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Think about it “Someday, somewhere, anywhere, unfailingly
you will find yourself, and that, and only that can be the, can be
the happiest or the bitterest hour of your life.”
~ Pablo Neruda

D

ear Oliphant,

You pull me, my every splinter, fibre and
string,
But I failed, by the passage of time.
I wish it could be a crime
for moments to pass
Because, it is a shame for us to part.
Well, nobody said it was going to be
easy, but nobody said it was this hard.
Accepting that part of the journey is also
the end has been a struggle because, for
me, this has been a journey of rumination,
growth, friendships and most importantly
of joy and pride. The Oliphant has been
more than just a magazine that I have
worked for to achieve fame, or for it to
become another notch in the belt. It has
been a source of great satisfaction.
Growing into the role of an intern,
correspondent, editor and then the Editorin-Chief has had one constant --writing.
Over the years, I have written countless
pieces. Back when I started, like any
thirteen-year-old trying to achieve the
label of being an intellectual, I wrote
articles about worldly issues and abstract
concepts I couldn’t effectively comment
upon. After innumerable rebukes and ten
or fifteen articles, I realised that you don’t
write to sound smart, but to take joy in
what you say and so that you can be proud
after you put in hours finishing that piece.
Over eight years have passed since I
wrote my first piece for The Oliphant.
From Strength to Strength

Sometimes, when I am in the Activity
Centre, I can see my younger self
bubbling with excitement to get his hands
on a copy of The Oliphant to confirm
whether ‘The Rose Pluckers’, a story he
wrote, made it to print. I also remember
the March of 2019, when, again, I was
anxious to see the issue in print to check if
my predecessor had deemed me worthy to
become a part of The Oliphant board. For
both events to have occurred, I had
exponentially improved my writing skills;
in some instances, I viewed my skills as a
means to an end. However, now I realise if
something is a means to an end, you can
never be dedicated to it and can derive no
true joy from it. After this epiphany, I
properly experienced the rush of
connection with myself that writing
provides me. But this is the first time I
don’t want to finish a piece of writing.
Like always, I have a deadline hanging in
front of me, but I wanted time to stop, I
wanted to relive all those board meetings
from when I was an intern and a
correspondent, I want to rewrite every
piece I ever wrote, just so I could be
overwhelmed by the feeling of pride and
accomplishment again. But, I want my
last editorial to just be a work in progress.
I don’t want to feel that gush of emotions
when I complete it, because I know even if
I continue to write after I graduate, it
might not be the same. However, here we
are, and I am hours or maybe even minutes
away from finishing my last piece for The

Oliphant in the capacity of Editor-inChief. After procrastinating writing this
editorial for weeks, I finally sat down to
confront my fear.
This fear of expression can manifest
in unique ways for an individual but
working through it is crucial. Take this
from a person who has competed against
students from top schools in the country;
learn how to present yourself. Your ideas
may be able to string the stars together, but
the world will never appreciate them for
what they truly are if not executed with
utmost clarity. I had my predecessors, an
amazing editorial board, and great teachers
to help me find my flair for writing.
Discover a way to express yourself that
engages every bit of attention you can offer
and make you feel proud, and then find a
community to foster your growth. Over the
years, I fell in love with Welham and am
often troubled by the beginning of the end
because I have to part with a community
that pushed me to scale greater heights.
Welham can be that for you too, but as I
said in my Founder’s speech, “Like
Hogwarts, help is given at Welham, to
those who ask for it. So, ask away and take
a step to determine your form of
expression. The Oliphant has been my
guiding light. It can be that for you too. It is
a question of effort, effort and progress.
Signing off,
-Viraj Lohia
Editor-in-Chief
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“The trumpet of a prophecy! O Wind,’
If Winter comes, can Spring be far behind?”

-P.B. Shelley, Ode to the West Wind.

T

he clarion call was sounded
sometime back and the juggernaut is
finally slowing down, steadily but surely.
Winter is here – a winter soaked in
resilience, redolent of hope, mirth and
revival. Spring is still some distance away
and yet I dare say, it appears to be a distinct
possibility. As I ruminate on the
unforeseen events of the last two years,
Sanshray Ghorawat’s introductory lines
of his 2020 Founder’s editorial permeate
my psyche – “We got here sooner than we
expected, didn’t we?”
And now that we are here, The
Oliphant Editorial Board is expected to
reinvigorate the gradually fading smiles,
the cocooned spirits and desiccated souls
that all of us have become in the wake of
the pandemic. That, my friends, is our acid
test and prerogative, one that we
conscientiously strive to fulfil. Writing (or
let’s say good writing) is often the
outcome of a creative impulse, one that
cannot either be enforced or concocted.
For some time the thought of falling short
of my self-enforced standards has been
looming like an unwelcome ghost,
making me feel ill-at-ease. That I
participated in only one Founders before
we were forced to switch to the virtual
mode of celebration has also beset the
possibility of savouring this phenomenon
in all its hues, once again limiting the
prospect of a robust creative endeavour
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from my end. However, working with The
Oliphant for over a year now has made me
somewhat intrepid in my approach
(although I wish I could rather say
‘unflappable’!). I have decided to break
free from the shackles of expectations and
reason, of both others and my own, at least
while I’m writing for the Founders.
Publishing The Oliphant, especially
the Founder’s edition, I feel, is akin to
giving birth to a child (and I say that in
spite of being a man!). I’m sure my
spirited Editorial board members will
attest to this. Undoubtedly, they feel the
same ecstasy when they see the printed
copy of The Oliphant that a mother does
when she sees her newborn for the first
time. All those long moments of unrest
and sleeplessness finally start to justify
their purpose in the larger scheme of
things. For me there is nothing more
gratifying than seeing all of our untiring
efforts materialize into something as
potent and beautiful as this.
Meanwhile, the intervening period is
,spent tirelessly in finding common
ground to negotiate what’s feasible and in
the best interests of the school (being
sangfroid isn’t always easy, I tell you,
especially when you are working with a
bunch of prodigious 16-17 year olds who
are ready to take on virtually everything
and everyone!). You might be wondering
what makes this worth all the effort. If you
ask me, boarding schools are not just
bastions of excellence, they are also
sanctums of hope – hopes which will wilt
and wither if the students are not allowed
the freedom to thrive and soar. In the last

7-8 months I have had many of them (even
the ones who have felt terrorized by
English) walking up to me just to enquire
if they are eligible to write for The
Oliphant. It is in those moments of
epiphany that I realized The Oliphant is
doing something right to pique and bolster
the confidence of these hesitant souls,
who are probably looking for an
opportunity to articulate their experiences
or share their esoteric perspectives on just
about anything or anybody. The
possibilities offered by The Oliphant to do
so are virtually endless. Along with our
students, all of our teachers and non
teaching staff members are equally
welcome to pour out their hearts on
anything that they feel strongly about.
The Oliphant doesn’t proselytize or
pontificate. We only endeavour to create
safe environs where you can let go of your
creativity and articulation without the fear
of being judged, censored or jettisoned
and partake in a journey where we will
hold hands together and swap roles every
now and then as speakers and listeners. As
you scroll through the pages of The
Oliphant and embark on this journey of
revisiting your reminiscences, all I want
to ask is just one thing --- what is more
important to you – the journey or the
destination? For me, it’s neither. I prefer
the company. On that note, I present to
you the Founder’s 2021 edition of The
Oliphant.
Until next year,
-Raunaq Datta
Staff Editor
From Strength to Strength
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Letter to the Editor
D

ear Editor,

The Oliphant has secured a place in the hearts of every Welhamite, the wait for a new issue can always be seen among people and
it is always stimulating to hold a fresh issue of The Oliphant. Its ‘Humour’ section is the heart of the publication, always leaving
people with a laugh.
But a rising concern was that unfortunately, the heart of the publication is the only section most of the people read, only the
last page of the issue interests the people. If the relatability in the content of the publication is increased to a level where people
are able to connect to it then The Oliphant would gain a great amount of readership amongst students and people will once again
start reading it from the first page. Thank you for allowing me to vent my perspective and looking forward to your reply. Thank
you!
-Trayambak Pathak
Well wisher of The Oliphant

REPLY

D

ear Trayambak,

At the onset, I’d like to express my gratitude for your acknowledgement and appreciation. Every edition of The Oliphant is an
amalgamation of creativity and constant toil. It makes the board content to see Welhamites enjoying the fruits of our labour..
Our magazine is primarily known for its relatability to life at Welham. Time and time again, numerous students and
teachers have raised the concern that this factor seems to be diminishing. As you rightly mentioned, students need to connect
with the content of the magazine. Despite multiple Welham-centric articles appearing in each issue, the problem still persists. I
believe the reason behind this is the relatively new writer base which has barely experienced our school (due to the pandemic.)
This is why we have urged more seniors to contribute to The Oliphant as you will witness in the upcoming pages. This would
expose the true dimensions of Welham and make the pieces we publish more fascinating for the juniors.
We all sincerely hope that The Oliphant’s connection is re-established after our prolonged sojourn at home. Thank you for
voicing your concern. I wish you a joyful read ahead!
-Arnav Goel
Editor
From Strength to Strength

03

The

Oliphant
2021

Welcome to Welham
New Innings, New Beginnings
close-knit staff and students makes one
feel at home within no time. Boys back on
campus with games field echoing with
their voices, Bethany chirping with their
endless chatter has actually brought the
Welham nest back to its glory. I am
thrilled to have celebrated the much
awaited festival- Diwali with students
here.

