spreading 
the virus. The reaction to the pandemic has led 
to an unprecedented increase of governmental 
power. The supporters of small governments 
worry that the state will be unwilling to give up 
that power once the crisis is over. This has been 
the case in numerous historical occasions.

Amidst this horrific political situation, our new-
est edition not only highlights many issues such 
as the situation in Russia and Ukraine, the prob-
lems Afghanistan is facing and the Sri Lankan 
Crisis, but also offers fitting solutions. If our civ-
ilization has to survive, we need to apply pow-
erful strategies. Peacebuilding and stabilisation 
are the need of the hour. Despite our best efforts, 
homo sapiens are not going to wipe themselves 
from this planet. When the Sheikh of the UAE 
was asked the question “Why does your country 
need a Ministry of Happiness?” He answered, “I 
want my people to have a better life now. I want 
them to be getting a decent education now. I 
want them to have access to the best medicine 
and be healthy now. Not in 20 years.” I firmly 
believe that the goal of the governments across 
the globe should be to create a happy, safe and 
peaceful society so that future generations can 
take pride in their survival.

                                   Agastya Raj Pahwa
                                      Editor In-Chief
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Ne mutlu Türk’üm diyene…. “How happy is the one who 
says I am a Turk!” 

It is the motto of the Republic of Turkey, first used during 
the 10th anniversary of the proclamation of the Turkish Re-
public by Mustafa Kemal Atatürk, the father of modern-day 
Turkey, a reformer who brought his nation to power with 
the western world. He secularized Turkey, a nation that 
acted as the caliphate for almost a millennium, replaced 
the Arabic script for the Turkish language with the Latin al-
phabet, replaced the Islamic calendar with the western one, 
brought mosques under state control, faith was a private 
matter, Christians and Jews could worship their God freely, 
headgears and headscarves were discouraged, Turkey went 
from being a conservative Muslim empire to a secular and 
liberal republic, all thanks to the policies to Atatürk. The 
Turkey of today, however, is very different. Kemal’s secular 
republic is now ruled by a leader who wants to take his 
country back to its conservative Ottoman ambitions. He 
aspires to rule the Turkish soil like Sülyeman the Magnif-
icent. Recep Tayyip Erdoğan has been controlling Turkey 
for two long decades, first as Prime Minister and now as 
the President. In these years, he has turned Turkey into an 
autocracy and installed himself on the moral high ground. 
The Turkish president also has a unique diplomatic ap-
proach. While on his visit to the United States in 2017, he 
was greeted with protests for his unsecular and anti-Kurd-
ish policies. President Erdoğan was furious, so much so, 
that he unleashed his bodyguards on the protestors. They 
punched, kicked and choked the demonstrators as he 
watched. If Erdoğan could pull that off on American soil, 
imagine the disasters he is undertaking in Turkey. In 2016, 
The Republic of Turkey witnessed the bloodiest coup at-
tempt in its history as a republic. The Turkish military, 
whose core mission is to keep Turkey secular, launched a 
coordinated operation to unseat an increasingly dictato-
rial Erdoğan. Soldiers and tanks rolled down the streets, 
a number of explosions rang out in Ankara and Istanbul, 
and Turkish fighter jets dropped bombs on their own par-
liament. The aftermath of the coup’s failure was appalling. 
Erdogan got thousands arrested for questioning the situa-
tion. Sixty thousand people were jailed on charges of terror, 
including military personnel, police officials, journalists, 
teachers, academics activists, lawmakers, judges and pros-
ecutors. A few years after this massive crackdown, Erdoğan 
feels he is entitled to do as he wishes, so he is converting 
cathedrals and museums into mosques.
The conversion of the Hagia Sophia museum, which was 
built as a Greek Orthodox church and remained the cen-
tre of the Christian faith for centuries, into a mosque was 
just the tip of the iceberg. The Turkish regime is undertak-
ing a series of conversions of churches, museums, Byzan-
tine and Roman era structures, all are being Islamicized. 

 The ethnic Kurdish people who make up about 20% of the 
Turkish population are being oppressed in all ways pos-
sible. The Kurds cannot write university dissertations in 
Kurdish. Turkey has historically persecuted Greeks, Arme-
nians and Kurds. The use of Kurdish language, dress, folk-
lore, and names was banned, Kurdish cities renamed, and 
the Kurdish-inhabited areas remained under martial law. 
In an attempt to deny the existence of a Kurdish ethnicity, 
the Turkish government categorised Kurds as “Mountain 
Turks”. 
Turkey suffered one of its worst inflations in its history in 
February this year. Thanks to Erdoğan’s policies, the lira 
further crashed. Despite high inflation, Erdogan stuck to 
his interest rate policy. He has forced the country’s central 
bank to keep interest rates low which means the Turkish 
banks could give out loans at cheaper rates. Turkey’s central 
bank remained helpless, since it came under Erdogan’s con-
trol. The president justified his decision by invoking reli-
gion, saying Islam won’t allow him to cut interest rates. Last 
I checked, Turkey was still secular. Today’s Turkey is chas-
ing new conquests, even if it involves violation of interna-
tional laws. Erdogan is following the playbook of expan-
sionism, his country provoking its neighbours by claiming 
disputed territories and waters. After the discovery of new 
energy deposits in the eastern Mediterranean
 sea, Turkey claimed all of it. The Turkish president wants 
to reclaim the lost glory of the Ottomans, and he wants 
the world to witness it. The Turkish propaganda machine 
is producing T.V shows like ‘Ertugrul’ which distort histo-
ry in all ways possible to show a Turkish glory that never 
existed. They tell you a lot about Erdogan’s approach. The 
man then flies to Islamabad to address a joint session of 
Pakistan’s parliament, where he justified Islamabad’s cross 
border terrorism and accuses India of making Kashmir suf-
fer. He has never wasted an opportunity to question India’s 
secular credentials. Ironically, this comes from the leader of 
a country which massacred millions of Kurds, Greeks and 
Armeninas and shamelessly denies it, invaded Cyprus and 
tuned the once prospering island into a warland, erased the 
long Christian history of the Anatolian peninsula, and also 
ignored the sufferings of its own Turkic Uighur brothers. 
The point I am trying to make is simple. Erdogan is no 
friend of India and wouldn’t stop meddling in India’s in-
ternal matters. India has the second highest number of 
Muslims in the world and Erdogan wants to be seen as the 
leader of Muslims, a modern-day caliph. He has made Is-
lam the centre of Turkish politics and the guiding light for 
Turkey’s foreign policy. The prize he wants in return is for 
Turkey to replace Saudi Arabia as the de facto leader of the 
Islamic world. 

                                                      Trayambak Pathak
                                                                     XI
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Myanmar, a country in southeast Asia, was al-
ready affected by the Covid-19 pandemic when 
another shock to it in the form of a coup. The 
military forces seized control on 1st Feb 2021 
after the general elections    
in the country. After this period, 
limited information used to get 
out of the country and what-
ever got out was uncertain and 
not reliable. Communications 
were cut off and resources were 
sparse. Infuriated by this, peo-
ple were opposed to the coup, 
or the opposition formed with 
the intentions to later turn 
this movement into a re-
bellion to free the country. 
Sadly, their efforts were 
in vain as they were put 
down by the government 
using tactics which involved 
fire, water cannons and rub-
ber bullets. As the situation 
worsened, People’s Defence Forc-
es stepped up. They were a pseu- do – alliance 
of civilians who opposed the coup and wanted 
to get their voices heard. Though, this was their 
intention, 40 of them were tortured and savagely 
killed to serve as an example to others during the 
month of July in 2021. Fights for independence 
continued all over their country. They are still 
ongoing. We still don’t see any kind of condition 
getting better. 

People are jobless, hungry, on the streets and 
they haven’t done anything to deserve that.
They deserve happiness, they deserve proper 

facilities, their children deserve proper edu-
cation, the military chief of Myan-
mar is said to be the man responsible 
behind the coup. As far as the mil-
itary themselves, the have turned 
into sadist oppressors. The United 
Nations and other countries are 
serving as mediators as the matter 
is serious. If they get involved, this 

could turn international and 
the consequences won’t be 
pretty.

Myanmar, in all aspects has 
seen a downfall. The econo-

my has taken a hit and trade 
has totally gone down and jobs 

lost. People, a nation’s greatest 
resource, are now living in fear 
and poverty. Tourism, which was 
Myanmar’s primary source of in-

come has also gone down since My-
anmar has turned into a dusty battlefield. The 
government doesn’t exist anymore and the only 
law that matters is martial law. 

War, whether national or international is not 
pretty. War only brings despair and loss, and 
the sooner Myanmar military realizes this, the 
sooner we can see Myanmar as a peaceful coun-
try. 

                                                      Vibhanshu Harlalka
                                                                     XII

LAND OF COUP



POLITICIA April 2022

V

WATER WAR
the Assam Government’s decision should be 
challenged in court and a mass movement 
build against it, because they weren’t happy 
with the give and take formula used by the 
states to resolve the issue. As the Congress 
sees itself being wiped out of the Indian Pen-
insula, and their power and influence in the 
Indian politics declining, it has sprung into 
action and started criticizing each and every 
action. In this case of the Assam and Megha-
laya conflict, they were the ones who started 
this all and now when the new ruling party is 
trying to fix it, they have an issue. The CM of 
Assam, without taking the permission of the 
state assembly, sent a letter to the central de-
manding the resolution of this issue, because 
he was aware of the fact that the Congress 
would reject the proposal. In my opinion 
the action of the BJP is completely justifi-
able and they haven’t done anything wrong.

                                                                                                                       
Aryan Halan                                                                                                                                 

X

A conflict that remained unsolved for more 
the 5 decades, has now been resolved. On the 
30th of March 2022, a meeting between the 
CMs of Assam and Meghalaya was held un-
der the supervision of the home minister Mr. 
Amit Shah. During the meeting a pact was 
signed between the two states to resolve 6 out 
of the 12 areas where the border disputes took 
place which is about 70% of the disputed land. 
This was marked as an “historical day for the 
Northeast” by Mr. Shah, which indeed it was. 
According to the pact, out of the 36.73 square km 
of disputed land, Assam would keep 18.51 square 
km and the remaining 18.28 square km would be 
allotted to Meghalaya. The states agreed to limit 
the disputes to only 12 areas, which were claimed 
by Meghalaya and any future claims won’t be en-
tertained by either of the governments. This deci-
sion received a lot of backlash from the majority 
opposition “The Indian National Congress”, how 
ironic! Because they were the ones who started 
this whole mess by introduction of the Assam 
Reorganisation Act. The Congress demanded 
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WAR PHILOSOPHY
Hugo Grotius

Hugo Grotius, also known as Huig de Groot and in Dutch, was a Dutch humanist, dip-
lomat, lawyer, theologian, jurist, poet and philosopher. Grotius believed that only 
wars with just causes should be allowed. Because there is no judge for judicial set-
tlement between nations, war as a means to solve conflicts must be tolerated. How-
ever, causes of war should be limited to causes for litigation.

                                         Sun Tzu
Sun Tzu was a Chinese general, military strategist, writer, and philosopher who lived 
in the Eastern Zhou period of ancient China. Sun Tzu advocates that the best way to achieve 
peace is by a swift victory or, even better, by defeating the enemy before war is even begun. 
He writes: “To fight and conquer in all your battles is not supreme excellence; supreme 
excellence consists in breaking the enemy’s resistance without fighting”.

Niccolo Machiavelli

Niccolò di Bernardo dei Machiavelli 
was an Italian diplomat, author, 
philosopher, and historian 
who lived during the Re-
naissance. Machiavelli 
wrote that war must be 
express-

ly defined. He 
developed the   
philosophy of “limited 
warfare”, that is, when di-
plomacy fails, war is an ex-
tension of politics. Art of War also 
emphasizes the necessity of a state 
militia and promotes the concept of 
an armed citizenry.

Chanakya

Chanakya was an ancient Indian poly-
math who was active as a teach-

er, author, strategist, philos-
opher, economist, jurist, 

and royal advisor. He 
believed an enemy’s 

d e s t r u c -

tion should be 
brought about even at 

the cost of great losses in 
men, material and wealth. 