I

t gives me immense joy and happiness
to have joined the Welham family last
month. A new place, new beginnings,
new learning and I look forward to
making many more memories. The fact
that I could impact a young mind
positively is encouraging, challenging
and exciting.
Having worked in a boarding school
was an added advantage, the cosiness of

I

joined the Welham family in
September 2020 when the country was
jolted by the Coronavirus. The School,
though not running in its otherwise
“offline” schedule, I still looked forward
to my journey here and hoped for
normalcy to be reinstated. The online
classes, online activities and events,
online interactions with the students and
parents were the routine.
Within a few months of starting out at
Welham, I witnessed their first-ever
online MHS, first-ever online Founders
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After a long hiatus of nearly two
years, it wasn't a cakewalk for any of us to
get back in the groove quickly.
Considering what the students had been
deprived of while they were at home, It
didn't take us long to get back to life in full
swing. It's very heartening to see the
young minds around struggling to be on
time right from P.T to meals, Observing
them throughout and to be able to extend
every possible assistance brings sheer joy
and satisfaction.
The culture of reporting caught my
attention. Juniors and newcomers
dreading their first reporting while the
School Captain was in quarantine got me
thinking. As the days passed, it felt

comforting to know that the newcomers
and juniors understood the essence of
reporting.
Boys and girls are always welcome to
walk in my office. It brings me sheer joy to
extend assistance, be responsible for their
smiles in moments of hopelessness,
comfort and calm in times of distress.
Young Welhamites staying away
without the comforts of their homes gives
me strength to be away from home too.
Every student is an educator. I look
forward to more such learning
opportunities and interactions.
My message to the Welhamites Please accept and respect people for their
individuality. We are all different and yet
the same. Make the world and campus a
happier place to be in.
I sincerely hope and wish the Welham
Boys' more smiles, thrilling adventures
and good health.
Keep the smile intact.
-Dr. Parneet Kaur

amongst others. It was amazing to see the
teachers and the students bridge their
geographical distance so efficiently with
technology as an aide and put on a stellar
show at all the online events.
As days passed, we had a good
number of students return to the school
injecting life to the seemingly dormant
Welham campus. I must say, it has been an
incredible journey at Welham so far and it
only seems to be getting better!
-Neha Vaswani

From Strength to Strength
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NOT OUT
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SAMYAK JAIN
I have been sitting for three days now
racking my brain as to what to write for
my ‘last man standing’ piece. Putting 10
years of Welham into words is an uphill
task. The first time I saw the Main Field
from the slope of Circular road while
entering Welham, the first breath I took
inside the campus, I knew instantly that
this is home.
Welham, you have shaped me into the
person I am today. And I will cherish
every single moment I have spent inside
your walls. I will cherish every single time
you touched my soul, be it cheering for the
golden jubilee or editing Welham Newz at
2 in the night or just going for a stroll
around the campus.
There aren't enough words in English
to thank you.
In the end, I would like to say,
Welham is the best home away from
home.
Au Revoir

BHARGAV SARMA
10 years at Welham has been a journey
that will be embedded in my heart forever.
10 years at Welham, a journey that
will forever be embedded in my heart.
Writing this has made me nostalgic. I
can't help but reminisce those moments of
glory that I can’t ever relive.
Just one more year, another month,
just a couple of days more, or even if a few
hours extra. I’d do anything just to get a
little more time to spend inside these
walls. But why lament now, when it’s all
slipped away? What should have felt like
ten whole years, felt like a mellow walk
alongside a quiet lake. Over, in just a blink
of an eye.
However much I might want those
days to come back, I know they won’t.
They can’t. All I can do now is think about
them, and smile. Dream about them,
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wonder about them.

part of the 75th Jubilee Senior School

You made me laugh, you made me
cry, you gave me beautiful friendships.
You will always be the best part of me. For
who I am, is only because of you.

Founder’s play. That was the moment I

Thank you, Welham.

also went by like a flash. All those

realized my potential in dramatics. When I
entered Middle School, Khera Ma’am
played a mother’s role in our lives. But it
reportings and inter house competitions,

PRANJAL GOPAL RAJPUT
As I sit to reflect on the most beautiful part
of my life , I feel a sense of nostalgia
overcoming me. The memories I made
with this FAMILY in these 10 years are
ineffable. 2-3 months is most I have left of
this amazing school life and I will leave
with more tears in my eyes than I had
when I joined. There is so much that I will
miss , the reportings (2 in the night),
birthdays (hopefully not mine), and all the
things we have seen together from old
buildings to the new Principal, changes
both physically and mentally.
I will always remember my teachers
who shaped my character, largely my
junior school teachers for being there and
reminding me+what I was and what I have
become. I know all of us will go our own
ways and pave our own paths, and maybe
won’t see each other again but it will
always be the most beautiful part of my
life. To my juniors who are reading this “leave no regrets and make the most of
WELHAM”

RAJBIR SINGH ANAND
Ten years! It's been a pretty long time.

these are some moments which will never
be forgotten. As we gradually grew up, we
entered Senior School. I still cannot forget
the one-act play we put together. Ved,
Yuvraj and I nailed it on stage. If I were to
do it again, I could still do it with elan.
Words won’t justify what my being here
for all these years means to me and I won’t
even try. Thank you Welham.

ADITYA MISHRA
When I first joined the school, I had come
with hopes and expectations like anyone
else but what I didn't realise was that I’ll
be here for a total of 10 years. As I look
around here today at all the people who
helped make me the person I am. I know it
feels like I am saying goodbye because
every good thing must come to an end, for
me it’s my stay at this school which is in its
last phase. I've had a great 10 years with
Welham, I will miss every member of the
Welham family very much. Thank you
We l h a m f o r h e l p i n g m e g r o w
exponentially.

When I was first told that I must write for
the “A Decade Not Out” section I was
confused, I didn’t know what to write. I sat
for hours that felt like an eternity, but it
was in those moments that my friends
made me realize what I have given to the
school and what this school has given me.
Joshi Ma’am, my first Housemother---she
got me through Junior School through all
the tough times and all the times I felt
homesick. When I was in grade 3, I was

From Strength to Strength
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RACHIT KHANDELWAL
As I reflect on the last ten years of my life,
I feel a strong sense of nostalgia. I
remember entering the gates of Welham
as a timid 8 year old, with no idea of how
this institution functions, with no idea
how life is about to be. As I look back at
my life in the valley, I realise that Welham
has given me more than I can ever give

From Strength to Strength

back. The journey from the Junior School
and the innocent years of life to the
Middle and Senior School, all the
struggles, all the experiences have shaped
me into who I am today. I found my
passion in Art at Welham, I danced at
Welham, I played all those football
matches in the Skating Rink at Welham

and I participated in the countless InterHouses at Welham. Ultimately, I think I
found joy and solace at Welham. As I am
about to step out of these walls, I want to
thank Welham, for making me the man I
am today.
It has been an honour,
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The

Editor’s Take
What does The Oliphant mean to you?
When I joined the Oliphant board as an intern, my role was simply to write articles and urge others to do the same.
As far as I can recall, my perspective of this magazine was very restricted back then. It was merely a job that I had to
do, a task that I had to perform in order to ascend the hierarchy of the board. This, in turn, took a toll on my writing
and I soon found myself churning out articles for the sake of it. They lacked ‘quality.’ As I transitioned into the
capacity of a correspondent, I realized that the one thing differentiating the Oliphant from all other publications at
Welham is its relatability. As I often say to the board members, “To be a part of other magazines you should know
how to write but to be a part of The Oliphant, you should know how to think!” Thus, no matter how many pieces you
produce, originality will always take precedence. Soon enough, I found myself working as an editor for The
Oliphant and this is, perhaps, where I finally understood the significance of our monthly in a Welhamite’s life. It is
important for the student community to express what they feel about school and other aspects of life without having
to filter their content through any lens. It is a platform where you are not compelled to categorize articles as
economic or political. Any opinionated piece, backed by strong reasoning, qualifies as ‘Oliphant material.’ Over
the years, this magazine has shown a more vulnerable side of our school with students and teachers alike,
conveying their perspective on everyday affairs. These elements of thought, originality and vulnerability make The
Oliphant Welham’s flagship publication and they are also what makes it a special magazine for each of the board
members. In my climb up the ladder, I have realized that the board, in itself, is a community of like-minded
individuals which can help you move forward in multiple ways. After 5 years of working for it, I no longer view this
publication as just my responsibility or my magazine. I think The Oliphant is an experience, as important as any
other in life and those of us who are fortunate enough to have it will always remain grateful. The question posed to
me at the beginning was- “What does The Oliphant mean to you?” I’d say it means a lot. A lot more than words can
express.
-Arnav Goel, XI
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What the Oliphant Means to me
It was one of those after/post dinner Oli Board meetings, that’s when the Editor-In-Chief asked me “What does the Oliphant
mean to you”? For a minute I thought, but of course I didn’t give him an answer right away at the skating rink (like always, I
got my way out) but that night I couldn’t stop thinking. A myriad of thoughts and ideas crossed my mind and if I am being
honest with you, all those emotions were a little too much than I expected.
It is now that I sit down to pen my thoughts (quite literally) that I realise a mere 300-400 words wouldn’t do justice to the
way I feel about this magazine, about The Oliphant. Back in 2014, when I first entered the gates of Welham, I was an
inquisitive new boy full of ambition. There were a few things that struck me and really caught my eye, and this very magazine,
The Oliphant, was one of them.
It was a mystical, joyous and exciting to find a copy of The Oliphant, be it in one of the old dusty racks of the Library or in
the Doctor’s Office at the School Hospital (yes, you really can find some great issues over there); it was prodigious to be
honest. It was sixth grade when things changed a bit. Transitioning from an avid reader of The Oliphant to being appointed the
Editor-in-Chief of the Junior Oli it was a big leap, a step beyond the horizon.
The Oliphant is more than just a publication at Welham. It’s a legacy, it’s a feeling. It is a gateway for Welhamites to
express themselves, to hone their skills and voice their opinions. On the other end, for the reader; the alumni, the teachers, the
parents and for our eager counterparts’ across the border, it is a gateway into life at Welham, it is an authentic peep into the
atmosphere of the school and the mind of the writers. The Oliphant is something that best encapsulates all that goes around
here; the enthralling Editorial, Oli 24/7 the inspirational Rising Intelligentsia, critical Reviews and the undisputed ‘Humour’
Section (yes, isn’t this the most awaited section for nearly all Welhamites).
The journey from a passionate reader to the Junior Editor-in-Chief, an Oli Intern to a Correspondent and now the Editor,
has made me realise that this is more than just a magazine, it is a feeling. This Legacy, the Oliphant is ‘The Voice of Welham’.
-Shubhankar Dhulia, XI