Whenever an enemy king is 
in trouble, and his subjects are ex-

ploited, oppressed, impoverished and 
disunited, he should be immediately at-

tacked after one proclamation of war.
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Survival of the OLD GUARD 
Freedom has always been a key issue in history and as Indians, we are both proud of our excellence and we regret 
for the mistakes we did in our past. Ask an Indian what he read about the freedom movement in India and you 
will see a name ‘INC’ or the ‘Indian National Congress’ reflecting everywhere in India’s past. INC, a political 
organisation established in the late 19th century to fight colonial rule and take India to the path of freedom, 
gradually turned into a national feeling and a prestigious movement for the Indian people. No doubt the INC 
played the greatest role in uniting India as a single state and created a sense of nationalism and collective iden-
tity among the nations. It was a big tent party, considered to lie in the centre of Indian politics and has won an 
outright majority on seven occasions and has led the ruling coalition a further three times, heading the central 
government for more than 54 years.

Long before the independence of India, this prestigious party had been led by remarkable leaders who have ac-
tually dominated the world of Indian politics. Though Congress is a name which everyone would know in India 
but if we observe the current political situation in India, it is not the Congress that we as Indians used to talk 
about or know. It is the end of the INC. Why do we say so? If we glance at the current political situation in India 
and observe and go through it carefully then we will come to a conclusion that the INC is itself under a severe 
political crisis. In the state elections of 2022, the party faced major drubbing, losing in all the 5 states that were 
up for polls. It only remains in power in two states which are Rajasthan and Chhattisgarh. Even in Rajasthan, 
it is estimated that INC will lose the new elections. The actual fall of INC started in the 2014 general elections 
when NDA won more than 300 seats and gave an absolute defeat to UPA, which got less than 100 seats in the 
Lok Sabha. Since then, except in one or two state elections, Congress has not been able to form the government 
and has been facing crushing defeats.  

So, the question is why is Congress losing in elections both at the central and state levels? The crisis faced by 
Congress is not because of its ideology but actually because of its leadership which is contrary to BJP’s continu-
ous claims. The despondency amongst the Congress is not because of the elections, but because there is no clar-
ity on the way forward. It’s like being caught in a traffic jam behind a sleeping driver. The political party which 
used to have one of the best leaders is not deprived of  strong, intelligent leaders. The current leadership is mis-
using resources, not taking out a planned structure for the election campaign, such can be seen in the current 
UP polls where Congress had no chance in forming the government then also it spent a huge sum of 

money in the election campaign in Uttar Pradesh. A political party or any organisation 
can only work smoothly and in an enhanced way when its leadership is working in 

the right direction. Leadership not only with the Gandhis, but others at responsible 
positions within the party. The real failure of the Gandhis has not been that they 
have been unable to secure the success that the party desperately requires. Their 
failure lies in the fact that the party organisation is staffed with salaried employees 
pretending to be leaders or with leaders who have no drive to win elections.

A leader cannot be one who does not wish to lead. Secondly, the Congress has to 
understand that it is a political party and not a club. Gandhiji did not wish to acquire 
power but he was determined towards its goals. The Congress needs to change its 
tactics and understand that even a ‘chaiwala’ (as called by INC members) can be-

come the Prime Minister of this great nation if he/she has the quality of communi-
cating with the people with sensitivity and humility. If Congress does not change 

its policies, then the following words would be parroted by each Indian: 
‘India never developed in the first 70 years of its independence (Congress 
rule).’   
                                
      
                                                                                                Atharva Agarwal 

             X       
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Practices that were normal to follow a few months back 
are now being questioned. On January 22, a dispute re-
lated to school uniforms was reported in the Udupi dis-
trict of Karnataka. Six Muslim girls were barred from 
entering their college classrooms because they had 
their hijabs on. The girls started protesting against this 
behaviour and gradually the protest spread across oth-
er colleges in Karnataka. The College administration 
says that the girls violated the school uniform code. 
Students, however, disagree and maintain that wearing 
a hijab is within the code of conduct.

So, what is this specific controversy about? It is about 
how Hijab affects secularism in India. Let us focus on 
what the law says. Article 25(1) guarantees the freedom 
of conscience and the right to freely profess, practice 
and propagate religion. Moreover, the wearing of a hi-
jab is safeguarded under Article 19(1)(A) of the Con-
stitution. The constitution does not grant the right to 
follow any religious practice if it is disrupting public 
order, morality and health or not. Needless to say, a 
hijab-wearing girl in a classroom does not cause any 
harm to the sanctity of the classroom. 

For many years, essential practices of religion are being 
preserved. Hijab is considered a fundamental aspect of 
Islam and it can be seen across many fields. in various 
countries, wearing a hijab is permitted in government 
services like airlines, police, armies, etc. for the reason 
that hijab is considered an integral part of Islam and 
everyone should have a right to follow it. Women who 
consider wearing the hijab as their religious duty don’t 
have any choice but to face the oppression. 

The main argument which is being utilized by the gov-
ernment is that the meaning of a public place is that it is 
free from any communal diversifications and religious 
norms and it is secular. Those indulging their religious 
identity in public sectors are not only violating the law 
but are also breaking the spirit of secularism. The rea-
son behind setting a dress code is to ensure uniformity 
in the classroom and obliterate all the community dif-
ferences in the students. 

The aim of the classroom is to ensure all students do 
not have any prejudiced feelings cultivated in their 
minds towards disparate classmates. This code applies 
not just to the hijab but to every influencing item that 
violates the code.

It has been argued that those who are insisting to 
wear hijabs in classes are ignoring a simple question: 
Is wearing a hijab essential for the practice of Islam? 
Well, this question builds up an open-ended debate. 
The way Muslims interpret the belief of wearing hijabs 
depends on them. Some find it necessary and some 
do not. While the government believes that it is not 
mandatory to wear a hijab as Islam only mentions the 
need for a covering, not a headscarf. The government 
says that Hijab worn in a classroom is a distortion of 
Islam itself. It is a promoter of Wahabi culture (strictly 
orthodox Sunni Muslim culture) which has hindered 
true Islamic ideas under the influence of tyranny like 
the Taliban. The Indian constitution gives everyone the 
freedom to practice their desired religion. But this free-
dom restricts the practice of religion only being a con-
tract between an individual and their deity. Institutions 
cannot be the competing grounds for conflicting ide-
ologies. The constitution clearly states that individuals 
have religions but institutions and countries do not. 

In a diversified country like India, conflicts regarding 
communal ideologies take place frequently. The issue 
of wearing a Hijab in classrooms is a matter of impor-
tance as decisions made on this controversy will set up 
future laws and conflicts regarding the religious rights 
of a citizen of India. Religious freedom is necessary but 
it has to be controlled up to some extent as communal 
hatred is reaching greater heights. To build a secure en-
vironment for people of all communities, neutral laws 
should be imposed by the government. Today, it is Hi-
jab, next could be the Saffron!

                                                            Rakshit Khurana
                                                                      XI

ersonal    ight

Atharva Agarwal 
             X       
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           FOR A  
SOVIET REUNION

IT’S 
TIME

Stances of various countries in Russia 
Ukraine war 

The morning of 20th February 2022 with 
Russia engaging in a military operation 
against Ukraine disrupted the lives of many 
civilians and actually changed the fate 
of both the nations involved in the war-
Ukraine and Russia. It is quite obvious that 
whenever there is a war, people suffer but 
the thing that actually comes into play and 
may turn the entire situation into a new one 
is international pressure. Here are some of 
the reactions, stances towards this so-called 
military operation (as declared by Vladamir 
Putin) of various superpowers which play an 
integral part in the world politics:- 

China: Gradually surpassing the United 
States of America in the 

GDP ratio has made 
China the most 
stable and power-
ful economy in 
the world. In the 
coming years, 
it has been as-
sumed that this 

communist 
nation 
will turn 
into the 
sole 
super-
power 
coun-

try standing on this earth but it is quite 
interesting to see China’s stance on Rus-
sia-Ukraine war. On one hand, China’s 
ongoing economic support to Russia and 
being one of the biggest markets for Rus-
sian oil, gas and oil has raised questions 
about where Beijing true heart lies because 
on the other hand, Beijing is abstaining 
from voting in the United Nations security 
Council, This has left most of the nations 
in a state of a huge confusion. In recent 
years, economic trade along with arms has 
increased between the two nations. The 
conflict between Ukraine and Russia has 
caused a cyber war among Chinese citizens 
but the Chinese stance is still in use. There 
is a high probability that if the war turns 
out to be worse than China may support 
Russia because of its enmity with the West-
ern nations especially the USA. 

India: Since the very beginning, Ukraine 
has been requesting PM Narendra Modi 
to act as a middle-man between Ukraine 
and Russia in order to bring this conflict 
to an end as India has good alliances with 
both the nations. India’s abstaining in the 
United Nations has actually made the 
West suspicious of India’s stance on the 
war. Due to this war, India’s economy has 
been hit because of the Indo-Russia trade 
which had reached to a very large scale. 
Russia-Ukraine crisis forces India to pick 
a side between Moscow and Washington, 
thus reminding everybody of the past U.S. 
actions, which ignored Indian concerns, 
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Europe Union: The EU strongly condemns 
Putin’s decision to recognise then non-govern-
ment controlled areas of Donetsk and Lu-
hansk and Russia’s unprovoked and unjustified 
military aggression against Ukraine. It also 
condemns Belarus’ involvement in Russia’s 
military aggression. EU members have asked 
Russia to stop its so-called military operation 
which has ultimately devastated the lives of 
numerous Ukrainians thus leaving many of 
the well off people as refugees. In response to 
the military aggression, the EU has expanded 
sanctions against Russia, by adding a signif-
icant number of persons and entities to the 
sanctions list and taking many other deci-
sions. In response to the UK’s response to the 
conflict, the Russian government has banned 
entry of UK’s officials into Russia which has 
further heated the conflict. 

It is quite evident from the above respons-
es and the conditions of the various nations 
towards this war that most of them want to 
suppress Russia. Russia’s main purpose is to 
prevent NATO forces on its borders and it has 
been revealed that the so-called dictator of 
Europe, Vladimir Putin wants to extend Russia 
to the territory of the past 
USSR.

place no ethical demand on India to oblige 
the U.S. call for support against Russia, un-
less New Delhi’s interests are in deep peril. 
The remarkable evacuation of Indians from 
the conflicted areas by the Indian govern-
ment has actually shocked many developed 
nations. Considering the present situation 
in mind, India’s decision whether to sup-
port Moscow or Washington or continue 
to keep on its neutral stance will decide the 
nation’s fate, especially its trade and eco-
nomic relations. 

Western Nations: The day the conflict was 
declared, economic and trade sanctions 
were imposed by Western nations such as 
the USA, Canada etc on Russia. The conse-
quences can be faced today as the oil prices 
have seen a huge hike. US’s barely veiled 
threat that these sanctions will be extended 
to other nations that do not fall in line with 
US sanctions despite the fact that these 
have no UN mandate behind them. The 
USA and Canada are totally against Rus-
sian policies and call this Russian invasion 
as unethical, inhuman and declare this as 
a complete violation of human rights in 
Ukraine. It has also been observed that the 
US President is not intervening into this 
conflict in the right way and most of the 
people are still unhappy with the Biden 
administration response towards this con-
flict. From the very start, the West’s desire 
to prevent Russia from invading Ukraine 
and take full control of it because this 
will worsen the international issues in the 
future if compared to the present situation. 
U.S. policy toward Ukraine has impacted 
the public perceptions of Biden and former 
President Donald Trump more negatively 
than positively, driven by highly partisan 
attitudes. Even in Canada, some of Tru-
do’s policy division has actually created an 
emergency situation in the nation itself. 