The Oliphant - to me
The Oliphant- a magazine that represents Welhamites opinions, thoughts and vision. When you are a part of this
board, it is a privilege. Since my time as a middle schooler, I aspired to be a part of the editorial board. This
magazine has always provided opportunities to fellow Welhamites to express their share of opinions and thoughts
to the school through this magazine. It was a conduit for me to share my opinions and thoughts. As time passed, I
transformed from being a reader to a writer, from a writer to an editor for this magazine. Now, here I am writing my
editor’s take for the very same magazine. One word I associate with Oliphant is class. I have seen my seniors,
juniors and batchmates giving it all to have a glance at this magazine, especially for the ‘Lampoon’ and ‘Humour
section’. I remember those late-night board meetings at White House, hustling for completing the work before the
deadline. I have seen myself grow along with this magazine, I have always felt special, holding this magazine and
flipping through its pages. From reading the Lampoon to writing one, The Oliphant has not only helped me express
myself better but also pushed me to introspect on things differently. The best part of The Oliphant is that it is an
opinionated magazine. During my time as an intern, I was assigned to write articles and collect them; back then it
was a responsibility for me. Now being associated with this magazine for 4 years, working for this magazine has
become a passion for me. It takes a lot to be a part of this magazine, you have to change your priorities, and even if
you have an exam tomorrow, you are expected to work tirelessly for this magazine. Indeed your efforts for this
magazine always deliver fruitful results. My emotions for this publication can’t be just shared by mere words. The
question that I would like to put forth is --- “What does The Oliphant mean to you?” I will say for me this
publication is invaluable, even more than my investments.
-Parth Tiwari, XI

From Strength to Strength
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Reflections
Are Welhamites Responsible Enough to Handle Devices?

H

onestly, it depends on our usage
and our purpose. In my opinion,
yes, it's not like we get our devices daily,
and whenever we get them, either we use
them for research or functional purposes.
Also, it feels like a break from the long
tiring week. However, like everything
that exists, it too has its pros and cons.
Although the pros overshadow the cons,
they do exist. The most conspicuous
negative about it is that it consumes a lot
of our time and tempts us with a lot of
distractions. Though they tell us about the

10

outside world, they stop us from choosing
the wrong path. Devices also help us, the
boarders, stay in touch with our loved
ones even when we are away. In
conclusion, we think that we can handle
our devices and use them in accordance
with the boarding school rules and
moralities.
-Atharva Ahuja and
Samarth Agarwal, VIII

D

evices have become an essential
part of a student's life living in
Welham. Of course, students don't use
them constructively. They use their
devices for entertainment purposes like
watching YouTube, playing games, etc.

This defeats the whole purpose of coming
to a boarding school. Instead of going out
to play, children keep sitting in front of
devices thereby ruining their Sundays. I
believe that students should only use their
devices for specific purposes, be it for
MUNS, debates, or magazines. I think
that students should not be allowed to use
their devices every Sunday. In my
opinion, handing over gadgets to middle
school is inviting trouble as they are not
mature enough to handle these devices.
-Vardaan Tyagi, IX

W

hat comes with the responsibility
of becoming a modern integrated
school? Today, more than ever, the world

From Strength to Strength
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has witnessed the capability and the
necessity of technological advancements
in education. But who is the authority on
to what extent is the use of the devices
"legal”? Also, are the juniors in classes
VII and VIII capable of handling such
expensive devices? The uncertainty of it is
very apparent although it cannot be denied
that the students can use these devices to
access the available online resources to
their advantage. The final neutral
argument appears to be that the students
should have access to the devices. Still,
they also need to be informed clearly of
the repercussions they might have to face
in case of any mishandling or misuse of
these assets.
-Bimarsh Jha, X

T

he question is very tricky, to be
honest as people do need devices at
specific points, but it is addictive enough
to distract people from more pressing
concerns. I have also been through middle

From Strength to Strength

school, and at that stage, we weren't
allowed to keep devices at all. We had
actually seen the school when it was at the
top of its sports culture. We can't see any
of it now; it's just students sitting at a place
with their eyes glued on the screen. We
loved Sundays because it was the only day
we had some time to play. I won't say that
it's not good to use devices, but there
should be a limit to everything that we do.
-Maulik Khanna, XI

I

'm afraid this idea of mine will upset
my juniors or the people in the school.
I firmly believe that the expensive
devices children carry are pointless and
an absolute waste of time. I have seen
times in school where sports was the only
priority students had, and they enjoyed it
to the fullest. Grade 12 is allowed to keep
laptops because we people are
responsible enough to keep our laptops,
and on top of that, we have to work on
our laptops, be it extra classes or any

other stuff. It is not a necessity for grade
10 and below, but it can turn into a
tendency soon. I believe that the school
should tighten their policies on the
devices and take care of the sports
culture in school.
-Gauransh Goyal, XII

B

eing a Housemaster, we have seen
children being reckless while
handling their devices. I won't say that
devices shouldn't be allowed at all, but at
the most it can be allowed for the junior
classes because managing thousands of
worth of devices is not easy. As far as I
have seen, the senior students don't
misplace their devices, but one thing that
besets them is addiction and tendency to
use their devices all the time. Students are
responsible enough to handle devices but
are not reliable enough to manage their
time.

-Om Prakash Prasad
Krishna A - Housemaster
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Highlights

of the Year...
year...

P

roject Samvedna- A Covid Relief
initiative by the Prefectorial Body-Class of 2022 Welham Boys’ School in
association with AAN Charitable Trust.
Project Samvedna – relief material
delivered to the Garhwal region, like
oxygen concentrators, disposable masks,
menstrual hygiene kits and disinfectants.
Currently team Samvedna is preparing the
consignment for the Kumaon region.
The School participated in Vidya
Devi Jindal School International
Round Square Conference. The theme
for the conference was ‘To be the
Rainbow in Someone Else’s Cloud’.
Following are the students who
represented the school:
•
•
•
•

Shubhankar Dhulia
Aryan Tibrewal
Maulik Khanna
Manvir Yadav

The School hosted a virtual TEDx
Youth @WBS earlier this year, the
following were the esteemed speakers at
the event • Mrs. Sudha Murthy: ChairpersonInfosys
• Mr. Farhad Acidwalla: Entrepreneur,
Investor and TEDx Speaker
• Mrs. Akancha Srivastava: FounderAkancha Srivastava Foundation
• Dr. Sneh Sonaiya: Doctor: COVID
Isolation Ward SSG Hospital
• Aaditya Chandra Gupta: StudentWelham Boys’ School
The School won the Award of
E x c e l l e n c e a t G re e n G u r u k u l
Education Programme - Solid Waste
Management.
The School participated in the St.
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Philip’s College, Alice Springs,
Australia International Virtual Round
Square Conference held on the 26th of
May. The theme for the conference was
‘School Mottos, Culture and
Community’. Following are the students
who represented the School •
•
•
•
•

Shubhankar Dhulia
Yousef Bhutia
Divyansh Makheeja
Arnav Bansal
Apurv Agarwal

Heartiest congratulations to Savi
Singh of grade XII for securing the first
position in Western Solo Singing at the
virtual edition of VASUDHA - The
Earth Fest, hosted by the Vidya Devi
Jindal School, Hissar.
In collaboration with the Aasraa
Trust the school started the Volunteering
Inclusive Education Programme for
200 orphan slum dwellers.
The School participated in The
Athenian School, California
International Virtual Round Square
held on the 29th of May. The theme for the
conference was ‘Finding Common
Ground’. Following are the students who
represented the school •
•
•
•
•

Shubhankar Dhulia
Aryaman Agarwal
Arnav Singhla
Rakshit Khurrana
Arush Kaintura

The School participated in the Daly
College Model United Nations
Conference ‘UCHRONIA’ held from
the 2nd to the 4th of July, the theme for the
conference was ‘A New World Order’.
The following students won Special

Mentions:
• Shubhankar Dhulia - International
Peace and Security Council
• Arnav Goel - Refugee Relief
Committee
• Arush Kaintura - Global Health
Security
• Keshav Agarwal - Art and Culture
The School participated in the Miss
Saroj Srivastava Inter-School English
Debate, hosted by the Welham Girls’
School, Dehradun on the 3rd and 4th of
September 2021.
The team qualified for the final
round and following are the awards won• Shubhankar Dhulia won the Best
Speaker Award in the Final round of
the Debate
• Atharva Agarwal was adjudged the
Second Best Interlocutor in the
Preliminary Round
• Shubhankar Dhulia was adjudged the
Second Best Speaker in the
Preliminary Round.
• The School participated in the
Jodhamal Youth Conclave, a
simulation of the Model United
Nations hosted by the Jodhamal
Public School, Jammu.
Following are the Awards won at the
conference:
Best Delegates:
• Shubhankar Dhulia - International
Arbitration Council
• Aarav Upadhyaya - Lok Sabha
• Atharva Agarwal - Viceroy’s
Supreme Forum
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Outstanding Delegates:

4. Shaurya Agarwaal

• Aayusman Tiwari - Lok Sabha
• Keshav Agarwal and Trayambak
Pathak - International Press Corps

The School conducted the Inter House Arthur Hughes English Debate
for the Senior School on the 26th of
August, 2021.

Honourable Mentions
• Parth Tiwari - Viceroy’s Supreme
Forum
• Abhyuday Tulsyan - North Atlantic
Treaty Organisation

Shubhankar Dhulia of Jamuna
House was adjudged the Most Promising
Speaker of the debate and Arnav Goel of
Jamuna House was adjudged the Best
Speaker.

Special Mention

Following are the House positions.