Shubhankar Dhulia
Arnav Goel

Aayusman Tiwari
XII      
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Russian Oligarchs
private owners. These businessmen bought them 
at very cheap prices and they became super-rich. 
Putin allowed them to be super rich in exchange 
for 2 conditions: one, they will never enter the 
political arena of Russia and two, they will provide 
financial assistance to his government whenev-
er needed. It is believed that Putin makes all his 
monetary policies with consideration of Oligarchs. 
In the past, when Boris Yeltsin fought the election 
for the second time, Oligarchs donated millions 
of dollars to the effort. They hired the best politi-
cal operatives they knew, laundered government 
money with their banks, and fed it into the Yeltsin 
campaign machine.  Back then 2 the oligarchs, Bo-
ris Berezovsky and Vladimir Gusinsky, controlled 
two of the three major Russian television networks 
— and they blanketed the airwaves with pro-Yelt-
sin propaganda. Therefore, helping Yelsin became 
president despite the lack of public support and the 
poor economy of Russia. When Yeltsin’s health de-
teriorated in the late 1990s, the oligarchs began to 
worry about who would be his successor. In 1999, 
The oligarchic allies deliberated and chose a former 
KGB officer Vladimir Putin as the man to become 
Russia’s prime minister, and soon the next pres-
ident. Hence, we can say that without Oligarchs, 
Putin wouldn’t have become president and maybe 
this conflict never would have happened in the first 
place. Overall, The Oligarchs have shaped Russian 
politics. So, can they overthrow Putin’s rule? Well 
together maybe they can, but, individually no one 
is capable of overthrowing Putin.

They have influence in Russian politics but Oli-
garchs have no direct access to government au-
thorities or any security agency. After the collapse 
of the Soviet Union, the President and Oligarchs 
have a mutual agreement and they still stick to that 
agreement. Even after countless series of seizing as-
sets and freezing bank accounts, no member of the 
Oligarchy has taken a clear stand against Putin and 
maybe they never will. Perhaps, Putin has become 
too powerful to be stopped by the Oligarchs. 

The Ukraine-Russia conflict has lasted for more than a 
month now, and a lot of things have changed since then. 
This conflict is the worst geopolitical conflict in the 21st 
century to date. Several nations have taken a strong stand 
in the conflict by supporting Ukraine and vouching for 
a peace treaty, on top of that they have imposed heavy 
sanctions on Russia. The Russian Rouble has lost 60% 
of its value against the US dollar, and the Russian stock 
exchange has fallen more than 40% from year to date. 
Several nations have seized assets worth 17.6 billion 
dollars, of Russian billionaires. This series of sanctions 
has reduced Russia’s GDP by 8%. The long-term impact 
of these sanctions could hamper their GDP by 15% 
forcing them to enter into a recession, as predicted by 
economists. Apart from the Russian economy, a group of 
individuals have been affected by global sanctions, and 
they are famously known as Oligarchs. 

By definition, an Oligarch is a very rich business leader 
with a great deal of political influence. This term was 
coined by Russian former deputy prime minister, Boris 
Nemtsov, who borrowed it from Vladimir Lenin’s book 
“Imperialism as the Highest Stage of Capitalism”. This 
term refers to a group of Russian businessmen who have 
political influence; they have guided Russian politics 
for decades. Russian billionaires: Arkady Rotenberg, 
Konstantin Ernst, Alexander Aleksandrovich, Andrey 
Sergeyevich Puck,  Yuriy Alekseyevich Soloviev, Roman 

Abramovich, etc; are some of 
the Russian Oligarchs. 

How have Oligarchs 
so much influenced 
Russian politics? 
Well, after the fall 
of the Soviet Union,  

Russia tried to 
establish a 
free-market 
economy, 
therefore 
they had 
no option 
but to 
privatize all 
state assets 
and had to 
sell them to 

Parth Tiwari
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   THE WAY FORWARD FOR 
PEACE

Many will say that supporters of the revolt violated 
Ukraine’s sovereignty, and that the United States’ 
possible role in the situation resulted in Russia’s 
annexation of Crimea and the insurrection in the 
Donbass region of Donetsk and Luhansk. Russia 
and China are both concerned about Washington’s 
hidden influence in the Hong Kong riots of 2019, the 
Arab Spring in the Middle East and North Africa, 
anti-government protests in Belarus, and even the 
instability in Kazakhstan in 2022.

Despite indicating that it is “quite open” to Moscow’s 
concerns, NATO recently rejected the demand that 
Ukraine never join, claiming that the country has the 
legal right to do so.
However, I feel it is necessary to respond to Russia’s 
requests without breaking the law. Some suggest 
that Section 23 of the Bucharest Summit Declaration 
of 2008, which states that Ukraine “will become” a 
NATO member, should be partially withdrawn.

Ukraine is now a “aspiring country” that has yet to 
acquire a Membership Action Plan to join NATO, 
but it has failed to demonstrate progress on key cri-
teria such as fighting corruption and settling issues 
with its neighbours. Opponents feel Ukraine’s status 
should be revoked as a result of this. In reality, some 
NATO members have spoken out against Ukraine’s 
membership, including Croatia’s president and a top 
German military officer.

The world cannot afford a nuclear war, and Europe 
will not be able to handle a refugee crisis that could 
arise from such a disaster. Although the world is 
deeply divided by opinions and beliefs, confrontation 
and provocation should not be tolerated. A peaceful, 
impartial Ukraine is Europe’s and the world’s best 
chance.

According to an African adage, ‘When two elephants 
fight it is the grass that gets trampled.’ Ukraine might 
eventually turn out to be the real victim if diplomacy 
does not take its course.

You’ve been living under a rock if you haven’t heard 
about the war between Russia and Ukraine. In re-
cent weeks, the world media has been captivated by 
tensions between the two countries over the latter’s 
attempt to join the US-led North Atlantic Treaty Or-
ganization (NATO). Because Ukraine was a member 
of the erstwhile Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 
(USSR), Russia and its president Vladimir Putin do 
not want Kyiv to remain in the hands of the West 
indefinitely.

Putin, on the other hand, would like Ukrainians 
to remain culturally and politically within Russia’s 
sphere of influence. Ukraine’s democracy is seen as 
a danger by Russia. And it’s becoming evident that 
Russia and China, its closest partner, are fed up with 
the current world order, which is characterised by 
American attempts to impose western values on 
other nations. They both want a new system, to have 
a say and a stake in world events, but the big question 
is whether their drive for it would lead to war, with 
Ukraine and Taiwan serving as catalysts.

I am convinced that a neutral Ukraine, which does 
not join NATO and does not ally with Russia, will 
benefit Europe’s and the world’s stability. The Helsinki 
Final Act (1975), the Charter of Paris (1990), and the 
Istanbul Document (1999) all indicate that NATO’s 
open-door policy is against’ spheres of influence,’ but 
emphasises that governments must not increase their 
security at the expense of other states. As a result, the 
Kremlin has three demands:

• Ukraine will never be a member of NATO, 
through to a written agreement.

• There will be no alliance weapons stationed near 
Russian borders.

• NATO military must withdraw from Central and 
Eastern Europe.

Vishal Kumar Gupta
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BOOK REVIEW:
Amartya Sen, a Nobel Prize-winning Indian economist, wrote the 
book The Argumentative Indian. This book is basically a commen-
tary on the Indian identity in the contemporary world through the 
lens of history, sociology and economics. Other topics covered in 
his essays are the origin of religion, diaspora over the world, west-
ern opinions about India, Indo-China history and India’s fascina-
tion with nuclear power.

Sen defends India’s secular politics, the elimination of disparities 
connected to asymmetry of class, caste, gender, and community, 
and the pursuit of sub-continental peace. He draws a distinction 
between the long debated topic of separating Hinduism from Hin-
dutva. His essays emphasize on the fact that we can share an Indian 
identity without sharing the same religion, geographic locations and 
political inclinations. And how our romanticism with our history 
stops us from looking forward towards the future.

The book is divided into four parts, the first part is called as Voice 
and Heterodoxy which talks about how debates, public discussions 
have always been an intrinsic part of our culture and why it is so 
necessary. The second part is called as Culture and Communica-
tion which discusses the complex relationship of people of various 
religions over a thousand years, it also talks about the impression of 
India created by British interests in front of other countries during 
the colonial rule. One interesting chapter in this section is the rela-
tionship between India and China over the period of their civiliza-
tions. This chapter may give you some clues about why the current 
political situation is the way it is today between the two countries.

I also thoroughly enjoyed the writer’s  interpretation of the trave-
logues of Chinese and Arab travellers during their time. Interest-
ingly one more fact which I understood is that a lot of our religious 
texts reached western audiences through Arab traders and then got 
translated and studied in other languages-- talking about globaliza-
tion in ancient and medieval times. One of my favourite parts of the 
book was his essay on Tagore and Gandhi - how the two sometimes 
vastly differed in their approaches/opinions to India’s freedom but 
staunchly supported each other too.

Professor Sen contends that India has continuously contemplated 
open talk about and multicultural resistance; which are the key 
characteristics of a cutting edge majority rule government, let alone 
the biggest within the world. It’s a conceptual perplexity as Profes-
sor Sen calls it as our religion isn’t our character, nor necessarily the 
personality to which we connect the most prominent significance 



BOOK REVIEW: THE ARGUMENTATIVE 
INDIAN

POLITICIA April 2022

XIV

and India’s History remains most vital for understanding of the thought 
of India. He has communicated his solid disappointment over the net 
revamping of Indian history and uptick of communal politics.

Professor Sen contends that India has continuously contemplated open 
talk about and multicultural resistance; which are the key characteristics 
of a cutting edge majority rule government, let alone the biggest with-
in the world. It’s a conceptual perplexity as Professor Sen calls it as our 
religion isn’t our character, nor necessarily the personality to which we 
connect the most prominent significance and India’s History remains 
most vital for understanding of the thought of India. He has communi-
cated his solid disappointment over the net revamping of Indian history 
and uptick of communal politics.

To sum up, in spite of the dissimilarity of outlooks on some of the con-
tents and interpretation, this book provides outstanding thoughts and 
forces the reader to consider. This book has an outstanding accomplish-
ment and moral vision of history, civilization and political economy. 
Grand emperors like Ashoka, Akbar, and India’s first Prime Minister 
Jawaharlal Nehru shared Professor Sen’s viewpoints. His book provides 
as good source of stimulation for the younger generation to better 
comprehend how Indian magnitude lies in its assortment and lenience 
towards citizens of all countries, class, faith, belief and colours. 

Sen focuses how Hindu fundamentalism hurts Hinduism and the initi-
ative of India, because it accommodates that has been the trademark of 
Hinduism. It has given it the pliability that it has shown through its long 
history. Dr. Sen also does an outstanding job driving the point that India 
has lot more than the spiritual, supernatural land that has been deployed 
over the years. He concludes the book by stating that Indian identity has 
been viewed as sort of a ‘federal’ notion that draws on various spiritual 
communities, possibly even incorporating non-religious attitudes among 
the ingredients of a ‘federation of cultures’. Therefore, Indian identity is 
not singular one rather a federal concept isolated from religious judg-
ment. On the whole, Amartya Sen’s The Argumentative Indian is one of 
the greatest contributions to our intellectual convention.

Vishal Kumar Gupta
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The current ongoing economical crisis in Sri Lanka 
started around two years back when the island nation 
had exhausted over 70% of its foreign reserve. The 
lack of foreign currency with the country has made 
it almost impossible for the country to pay for the 
necessary foreign imports including fuel and certain 
food items. The situation has had such a deteriora-
tion that the public has even faced power cuts lasting 
more than half a day and hike in inflation rates of 
goods of more than 15%.

With estimations in play, Sri Lanka has an escalating 
$7 billion in debt due in 2022. According to econo-
mists, the blame for the current situation goes to Sri 
Lanka’s dependence on China for investing in their 
infrastructure projects. The Chinese loans have been 
coming into the hands of the nation with interest 
rates as high as 6.5 %  per annum. Such loans have 
even made Sri Lanka push some of the most valuable 
resources such as the Hambantota port into a lease 
agreement with China which was signed by the pre-
vious government.

The major update amid the crisis has been that the 
whole of the cabinet except the Sri Lankan President 
Gotabaya Rajapaksa and Prime Minister Mahin-
da Rajapaksa submitted their letter of resignation 
post a late-night meeting on 3rd of April 2022. This 
came after people in masses defied a weekend cur-
few demanding the ouster of the Rajapaksa family. 
The reason behind such a demand has b e e n 
again the acute shortage of essential com-
modities in the nation of 22 million. 

On the political front, post cabinet resignation Sri Lan-
ka’s ruling coalition lost its parliamentary majority af-
ter more than 40 lawmakers walked out of the alliance. 
Upon demanding for resignation the president made 
it clear that he won’t be stepping down but is ready to 
hand over the leadership to any party that proves it-
self by securing a majority in the parliament that is 113 
seats. 