• Arnav Goel - United Nations Human
Rights Council
• Arush Kaintura - North Atlantic
Treaty Organisation

1st
2nd
3rd
4th

Ultimately the School lifted the Best
Delegation Trophy in the small scale
category!
**The Best Delegates won a cash prize of
` 5000
The Outstanding Delegates won a cash
prize of ` 2000
The School participated in the
Mother Isabel Memorial English
Debate, hosted by the Convent of Jesus
and Mary, Dehradun on the 28th of
August. Shubhankar Dhulia was
adjudged the Most Promising Speaker
of the debate.
Heartiest congratulations to
Shubhankar Dhulia and Arnav Goel
who emerged as Winners and bagged the
Rolling Trophy for the Winning Team, in
this prestigious debate.
The school participated in the Assam
Va l l e y S c h o o l R o u n d S q u a r e
Symposium held on the 21st of August
2021. The Symposium was based on the
Round Square Pillar of Internationalism
themed ‘Diversity is the Art of Thinking
Independently Together’.
The following students participated
in the Round Square:
1. Shubhankar Dhulia
2. Raghav Agarwal
3. Adi Narayan Gurung
From Strength to Strength
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Jamuna
Ganga
Cauvery
Krishna

The School participated in The
Lawrence School Sanawar Model
United Nations Conference which was
held from the 16th - 18th of August 2021.
The following won the High
Commendation Award:
• Shubhankar Dhulia - United Nations
Security Council
• Arnav Goel - United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees
The School participated in The Doon
School Round Square Conference held
on the 26th of August 2021. The theme for
the conference was “Democracy:
Fuelling Future Development”.
The following students represented the
School:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Shubhankar Dhulia
Shivam Rastogi
DIvyansh Makheeja
Arnav Goel
Aryaman Agarwal
Parth Tiwari

The School participated in the East
India Debate, hosted by The Assam
Valley School.
The School team reached the Finals,
and emerged Runners Up. The team
comprised of:
• Shubhankar Dhulia

• Arnav Goel
• Trayambak Pathak
The individual awards are as follows:
• Preliminary Round 1 - Most
Promising Speaker - Arnav Goel
• Preliminary Round 3 - Most
Promising Speaker - Trayambak
Pathak
• Best Speaker - Arnav Goel
• Pre Quarter Finals - Most Promising
Speaker - Shubhankar Dhulia and
Arnav Goel
• Quarter Finals - Best Speaker - Arnav
Goel
• Semi Finals - Best Speaker Shubhankar Dhulia
• The Finals - Best Speaker Shubhankar Dhulia
The School participated in the Mayo
College Girls’ School Model United
Nations Conference (MCGSMUN’21)
held from the 9-11 of September, 2021.
Following are the awards won1. United Nations Security Council
Shubhankar Dhulia and Atharva
Agarwal - High Commendation Award
2. UNESCO
Keshav Agarwal - Verbal Mention
Tanay Pratap - Special Mention
Arush Kaintura - Best Delegate
3. AIPM
Tr a y a m b a k P a t h a k - H i g h
Commendation
4. WIPO
Arnav Goel - Best Delegate
Special Mention Divyansh
Makheeja
5. AD-HOC
A b h y u d a y Tu l s y a n - H i g h
Commendation
Ultimately the School lifted the Best
D e l e g a t i o n Tr o p h y a t t h e
MCGSMUN’21!!
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Book : The Audacity Of Hope
Author : Barack Obama
Rating : 8

Book Review

I

n this best-selling book, Obama
discusses the importance of empathy
and inclusiveness in politics, his hopes for
a different America with different
policies, and how the ideals of its
democracy can be renewed. A public
servant and a lawyer, a professor and a
father, Obama has written a book of
transforming power that will inspire
people worldwide.
This book was published in 2006, just
three years before Obama became the
44th United States of America. He wrote
this book to ensure a steady income for his
family while continuing with his political
career. Obama conveys his thoughts about
the damaged politics of the US and offers
his ideas and methods to fix the damaged
system that supports negative campaigns,
a system that used to be fair but had gone
corrupt over the years.
This book is an extended meditation
on the three main themes of that speech.
First, he argues that the partisan bitterness
that has characterized American politics
since the mid-1990s is unnecessary and
self-indulgent. By fixating on a narrow set
of "wedge issues" that resonate with their
respective activist bases, leaders in both
the Republican and Democratic parties
have alienated millions of ordinary
Americans from politics at the very
moment when decisive political decisions
are most needed.
Second, to re-earn their legitimacy,
he believes politicians need to abandon
the "culture war" rhetoric and focus on the
modest, everyday aspirations and
concerns of the moderate majority: for
decent jobs, affordable healthcare when
they need it, and for a good education for
their children. Third, this will require, he
argues, not just a different set of issues but
a different way of talking about them.
Time and again, Obama returns to the
14

need for "a new kind of politics, one that
can excavate and build upon those shared
understandings that pull us together as
Americans."
Once and for all, it also lays clear
what Obama's views are on several
controversial subjects, including the Iraq
war, abortion, and, of course, equal rights
for minorities. None of it is especially
ground-breaking, especially now after
he's been in office for so long, but it's still a
great way to get a glimpse inside the mind
of the most powerful man on earth. "The
Audacity of Hope" offers readers a chance
to get into the mind of America's most
charismatic politicians and also paints the
landscape of the post-Bush Era. Like Bill
Clinton, Obama has the knack of weaving

things together, the personal and the
conceptual.
Distilled into a short paragraph,
Obama's views are essential that we
should all treat each other with the respect
that we all deserve, that we should aim to
compromise if necessary to develop a
better future and that at the end of the day,
the audacity of hope and the power of
individual people coming together under
a common cause will be enough to make
the world a better place. Let's hope he's
right – I certainly agree with him, and it's
fascinating to see how he maintained his
position as best as he could on the subjects
he mentions, making this book a mustread.
-Jaap Sardana, IX
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Game : Resident Evil: Village
Publisher : Capcom Games
Rating : 8.5

Game Review

T

he fabulous Resident Evil franchise,
as you may all know, is widespread
in the world. Thus, it has brought us
another sequel to the last game Resident
Evil 7: Biohazard, Resident Evil 8:
Village. Released on May 1, 2021, this
game has won the hearts of many gamers.
It seems that Capcom Games never fails to
surprise people when it comes to sequels.

After passing through the horrific
happenings of Resident Evil 7, Ethan
Winters, the protagonist in this game, has
started over a new life with his wife Mia,
finally living in peace and leaving their
past behind them. However, Chris
Redfield, one of the characters in the
previous Resident Evil games, disrupts
their life, throwing new challenges at
Ethan and sending him in search of
answers. Few main characters in this
game are Ethan Winters, Mia Winters,
Rosemary Winters, Chris Redfield, The
Hound Wolf Squad, Mother Miranda,
Lady Dimitrescu, and Heisenberg.
Compared to the last game, which
had a small house, Resident Evil: Village
offers a more extensive area to explore,
giving an entire village and a massive
mansion. Capcom has overdone
themselves on the graphics this time. The
bloom, ambient occlusions, and shadow
effects are improved significantly. The
new feature that I liked was the variable
sky lighting that would change the
shadow effects and bloom. The interior
lighting has improved, and so have the
volumetric particles. Resident Evil
Village also supports ray-tracing for highend gaming PCs. The armory is expanded,
adding new guns like GM-79 (grenade
launcher) and the f2 rifle. The storyline
has become more extensive, allowing you
to do side missions for Duke, the trader in
the game. Doing these missions will allow
players to unlock new guns and more
complicated modifications for them. To
sum up, the game offers a unique
experience to RE (Resident Evil) fans.
From Strength to Strength

Since I am a tremendous fan of horror
and survival games, Resident Evil Village
seemed like a game that was palpable for
people like me. As I opened the game, I
could not even sit straight as my heart was
beating rapidly because of the unrest one
experiences when he opens up a new
game. I loaded up a new story mode, and
the smooth butter gameplay took my
heart. Such crisp movements in a survival
and horror game are seldom seen. The
gunplay took me by surprise—such
accuracy to real life in the game. The
smoke after firing a shot, reloading
animation, and as I said earlier, the ripples

made in water bodies all felt so realistic!
"The sequel to Resident Evil 7 leans
heavily on Resident Evil 4's brand of
action but adds its sensibilities to the
mix", GameSpot. "Resident Evil is the
messed up fairytale of your dreams."
Jacksepticeye, a famous Youtuber. It
seems that both the community and the
non-gamers, Resident Evil Village, has
acquired a special place in their hearts.
To summarize, Resident Evil 8, in my
opinion, is a must-play. No matter how
you play the game, have fun.
-Shlok Singh, X
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Movie Review

Movie : The Great Indian Kitchen
Rating : 9.5/10

F

or years, we have seen Indian women
being oppressed because of the
patriarchal society. Women's representation
in history and cinema has evolved from
using them as a showpiece or an attention
magnet to showing them as revolutionaries
and giving them the respect they deserve.
The Malayalam cinema has created a movie
which is impactful enough to influence the
audience. 'The Great Indian Kitchen' is a
Malayalam movie, directed and written by
Jeo Baby. I believe that creating such films is
really difficult as such storylines go against
the norms of society. 'The Great Indian
Kitchen' has been awarded 'The Kerala State
Best Film Award' and 'the Kerala Best State
Film Award for Screenplay.' Looking at the
number of awards the movie has got, it
seems like this has had a minor audience and
is somewhat underrated. We need to
acknowledge that Malayalam cinema
doesn't get the limelight or the attention they
deserve. I personally haven't seen many
movies from the south, yet whenever I
watch such films, they impress me a lot more
than the Hindi Cinema.
The story revolves around a woman
from a significant background married to a
house of a government worker where she
has to live without luxury or comfort. After
her marriage, she has a family of four
people. I would call their family somewhat
dysfunctional as the newly married bride's
reaction towards the overreaction of the
other family members over silly stuff clearly
rules out the notion of a happy family. With
time, things start getting worse, and
gloominess replaces the happiness on her
face. This movie has no loopholes to cover
or to find out; the film is a momentum of
realization that happens slowly and
gradually. The movie includes mention of
many social aspects, including oppression,
misogyny, social discrimination, and myths
about periods. The script conveys the right
message through a tight slap to such illogical
customs.
This movie has pointed out many
cultural flaws in our society, and each one of
them has been addressed. None of the issues
addressed have had a specific monologue
about themselves, but instead, the director
has made sure that the actors and the scenes
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emote strongly. The movie has the same
sequence of scenes portrayed over and over
again, but the differentiation between them
is the change of mood and illustration. The
thing I liked the most were the mentions of
the forever going debate about how women
having periods are unholy.
I wanted to talk about all the male
characters in the movie specifically. First up
is the father-in-law of the newly married
woman. Throughout the film, the oldest
person in the family has been constantly
misogynistic and brazen with his words,
actions and demands. He has been shown
shirtless throughout the movie, and
ironically he lectures other family members
on culture. I found the character the most
irritating. Next up is the husband, he was
shown as a really good person at the start,
but he turned out to be a selfish lecher who
will do anything to fulfill his sexual urges.
The character of the woman has been
shown strong yet oppressed. She was strong

enough to survive the mental torture her inlaws gave her, and whenever she raised a
point, she was quietened, saying, 'It's our
culture.' All the other women characters in
the movie have been shown as oppressive
towards the main character and shown
propagating what they have faced. All the
characters in the film are realistic, and that's
what the highlight of the whole movie is.
From the storyline to the characters,
everything is so natural that you can feel and
relate to the movie almost immediately.
Every time I watch a movie, I judge it
based on the engagement it offers. Talking
about this particular movie proposes
fantastic engagement, and it has a strong
message for society. It is somewhat related
to how oppression can force somebody to
pull a revolution. I liked everything about
the movie, and the language factor did not
bother me. I would recommend it to
everybody around me.
-Pranay Singh Dhaka, X
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Series Review

Series : Kota Factory
Director : Raghav Subbu
Cast : Jitendra Kumar , Mayur More, Ranjan Raj, Revathi Pillai

H

indi cinema has often projected a
very jaded image of what the life of
students in India truly is. We’ve been
made to frolic on lavish campuses, relish
our perfect relationships, and then there is
the magical convenience of everyone
ending up with high-paying jobs without
really showcasing any insight concerning
the struggle that goes into achieving those
dreams.
On April 16, 2019, T.V.F. released
their web series titled quota factory on
YouTube for free, and I vividly remember
it being a slow burn with respect to its
impact on audiences. It wasn’t the instant
success and fandom, but with word of
mouth and the shared clips, it became a
massive hit, so much that Netflix hijacked
its next season.
The show looks at the competitive
Indian education system; its factory-like
structure prepares teenagers to get into the
best imaginable institutes. Kota, a city in
Rajasthan that once used to be an ordinary
city but now is densely student populated
with coaching classes propelled the
sixteen-year-olds inch closer to what they
believe is their only gateway to get a ticket
into the hallowed gates of I.I.T.
Kota is the mecca for students'
preparation. Therefore, every parent
believes that if a child wants to succeed, it
is the place to go to. The constant and
recurring pressure that exists in a student's
life daily to make their parents' wishes
come true while not making them feel
regretful of their financial investment is
perfectly portrayed in many ways. The
web series also showcases the beauty of
the student and teacher community that
work hand in hand to achieve their desired
goal despite the many problems faced
within the education system.
I guarantee you, the effortless nature
of the performances truly makes you feel
that these actors are students who have
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shifted to prepare for the grand entrance
exam. The camaraderie, frustration, and
resilient spirit of keeping on trying are
some of the biggest highlights of the
series. Refusing to treat the students as
incompetent, literature and films
routinely romanticise their shortcomings,
elevate them as aspirational, and bestow
the identity of the underdogs or the
misfits.
Their struggle and rebellion make for
a far more enthralling story than the
achievement of those who were expected
to succeed. What makes Kota Factory an
appealing, engaging, and essential
addition to the long line of cinematic
representation of such 'failures' is its
refusal to tell its story. They exist in their
absence as the series trains its lens on
those situated between the rank holders
and the rebels: the subsection of
seemingly prosaic people who lead lives
so ordinary that they make no story. Their
effort is not to stray or overtake the
narrative but to remain in it.
The ingenuity of Kota Factory lies in
its ability to deal with various narrative
strands and coalesce them effortlessly. By
exploring the place through the eyes of

students who are precariously positioned
between the over and underachievers, the
series draws an arresting picture of the
dynamics of the area, the city's propensity
to commodify students and discard some
as tainted goods. At the same time, the
interaction of the students within the
capacity of friendship and rivalry subtly
sheds light on how the place which thrives
on — and has done a business of — pitting
one student against another also serves as
an unlikely meeting point of students from
dissimilar backgrounds, and in some ways
a leveler.
This web series is worth every
second, an accurate and genuine
representation of Indian education and
students' struggle to understand this rather
complex and daunting system. In many
ways, it presents an affecting portrayal of
a protagonist undergoing his rite of
passage. It also provides a glimpse of
those whose lives are too ordinary to be
written about, informs of the many
friendships forged in these seemingly
hostile organizations, and shows how they
extract a promise of meeting in the future
when those friends go their ways.
-Shrey Joshi, X
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Donda Vs. CLB

Album : Donda
Artist : Kanye West
Rating : 7.2

''Kayne West cements his reputation of
being someone that you can rely on for
doing something, at the very least,
unusual.''

stood out the most. These are some of the
best features I've ever heard. Kanye was
able to harness a lot of the featured artist
talents in a way that I'd never heard before.

Kanye West has dropped his new
album, and this is a massive moment for
the hip-hop community because, at one
point, no one thought that this was going
to be coming out this year. 'Donda' is the
tenth studio album by the American
rapper, producer, and 2020 presidential
candidate for the USA. The album is
named after and also dedicated to his
mother, Donda West.

Some of my favourite songs on the
album captivated the more lyrical and
reflective sound of West. The song
"Moon" featured the classic style of Kid
Cudi. It was slow but not monotonous
like the previously mentioned songs. It
had more of a chill vibe to it, which I
liked. I also really dug "Off The Grid," in
which Kanye pays homage to his
hometown, making ample use of
Chicago's native drill rap style, an
extreme subgenre of rap music
characterized by booming bass lines and
gritty delivery. It also has a particular
intensity, bringing listeners the best verse
of Fivio Foreign's career, the most
focused rap I've heard from Kanye.

This is probably his most ambitious
and hyped album ever, and the
expectations for this record have been
high. On the record's first day of
availability, it racked up over 180 million
streams worldwide. Its first week has
become the No. 1 album in 152 countries
and has set the 2021 record for single-day
streaming on both Spotify and Apple
Music.
It arrives during a pandemic no less,
but it works because West doesn't lose his
grittiness or the edge that he's intensified
over nearly two decades now. The record
is twenty-seven tracks and is about two
hours long – not itself a strike against the
record, but merely a representation of
Kanye's affection towards God and his
spiritual self. However, this isn't Kanye
known for his protest raps; in the late
2000s, Kanye West's consistency was his
greatest weapon.
One could rely on a record to be bold,
brash, with evolution but recognizable
within the palate of sounds and themes
West's raps were acclaimed for. The
problem with his recent discovery is that
Kanye's process has stymied his most
significant ideas. He seems to draft songs
around shifting album releases instead of
fully-realized artistic visions. He scraps
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whole albums and then churns out new
ones in a couple of weeks.
Over the last few years, Kanye's
sound has approximated a kind of hollow
excess, defined by epic chord
progressions, minimal drums, headturning guests, and scorched synth lines
with little in the way of solid rapping.
Donda's lethargic sequencing reveals how
these prestige-rap cues are not always a
formula for good music.
First impressions matter a lot with an
album, and it didn't connect with me the
first time I binged it. The dragging length
of repetitive sounds coupled with
Kanye’s impromptu songwriting and
subdued production made this a
disappointing project for me. I was
convinced that he had finally gone off the
deep end and forgotten how to make a
good record, but listening to it the next
few days, I realized how detailed and
beautiful the album was.
Yes, it's not a meticulously crafted
cinematic experience in music form like
Kanye is known for doing, but I genuinely
started to believe so much while listening
to this album. Kanye's ability to harness
and appeal to our most basic human
emotions with music is strongly evident in
this album. It manifests itself profoundly,
and I felt myself starting to love a lot of its
songs.
Now that doesn't mean I think the
album's perfect, not at all, but the features

But after a while, it's simply hard to
remain invested when you know that
Kanye is throwing everything at you to
see what sticks. It's a perfectly viable
method for streaming sales, but the flip
side of that coin is that anyone trying to
form a real critical analysis of the record
will be left questioning.
It's not Kanye's return to form. Still, it
does enough to stave off the kind of
musical irrelevance that seemed to be
creeping up on him as his detestable
personal misconduct began to dwarf his
poor-to-middling studio output. There's
nothing fallacious about stating that
Donda is a great album. This album is a
complex listen and not an easy one by any
means. If you think there's a reward for
one's pursuance, the short answer is no
because the message of catharsis feels
scattered by the middle of the record. The
longer answer is a possible yes, but that's
if you give West plenty of your time and
attention over the next few months,
spinning Donda over and over.
From Strength to Strength

The

Oliphant
2021
"Certified Lover Boy is just another
"Drake album." But every single aspect of
what that means is at its highest level since
that term became a thing."
After getting a pandemic pushback,
Drake is back with his sixth album, with
the half-baked darkling demo tapes
serving as placeholders. In the meantime,
this record came to us with absolutely no
teasers and quickly took shape, seemingly
in reaction to Drake's ongoing kerfuffle
with Kanye West. Drake is still trying to
balance fame, intimacy, ambition, and
insecurity. He is still learning whom to
trust - but there's a malaise that lingers
across his sixth album as if Drake has lost
himself in the Library of Drake, less sure
where he is supposed to devote his
attention. At the same time, an emptiness
creeps into his life and lifestyle.
Spanning 21 tracks and 86 minutes,
"Certified Lover Boy" is cohesive and
well-produced enough to feel like a proper
studio album, which is refreshing
following Scorpion's bloated mess and the
non-album projects Drake has dropped
since. However, with no signs of growth
and no straightforward narrative
threading the songs together, it does not
take long before the path he carves out on
the album's dynamic first set of songs
becomes tedious and murky – or before it
stops feeling like a journey altogether. He
has been dissecting emotional
entanglements, social media culture, and
the unglamorous realities of celebrity life
with equal rigor for more than a decade.
However, for once, Drake does not seem
too worried about the nuances.
However, I appreciate Drake putting
on a game face and embracing the realities
of fatherhood. Drake seems more
infatuated with the whole thing than he
did in his previous albums. However, I
believe that it's not the reason "CLB" fails
to deliver. In fact, we may never know, but
from an outside perspective, it seems like
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Album : Certified Lover Boy
Artist : Drake
Rating : 4.9

is coming together into a great project.
Despite there being a song that tells you
otherwise, Drake brings along many of his
'friends' in the industry, and while I
wouldn't say they make for the best parts
of the record, they are at least the most
impressive.
Moreover, that should not come as a
shock, as the man has always been
anything but forthcoming, but his airy,
calm demeanor has given way to this
record. Certified Lover Boy is, at long
last, a parody of an artist who always
managed to get the joke before anyone
else could.

a lot of it could have to do with a lack of
inspiration, something that Drake has
been searching for a long time.