Amidst such conditions, it seems as though securing 
political power is becoming more important than solv-
ing the situation unitedly as a group of Sri Lankan gov-
erning party lawmakers seeked for the appointment of 
an interim government, fearing hat a failure to do so 
would lead to violence and anarchy, as protesters con-
tinue to demand the resignation of President Gotabaya 
Rajapaksa over the country’s deteriorating situation. 
Though, the lawmakers urged the speaker of Parlia-
ment to lead discussions with all parties to select an in-
terim prime minister with the support of a majority of 
legislators, the largest opposition party said that it won’t 
support any interim government and emphasised that 
the president should resign immediately.

Such a crisis is being regarded as one of the biggest set-
backs in Sri Lanka’s history. While the whole world’s 
eyes are on the island nation, the democratic represent-
atives of the nation are struggling to rebuild the cen-
tral government. Though China has been an aid to Sri 
Lanka in some ways, its approach towards the whole 
scenario is still awaited.

 

Sri Lankan Crisis 

Keshav Agarwal
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defend the vital interests of the United States or its 
allies. Pakistan’s policy like the US allow refrains 
from ‘no first use’. It says that it would use it weap-
ons even if the other side didn’t.
Pakistan’s ex foreign minister Shamshad Ahmed 
warned and stated outright that if Pakistan is 
attacked or invaded, it will use any weapon in its 
arsenal to defend itself. Countries apart from India 
and China also refrain from the ‘no first use’ policy. 

China was the first nation to adopt the ‘no first use’ 
policy, in 1964. It stated it won’t be the first to use 
nuclear weapons at any time or under any circum-
stances. In India’s case, the nation won’t attack first 
but won’t hesitate to retaliate if provoked. 

Every country has its choice when it comes to their 
nuclear policies. Some choose to go down the path 
of peace, whereas some go down the path where 
peace can be obtained by brutal means. Nuclear 
policies, in my opinion were created to maintain 
order and hierarchy between nations. However, 
due to the growth of incoming nuclear powers 
all over the world, the fear in people concerning 
nuclear warfare has also grown. This breaks down 
the existing hierarchy and gives birth to a new one. 
All this raises concern on the fact that stricter laws 
are required. Nuclear weapons should be used in 
accordance with policies and humanitarian rights.

With the growth in technological warfare and 
crisis involving water, space and natural resources 
bound to arise, nuclear weapons are the ultimate 
weapon or shields. If gone into wrong hands, and 
used for meaningless heat and intimidation, it 
would be the end for all of us. Nuclear policies 
are rules created to prevent nuclear weapons from 
being used as weapons of mass destruction. They 
also permit the use of said weapons, but only 
in dire situations. The policies have prevented a 
nuclear war so far, but it can also be said there was 
no motive to start one right until now. Increasing 
tension among major nuclear powers, regional 
proliferation and instability all over the world 
make the risk of nuclear weapons being fired very 
high and on the rise. To prevent scenes like these, 
having nuclear policies is a must. 

Nuclear powers are countries that have access to 
nuclear weapons, though limited at the move-
ment. There are a total of nine recognised nuclear 
powers and more incoming. China, USA, Russia, 
United Kingdom, Pakistan, France, Israel, North 
Korea are on the list along with India. 

The policies that each country follow is 
different. The policy of ‘no first use’ 
prevents a nation from initi-
ating the first strike. The USA 
refrains from the policy of ‘no 
first use’. It would only 
consider the use of 
nuclear weapons in cir-
cumstances where it has to Vibhanshu Harlalka
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UP. Starting with the deputies of Yogi, Keshav Prasad 
Maurya, even though lost with a margin of 7,000 votes 
on the Sirathu, was still once again made the deputy 
because of his contribution to the elections and as a 
representative for the Kurmi community. The new 
entry for this post, Brajesh Pathak, who joined the BJP 
in 2016 reached this post because of his rising image 
as a Brahmin leader. Yogi led BJP wasn’t able to win 
the votes of many Brahmins because of yogi’s alleged 
image of casteism, but some Brahmin leaders were 
able to keep their community’s support for BJP intact. 
Hope- fully, these 3 faces will be able to keep the 
major communities with the BJP. These 

two deputies just might be 
able to balance Yogi’s tilted 

view, that’s why they were 
chosen as the big guns for UP. 

Going further into the cabinet, 
many new entries have made their way 

to the top ministers. Jitin Pratap, Surya 
Pratap Shahi and Suresh Kumar Khanna 

are one of them. The once UP party pres-
ident, Swatantra Dev Singh, was hoping 

to be a replacement for Keshav Maurya 
but was made only a cabinet minister.

With only a month in, BJP has 
already started many schemes to get 
into the good books of the people. 
Going above the caste equations, 
they launched a free ration and 
money transfer scheme for the 
15-crore population of Uttar 
Pradesh, nearly 60% population 

of the state. Free vaccination 
and schemes like PM Kisan 
Yojna, Ayushman Bharat and 

state pensions schemes made 
many people change their views 

about the government. The party’s groundwork 
has always made them succeed. Yogi is marking his-
tory in politics with these new changes, now let us see 
how this vision of balancing caste equations in UP will 
help BJP in the 2024 elections.

The centre of Indian politics, the gateway to central 
power: Uttar Pradesh. UP is the most populous state 
of India, where the political climate is never stable, but 
with the 2022 elections held in February, the weather 
has totally changed. This year’s elections were held in 7 
phases, covering the 4 regions of UP, Paschim, Awadh, 
Purvanchal and Bundelkhand. With peak competition 
between the Bhartiya Janata Party (BJP) with Yogi Adit-
yanath and Samajwadi Party(SP) with Akhilesh Yadav. 
The victor was BJP with Yogi becoming the first-ever 
CM in 3 decades to consecutively continue his tenure 
as the chief minister for the second time. 
BJP was able to maintain a majority with 
273 seats(BJP:255 seats, Apna 
Dal:12 seats, Nishad party:6 seats 
in total but got fewer seats than 
in the 2017 elections where- as 
the SP stands at 125 seats in 
total (SP:111 seats, RLD:8 seats, 
SBSP:6 seats), the INC at 2 seats 
and BSP at only 1. Even though 
Yogi wasn’t able to reach the 300 
seat benchmark, he were able to se-
cure a reasonable win. BJP majorly 
lost its seats in the Purvanchal region, 
many say because of Yogi’s casteist image. 
Yogi was able to once again take the lead of 
UP because of BJP’s great win. If the mar-
gin would’ve been near the 
minimum majority, Yogi’s 
royal seat might have trem-
bled. In their tenure, they were 
able to handle law and order better 
than their predecessors, but there 
are fields they lacked in too. 