-Vihan Shukla, X

Drake's much-publicized feud with
Kanye West, to whom the album devotes a
great deal of subtle and not-so-subtle
energy, appears to have corrupted much of
what he does so well. The album's bloated
track listing comes partly because many
songs serve no purpose but to air out
grievances amongst millionaire
celebrities. "Love All '' sounds more like a
B-side from one of Drake's constellation
of playlists, compilations, and mixtapes.
The same goes for the overly dramatic.
What makes this album stand out to
me is that he is experimenting a lot more
production-wise. He strays away from a
hit-making formula. This production is
distinct from each of his other mixtapes
and albums. Furthermore, while people
may assume he failed, I think he has
succeeded immensely with expanding his
sound past the croony R&B/Rap. This
spacey and melancholic production has
been mixed with Drake's certified lover
boy lyrics.
I will sum this up by saying this is just
a very uninspired record from Drake; not a
whole lot is going on here creatively, a few
decent tracks here and there, but nothing
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A Fading Culture at Welham

Changes with time

W

hile skimming through old editions of the oliphant, I
came across an article written by one of my predecessors,
Yugdeep Shokeen. His article was about the same topic as my
piece. I feel that it is a failure on our part, as students, that even
after five years of that article publication, the point still stands.
When I joined Welham in 2013, the fields were overflowing with
students who were literally utilizing every inch of the field, and
quarrels over who got to play were typical. Everybody awaited
Sundays to play all day long, and students woke up early to not
miss out on being a part of the team. Now that excitement to play
has transgressed into an addiction to the internet and decadence.
Every weekend, I am troubled to see long lines outside the house
warden’s home to get devices, and quarrels over plug points. The
same questions arise five years later, “Where does the fault lie?”
It is the same school, same faculty, and now, much better
facilities. The school has a variety of sports with new ones getting
introduced over the years, so a lack of interest shouldn’t be an
issue.
Is it caused by Covid? Yes, Covid has taken away two years
of our lives, but I feel that now is the time for us to recuperate and
cover up for those wasted years. I think that the blame should be
shouldered by the seniors as much as the juniors. Looking up to
seniors in the fields was a huge source of motivation for us as
juniors, but now where will that motivation come from when the
seniors themselves are sleeping during ‘games time’. I also feel
the neglect for ‘games time’ is a major part of the issue. All the
events and co-curricular activities in school are conducted at the
expense of the ‘games time’. I feel that the two hours we get to
play sports are essential in every school, especially a prestigious
boarding school like ours. Those 2 hours are as important as
school hours because an ideal boarder is someone who does
everything and can balance them without having to focus on one
thing at the cost of the other. Sports also help sculpt the ideal
boarder, as they inculcate a sense of discipline, determination,
and team spirit.
Some of the best memories of Welham I have is while
playing sports. Sadly, the junior-senior bond within a team, the
inside jokes, and the experiences are things not many in the
school have cherished. The fields are begging for children to
come and play, and so am I. As a twelvethie, I never thought that
this would be the type of message I would have to pass on to my
juniors. The circumstances, however, demand this. So as
Yugdeep said, “It’s your life. Make it large.”
-Namgyal Khampa, XII
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T

he school’s spirit has found a new recipient, who, with no
hesitation, will do everything necessary to help the school
stride ahead. Our spirit and enthusiasm have not diminished
with the prolonged absence of students.

The school, along with its faculty, is constantly adapting to
the hybrid mode of classes. Even after grappling with such
adversities, the school is committed to providing the best
learning experience to the online student body. We, as a school,
are doing our best to make use of the available opportunities.
Among many other such advancements, our school has
completed the construction of the new academic block (the
riverside block). Our students’ stoic acceptance of the taxing
marching practice heading into the athletic season has shown
us that there is still spirit left.
Our school is one of the most prestigious schools in the
country and has been progressing towards scaling the old
expected standards, both academically and on the coscholastic front. The barren and the depressed have been
waiting for the return of happiness for a long time. Flora and
fauna, too, have prospered along with the school.
Our home is barren without its students; the school sports
teams are working to achieve the targets set by the previous
ones. Our home is more welcoming and safer than ever before.
Welham is just four walls made of bricks and buildings without
its glory. It’s not what it is without its forever glowing spirit,
residing in the hearts of its trusted Welhamites.
We have always been taught, change is the only constant,
and it’s essential. If things never change, there’ll be no
evolution. We’ve seen people bringing changes here in school
and outside. They are the only ones who are remembered and
admired. To conclude, changes will never cease, and trying to
control them is equivalent to hindering evolution.
-Jaap Sardana, IX
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Doing Nothing.

F

or us, these two words "Doing
nothing" can be seen as a waste of
time and connotes a negative meaning of
being inactive. On the contrary, being
busy is a seal of approval; we wear the
label like a badge of honour, validation,
and proof of our worthiness. Sadly that's
how the world works, and the earth
continues to rotate no matter what. Even
when half of the world is resting, another
part is hustling, and we take turns doing
our parts. Non-stop action of doing things.
The whole world is doing something
every second, but there's something we
can learn from the art of doing nothing,
and we can trace it back to Taoism's
philosophy of non-doing.
I'm not going in-depth with the
philosophy. But let me list down some of
the perks of doing nothing and how we
can implement the art of doing nothing in
our everyday lives. Doing nothing allows
us to pay attention to our surroundings. I
think most of us have experienced this in
our lives. Even when we are experiencing
something once in a lifetime, sometimes
it's fine to put down our cameras and do
nothing. Be present at the moment
because doing nothing allows us to pay
attention to what's in front of us. All we
need is our five senses, to absorb and feel
our surroundings.

Let's look at the hustle culture where
everyone is competing against each other
for one-time jobs. And the only way we
can prosper in this cut-throat economy is
by always hustling and never stopping.
When there's no clear separation between
work and leisure, doing "nothing" looks
like a waste of time because every second
wasted means every second not being
productive.
The always-working mentality is
detrimental to our relationships, mental
health and physical health. There's no
point feeling uncomfortable when there's
nothing to do. We are not missing out if
there's nothing much happening for us to
miss out on. And one good practice that
can enhance the art of doing nothing is
‘doing nothing’ meditation. Our mind is
always racing, bouncing from idea to idea.
‘Doing nothing’ meditation is a practice
that lets go of our sense of effort, the
purpose of trying, the importance of
choosing and doing. The idea of
"contentless awareness" means being
aware of our environments but not
concentrating on any specific "content" in
our minds. We can think of it as the
opposite of mindful meditation, where the
whole point is to focus and pay attention

to our environments. What we want to
achieve is honestly do nothing, think
about nothing and concentrate on nothing,
not even the thought of meditation.
This requires great mental control.
The steps for this meditation can be
straightforward, sit comfortably and do
nothing. You might think how hard it can
be. That's what I thought until I tried it
myself. My monkey mind will still mess
around with my thoughts. But remember
this, it doesn't matter what's the distraction
because our mind will still pull us in
different directions, and that's fine. We are
not trying to meditate, focus, or
concentrate in any way. So I'll use the "let
go" method. When you feel something, let
it go. When you think of something, let it
go. When you focus on your breath, let it
go. When you are thinking of letting go,
let it go. It is still a relatively new concept,
and I'm still trying my best to do nothing.
-Vihan Shukla, X

The breathtaking view is right before
us, but they only become perceptible and
purposeful when we stop and do nothing
but pay close attention to the world. This
view might not cost much, but we have to
spare one of the scarcest resources we
have---our attention. Next, doing nothing
is a waste of time. That's why we can't stop
working and hence the disappearance of
the boundaries between work, rest and
leisure. I mean, it makes sense because
our day only consists of 24 potentially
monetizable hours, no more or less. Time
is one of the most crucial resources that is
just too valuable to be spent doing
"nothing."

From Strength to Strength
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Faith vs Religion
T

he concepts of faith and religion are
strictly linked to each other and the
idea of spirituality. While faith is a
personal and individualistic feeling –
associated with trust and belief – which
may prove hard to express, religion
provides the words to describe what is
fundamentally inexpressible. Even
though there are hundreds of different
religions globally, the idea of faith is
universal, and individuals often use other
religious traditions (or foreign languages)
to express the same concepts.
Religion is based on rituals, public
services, art, music, history, buildings,
and sites, while faith is usually lived and
expressed in a more private dimension.
Religions are social and cultural systems
created by men who were (and still are)
looking for the meaning of life and
answers to universal questions. Religion
provides the answers, and faith is what
makes people believe that those are the
correct answers.
The word religion is often used
interchangeably with the word faith. For
example, we often refer to religious
beliefs or talk about the difference
between religious people and atheists.
Many renounce the concept of religion as
an artificial system of rules. The
religious right doesn't automatically
mean good. And just because you call
some people blind doesn't automatically
give you vision. I mean, if religion is so
great, why has it started so many wars?
Why does it build massive temples but
fail to feed the poor? Because the
problem with religion is that it never gets
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to the core. It's just behaviour
modification, like a long list of chores.
Without faith religion loses its
liveliness, but without religion, faith loses
its zeal. Those who find the perfect
balance between the two discover the true
beauty and depth of human spirituality, so
what's the difference between faith and
religion? Simply put, faith encompasses
the things we believe to be true about the
relationship between ourselves and the
society we live in, and between the
physical world and the spiritual, faith is
the confidence in what we hope for and
assurance about what we do not see.
Faith is that thing within us that clings
to these revealed truths and integrates
them into our world view. Religion is

different. Religion is a lifestyle of
intentional habits developed in response
to the content of our faith. If faith is what
we believe, then religion is what we do
about it. Religion is a lifestyle maintained
for living.
In my opinion, people should unite,
and they should not discriminate against
each other by their colour, caste, gender,
etc. In real life, people have been fired
from their jobs because of caste, religion.
H uman ity does n' t def in e s ocial
obligations in today's reality, but faith
does. You can get away with anything in
the name of humanity. Even countries are
bombed in the name of society.
Certain countries are made to suffer
hunger because of embargoes in the name
of an organization. Religion doesn't leave
any ambiguity in most cases. All religions
have a book to refer to. This book makes it
clear what is acceptable and what is
unacceptable. Thus, religion is a more
concrete benchmark for your actions, but
there is still hope that people will unite
against different discriminatory practices
one day.
-Abhyuday Agrarwal, VIII
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Living in a

Bubble
W

e all have our bubbles of
viewpoints, and it's the human
tendency to comprehend what the bubble
consists of. The 'bubble' can be full of
great ideas or toxicity. Toxic people's
'bubbles' are plentiful with stereotypical
beliefs and hateful thoughts. The people
who reside in such bubbles prefer not to
relocate from their conservative
ideologies. For such people, somebody’s
physical attributes hold more relevance
than their work. When a person tries to
correct their flawed ideas, they counter
the situation very weirdly and start talking
about things that don't hold any relevance
in the conversation. I have suffered at their
hands several times, and quite
unfortunately, I have to communicate
with them every day.
Over the years, interacting with such
people has made me realize that narrowminded people will never really try to
understand what a person with a different
mindset has to say. No discussion with
them will lead to any productive outcome.
On the contrary, it can feed your mind
with self-doubt. These people who have a
toxic bubble of thoughts around them will
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try to make sure that no person under their
circle goes out of their bubble of opinions.
But they don't realize that things can
easily backfire on them because of their
biases and self-contradictory statements.
We are regularly instructed to respect
our elders just because they are older than
us. However, these days, providing
respect has become like providing
privilege; if someone's older than you,
you are meant to respect the person no
matter how wrong they might be. I'm
afraid I will have to disagree with this
weird theory. Providing respect in the
form of privilege also lies within this
bubble of toxicity. I can't respect a person
who does not believe in fundamental
human rights and also infringes on
people's personal choices in the name of
culture. I can't set a bar to acknowledge
these people, but most conservative
people have a very thick layer of radical
thoughts cushioning them. We can try to
change these people, but no one is ready to
identify their follies and shortcomings.
If this quality of introspection and
self-awareness had been prevalent, there

wouldn't be any conflict between people
over irrelevant topics. We all have
different conversations with different
people every day, and the outcome we
expect is either agreement or
disagreement. Then, on the other hand,
the people who have a superiority
complex don't even make the slightest
effort to entertain a different perspective.
They don't make allowance for a healthy
discussion, and that's what the biggest
problem is; people don't even listen to the
counter-argument. They mindlessly and
baselessly announce their judgement.
To conclude, such people won't stop
infringing on your attempts to grow and
jeopardizing your priorities. They'll claim
these actions to be beneficial for you, but
believe me; they say such things to satisfy
their ego. If one disagrees with such
people, they react with a certain
misplaced vengeance. Having faced
endless toxicity, the only advice I can give
you is to ignore anything such people tell
you to do. Remember that attaining selfsatisfaction means a lot more than
satisfying fragile, inflated egos.
- Pranay Singh Dhaka, X
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Movies
D

uring COVID, as theater sales were
declining, online platforms such as
Netflix, Amazon Prime, and Hulu were
skyrocketing. In 2020 alone, people have
consumed more content than they have
watched in a decade. But there are some
downsides as OTTs have changed the
ways of watching a movie/webseries.

When we used to go to a theater to
watch a movie, it felt like we would watch
a movie with that big bucket of popcorn,
but nowadays, you open up Netflix and
watch the latest movie or series. Even
though watching a movie at home is much
more comfortable, it still does not feel the
same.
When you're watching a movie in a
theater, you're paying attention because
there's nothing else to do, but at home, you
get easily distracted. Even though you
adore the content, you're watching, and
you end up not engaging sufficiently.
Watching a movie in a cinema, you can't
just leave in the middle as the storyline has
24

convinced you to stay put ( most of the
time ). But when a new movie/web series
is released, most of us plan to watch it
later, which turns into a loop, and it ends
up being in your ‘watch later’ list. But all
content is not like this; if you usually
watch movies/series, there must've been
that one movie/series that if you start
watching, it's hard to get distracted
because you're interested in the storyline
and curious to know what happens next.
The hype around movies/series is massive
these days, especially sequels.
For instance, several plot leaks of the
upcoming movie - Spiderman: No Way
Home have been surfacing for almost a
year. And Squid Games, which at one
point no one even knew about, is now
Netflix's most viewed series crossing
Bridgerton. The impact of COVID is not
just online; the cinema and theater
industry will have a massive decline in
2020. The industry's total revenue in 2019
was around $42.3 billion, which dropped
to $12 billion. That's a loss of 30 billion

dollars! Now that the world is slowly
reviving, so will the theaters and cinemas.
But will the world go back to the theaters
or prefer watching movies from the
comfort of their homes?
Why would someone pay a certain
amount of money monthly to watch a load
of content or pay that same amount of
money at the theater to watch one movie?
I would instead go to the theater. You may
ask why? Because I think it's better to
witness the content the way the
creator/director intended us to watch.
After all, when you're in a theater, you
have come a long way to watch a piece of
content you admire. But when you are at
home, the number of distractions is
countless. Both options have their
downsides, but I don't think that the craze
of watching a piece of content will be
going away for a long time, whether it be
online or offline.
-Atharva Ahuja, VIII
From Strength to Strength
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Having a Positive Approach

I

t's ironic of me to write something about
having a positive approach. I have been
a very pessimistic person all my life. The
thing about me is that I always assume the
worst. I feel anxious even while texting one
of my closest friends, which sums up the
social interaction I would like to have with
anyone. I have observed many people, and
I have found out that most people suffer
from social anxiety, and it's perfectly
normal. We should normalize having
anxiety, having insecurities, and facing
detachment and backlash from regular
activities. It's about a couple of months
ago, when I was out of ideas to write
anything for the school magazine, and it
resulted in a lot of frustration, which did
some damage to my daily schedule. I ended
up writing some pessimistic stuff because
of the circumstances I was wrapped in. I
did have a negative approach towards what
I was doing, and it felt like a burden, but
after some days, it normalised, and the
realization started dawning, which, I think,
matters a lot. Change is the only constant,
and I can't do anything about the damage I
did to myself; the best I can do is satisfy
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myself with the change.
With social anxiety comes a lot of
overthinking, which is irritating at every
point of it. You know it's harmful, but you
can do absolutely nothing about it. I
overthink a lot; when I think about
something, I give hours of attention to the
same issue for no reason. This
overthinking has no conclusion, and there's
no point in looking for it. I know this, yet I
look for the outcome, which doesn't exist.
The only genuine outcome from this
overthinking I get is that it has always been
hard for me to have a positive approach
towards stuff, and this attitude of assuming
the worst has refrained me from
progressing. As I mentioned, ' change is the
only constant,' which means that people
evolve, but the 'things could have been a lot
better if' mentality always keeps
intimidating you whenever you are in for
something positive.
When this 'things could have been a
lot better' mentality hits you, a mixed
feeling of embarrassment and regret starts
evolving within you. You might seem

normal, but things are pretty messed up,
pulling you down from what you are doing.
Feeling positive is not a feeling; it's a state
of mind; you don't feel positive, but you see
everything positively. Even a shade of
negative vibes can ruin your positive
attitude towards what you are doing. This
is not a judgment, this is just a perspective,
and we all have different views about life,
which is perfectly normal.
I read this beautiful piece of
knowledge that says that 'memories get
blurred, and if they won't, a person will
never be able to do things again and again,
which will tear them up.' This quote has
made me realize that no one can change the
past, and thinking about it will only result
in negative vibes and regrets, and with time
they'll get blurred, which will make way
for a positive attitude. The past might take
time to get blurred, but it will, and this is
the approach that keeps people going, and
it's the growth that matters, no matter how
acute it is.
-Anjishnu Avi, X
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Nietzsche's Philosophies
F

riedrich Nietzsche was born in 1844
in a quiet area in eastern Germany
where his father was a priest. He did well
in school and university and excelled in
ancient Greek. He became a professor at
the University of Basel when he was in his
mid-twenties. But his official work did not
materialize. Tired of his fellow scholars,
he quit his job and moved to Sils Maria in
the Swiss Alps, where he lived peacefully,
working on his art. Nietzsche wrote
several books including: The Birth of
Tragedy, The Gay Science, Thus Spoke
Zarathustra and Beyond Good and Evil.
He had many problems: - he did not
live with his family:
“I do not love my mother, and it hurts
even to hear my sister's voice,” he used to
say.
- The women kept rejecting him. - his
books were not sold.
- And when he was only forty-four years
old, he became mentally disturbed and fell
when he saw a horse on the road to Turin
being beaten by its driver and ran to him