A new dawn has come for the 
Bhartiya Janata Party, not only in UP, 
but these elections will decide the center’s 
fate too. To maintain its reign, BJP had to make 
some much-needed changes, which were visible in 
the newly formed cabinet. Although, Yogi didn’t make 
much of the changes this time because senior leaders 
had to pull the rank on him to make the ‘picture perfect 
cabinet’ for Uttar Pradesh. All the freeloader ministers 
have been put to rest because of their casual attitude 
towards their duty be it any senior leader. There were 
no compromises made. Even leaders like Dinesh Shar-
ma, Ashutosh Tandon, Shrikanth Sharma and Sidharth 
Nath Singh didn’t make the cut to be a minister. BJP 
has done a great job to balance the caste equation in 

Trayambak Pathak
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Right ToRight To EducationEducation
because now they’ll be asked to indulge in house-
hold chores, and they’ll see their whole life mov-
ing and getting over in the same way. If things had 
been otherwise, they would have had so much to 
discover and lived a long life full of achievements, 
struggles included. We can just see the way it’s hap-
pening. They have to face what’s happening, and all 
because of whom? Fifty-year-old colonials with a 
150-year-old ideology. 

We have discussed the impact on the people and 
girls present there, but what impact would it have 
on the people and women around us? This situation 
gives us a sense of insecurity, and that insecurity is 
because we are scared of losing our privileges and 
the rights we have. From Afghanistan, we know 
that democracy can be shattered if the invaders 
hold even a slight hold and a chance in the coun-
try. This realisation should make us anxious, as we 
know that democracy is a new concept, and all the 
invaders need is a strong ideology and people who 
don’t dare step out of the ethics. If a certain group 
enters our country, it will be no time before we see 
the great fall of the biggest democracy in the world. 
Minorities and women would be the first ones af-
fected by this, as the targets are always these in any 
invasion. We have had many examples of the same. 
The Afghanistan case is one of them. 

To conclude, we don’t know what is waiting for the 
people in Afghanistan; we just know that nothing 
really ends. School closings would have had a big 
impact on the students, as their rights have been 
crushed, and their future has been shaped in a very 
narrow way. This could have been the worst thing 
that could have happened to students. This will set 
a really bad example for the world ahead, and espe-
cially for men. I repeat, the people in the Taliban, or 
any other dictatorship, are led by fifty-year-old men 
with one-fifty-year-old brains.

                                            Pranay Dhaka
                                                XI  

Back in August 2021, the Taliban took charge of Af-
ghanistan, and not democratically, but with force. 
The Taliban follows Sharia Law, which is a very rig-
id ideology. Though the Quran claims it to be “the 
clear, well-trodden path to the water,” it does consist 
of elements that limit human and women’s rights 
in a certain way. In simple terms, it aims to help 
Muslims understand how they should live every 
aspect of their lives according to Allah’s wishes. To 
understand what this school closing means for the 
country, we need to understand what influences the 
way these people think and operate. Sharia is basi-
cally Islam’s legal system. According to Sharia Law, 
a man can “beat” his wife if she disobeys him, and 
along with this, there are many provisions that hold 
women back. According to the Quran, a woman 
should not expose her body and should keep it only 
for the man to whom she “belongs.”

Recently, the Taliban has taken back the school re-
opening decision, but only from the girls. At first, 
it was allowed for all, but it was taken back with-
in a small amount of time. Now, we can relate this 
incident to Sharia Law, which I explained to you. 
This doesn’t mean that if it’s part of the culture, it’s 
acceptable; it is not. When the Taliban applied Sha-
ria Law, we knew it was supposed to be imposed, 
and it did, as their ideology doesn’t suit the cur-
rent scenario of the world. Political ideologies are 
different everywhere, but some aspects have been 
established in each ideology, and they have to be 
followed in every possible scenario. For the Taliban, 
it is Sharia Law, and it has to be followed, keeping 
out of any matter, scenario, or situation. 

What impact would this have on the people, and es-
pecially all the girls in the country? Women’s rights 
have always been ignored all across history, but the 
fact is that things were evolving, and people were 
becoming aware of the equal rights movement, and 
every other aspect, but when the Taliban interrupt-
ed, everything went upside down. Afghanistan was 
pulled back, along with the hopes of women and 
minorities. I wouldn’t call it a “school closing” but 
rather making school inaccessible for girls. This 
will impact the social and mental health of the girls 
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This Day, That Year
20th April

1505
Jews are expelled from 
Orange Burgandy by Phi-
libert of  Luxembourg.

8th recorded perihelion 
passage of  Halley’s Comet.250 BC

1792

1888

1912

1929

1945

France declared war on 
Austria, Prussia, and 
Sardinia, marking the 
start of  the French Rev-
olutionary wars.

246 people were re-
ported killed by hail in 
Moradabad, India.

San Francisco Earth-
quake and Fires.

World’s Tallest Building 
Planned in US.

Germany loses World 
War II

1942 Heavy German assault 
on Malta.
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This Day, That Year
21st April

1509

1934

1836

1918

1930

2003

2019

Henry VIII is crowned 
King of  England.

The Surgeon’s Photo-
graph, the most famous 
photo of  the Loch Ness 
Monster, was published.

An army of  Texans led 
by Sam Houston de-
feated the Mexicans at 
San Jacinto, assuring 
Texas independence.

The Red Baron is killed

Fire broke out inside the 
overcrowded Ohio Pen-
itentiary in Columbus, 
killing 332 inmates.

American singer and 
civil rights activist Nina 
Simone dies at 70 from 
breast cancer.

Climate change activist 
Greta Thunberg gave a 
speech in London, lead-
ing to protests across 
the city for four days.
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