and hugged him and shouted, 'I hear you.'
He did not recover and died eleven years
later. But his philosophy was full of
heroism and greatness.
He wanted his career to teach us, as he
put it, 'how to be what we are.' His
thoughts are centered on three main
recommendations:
The envy you have, Nietzsche
recognized, is a big part of life. However,
the continued Christian experience often
teaches us to be ashamed of our feelings of
envy. They seem to be an indication of
evil. So we hide from ourselves and
others; yet there is nothing wrong with
jealousy, kept by Nietzsche, as long as we
use the direction we want. Everyone who
makes us jealous should be seen as an
indicator of what we can become one day.
A jealous writer, tycoon, or cook shows
you who you can be one day.
It is not that Nietzsche believed that
we always get what we want. His life had
taught him this well. He emphasized that
we must face our natural desires, fight for
self-respect, and mourn for failure.
Nietzsche drank only water - and as a
specialty, milk. And he thought we should
do the same. He did nothing lessThe point of eccentric food. The idea
reached the core of his philosophy, as
contained in his proclamation: “There
have been two major drugs in European
civilization: Christianity and alcohol.” He
hated alcohol for the same reasons he
despised Christianity: because both cause
acute pain and both reassure us that things
are going as they are, dispelling the desire
to change our lives for the
better. A few drinks bring a
sense of accomplishment
that can quickly lead to
death in the process of
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taking the necessary steps to improve our
lives.
Nietzsche's extraordinary assertion
that God is dead is not, as is often the case,
a mere commemoration. Despite his
doubts about Christianity, Nietzsche did
not consider the end of faith to cause
rejoicing. He knew that religious beliefs
were false, but he realized that they were
instrumental in helping us cope with life's
problems. Nietzsche felt that culture had
to be right in closing the gap between
religion (he said: philosophy, art, music,
literature): Culture had to replace the
scriptures. However, Nietzsche had
strong suspicions about the way his
contemporaries handled culture.
He believes that universities kill
humanity, turning it into a dry educational
test rather than using it for what it was
intended to be: the guidelines for life.
He admired the way the Greeks
virtually used the tragic drama, treating it
as an opportunity for catharsis and moral
education - and he wished his age had a
desire for prominence. He called for a
change in how people - who have recently
become aware of the problem brought
about by the end of the faith - will fill in
the gaps created by religion's religious
and philosophical collapse. Each era has
its psychological challenges, Nietzsche
thinks, and it is the philosopher's job to
identify and help solve these.
The 19th century was a time of crisis
of two developments: Democracy and
Atheism. The first threatened to release
the torrents of uncontrollable jealousy;
the second threatened to provoke people
to move ahead without any direction. In
both cases, Nietzsche remains lovable,
attractive, and often charming.
-Garvit Singh Taneja, X
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Rap Isn't Music

O

"I am not a rapper, singer, or millionaire. What I am is a musician."

h! I know what rap is about. It's
about cars, money, parties,
objectifying females, drugs, crime, etc. At
times, you may have heard others and
yourself using some of the above-listed
stereotypes to describe a genre with a rich,
long, and diverse history.
So how does this type of music start?
How did it become so popular? Let's dig
into it. Rap music is generally considered
to have originated in the 70s, but its origin
can be traced back to 1920. There is no
perfect evidence to trace its head, but rap
originated in this part of the world, West
Africa.
Hip hop emerged as a vibrant D.I.Y.
subculture spread through house parties
thrown by working-class blacks and
Puerto Rican and African youths who
were alienated and excluded from New
York's decadent disco scene.
Gradually, the subject matter of the
lyrics shifted to violence, misogyny, and
drugs. Hip hop became a mainstream
commodity, and black teens were no
longer the only paying audience. From
1997 to 2006, we had the bling era like
(Dr. Dre, Eminem, 50 Cent) from 2006 to
2014 (snap music and the rise of the
internet), 2014 to the present day Trap and
we all know the mumble rap era
popularised by Travis Scott and Rap
groups like Migos.
Since the people who started making
this very art were not highly educated,
sophisticated and wealthy members of the
society, they didn't write of very highly
regarded topics but reality-- the
oppression they were facing. For instance,
the legendary rap group "N.W.A."
included some of the most influential
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artists of all time, such as Ice Cube, Easy
E, Dr. Dre, etc. This group was destined to
do two things-- to produce some of the
most legendary rap songs in history and to
create a lot of controversies. Gradually, it
turned out that some black teens from
Compton were moving the world with
their songs exposing truths like hunger,
discrimination, crime, oppression, but this
wasn't acceptable to all.
Influenced by what was happening in
the West in the early 2000s, a non-Indian
man provided Indian Hip Hop with the
spark it badly needed. Bohemia (Roger
David), a Pakistani American rapper
living in California, released his debut
album, a sensational hit in India.
Influenced by Bohemia's popularity, five
individuals known as "Mafia Mundeer"
came crashing into the Punjabi rap scene.
This group produced many hit rap songs
throughout their career. Unfortunately, the
glory of this group was short-lived. Soon,
several members of the group parted ways
to work independently.
Inspired by legends such as Jay-Z and
Nas., Naved Shaikh (Naezy), a young boy,
emerged from the streets of Mumbai.
Naezy dropped his first track on YouTube
with an amateurish music video in January
2014. The track went viral because of
Naezy's versatility, impressive skills, and
constructive storytelling. Another young
rapper from the streets of Mumbai started
making his presence felt with his
extraordinary rapping skills.
Vivian Fernandes, better known by
his stage name Divine, started gaining
popularity with his hit single on his

YouTube channel in 2013. Artists like
E.P.R. in Bengal, Big deal in the northeast and English rappers all over the
country, such as Shah Rule and Young
Prospekt (now known as KR$NA) were
on their path to fame. In Pakistan, the likes
of Young Stunners and Rap Demon were
in the making.
In spite of possessing a rich history
and various artists trying to uplift this
genre, rap music has always remained
vastly misunderstood. It will be highly
respected by those who grew up with it
and questioned by those who did not but
eventually, it will have great affection, I
am sure, and will be considered as ‘quaint’
to the younger generation of posterity.
People don't realize that rap isn't always
meaningless and about crime and drugs.
However, much popular rap music does
talk about drugs, violence or has pointless
lyrics. People don't see that rap can have
meaning and talk about things like love
and society and ignore it by calling it a
new genre or bad music at parties. But I
hope people's perspectives change about
this genre.
In the end, hip hop is a culture that is
diverse and driven by the youth. It is not
limited to just music but captures certain
nuances of how people dress, feel, speak,
and most importantly, how they express
themselves. Once a brand can
authentically tap into this lifestyle, there is
no telling what kind of shift that will
create for future generations. More
importantly, there's no telling how much
money and opportunities can be salvaged
from there on.
-Bimarsh Jha, X
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The Belief in Nothing
W

e all know how it goes. One day we are born; one day, we
die.

Everything that happens between us knows and understands
everything that happened before and will happen after that, and
we don't know anything about it. As a result, it is not easy to
determine the meaning or significance of our being here. If we
cannot say how we came to be or how we came to be, how can we
know why we are here? In the same way, if we do not know where
we are going and what we will do, how can we determine if our
present actions are worthwhile? This uncertainty of both our past
and future has allowed the question "what is the meaning of life?"
We have never been able to answer this question as a species.
However, many of us have found comfort in many different
perspectives to overcome the anxiety that causes them. In many
other religions, God created the universe, including us all, and
everything we do on this earth will be used to determine when and
how it will last forever. For some, the purpose of life is love that
we share with our friends, family, and loved ones. Some people
believe that the very existence of life itself is what makes life
worth living.
But for nihilists, life is meaningless. All actions, suffering,

emotions, both good and bad, are entirely irrational. At some
point in our lives, most of us have at one time or another
experienced negativity. We are plagued by feelings of
inadequacy as if our life had no purpose, and we did not have
inner value. Often, this happens when we start to question our old
beliefs, but also before we find new ones that we need to hold on
to. At this stage, you grow out of your parents' beliefs, learn new
things, discover new vistas of knowledge, and form your ideas
about the world.
And often, all these thoughts start with a straightforward
question - why? A three-letter monosyllabic word that can do
anything and everything and sounds like your foundation stone
has begun to slip. Like the wet sand that brings you to the misery
that, perhaps, your whole life has not been what you thought it
was. Just pause and take a moment to analyse your central values
and ask a question.
- Why?
Why do you believe those things?
Where do they come from?
Where do they come from?
Keep asking, and eventually, you will come to a place where
there is no answer; you will come empty-handed. All the world's
religions, all our scientific discoveries, yet the question "why" is
the one we can never answer. So, for the nihilist, it is at this point
that they conclude that there is no reason. There is no answer and
nothing at all. Alan Watts once wrote, "Life is nothing but a
journey from the maternity ward to the crematorium."
It is a noun, and the word "nihilism" comes from the Latin
word "nihil," which is translated as "nothing" and "ism," which is
summarized in a vision. It is a concept of something that does not
exist, but that does not help us fully comprehend it. Often, people
confuse nihilism with hopelessness, but they are very different
from each other. Pessimists believe in the worst possible outcome.
They have a cynical opinion of the world and often focus on
negative things in life because they think that, in the long run, evil
will always prevail over good. And this is what makes them
different. Pessimists believe that there is something good in the
world, but they do not think people can choose to be good
throughout their lives. Nihilists, on the other hand, do not believe
in anything. They do not think that the world is terrible, and they
do not believe it is good either. In the nihilist mind, the world exists
but morality is just an iron cage we have constructed for ourselves.
-Archit Jaiswal, X
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The Life of A Juggler
W

hen you're at your creative best, firing on all cylinders, it's
a great feeling, but what about the opposite end of the
spectrum when you find yourself struggling, and creative juices
just aren't flowing? Creative block is often stressful, and this
stress can stifle our imagination even more.
Alfred Hitchcock sometimes struggled while working on
screenplays with co-writers. They'd hit a creative block which led
to heated arguments about the script out of nowhere, Hitchcock
would start telling a story about something just wholly unrelated,
and it would seem random at first. However, he was intentionally
trying to take focus away from the project and remove the stress
from the situation.
Since it's that time of the year again - ''the board season'' (one
of two this time), most of us might be quite a bit stressed, so to
divert our minds for a while, let me tell you something about "The
Life of a Juggler."

also sets unrealistic expectations of himself. The harder he tries to
juggle, the more balls he drops, and then the more disappointed
he gets in himself, and it's just a kind of self-defeating cycle.
However, at this point, he forgets that he is able and gifted
and once in a while should say no to some folks. Maybe he should
stop taking on so many tasks that he cannot do any of them very
well. It's not that hard to do that in our world. The best he can do
with tossing one ball at a time before he starts to try to toss five.
I'm talking about finding the time to do all you need to live
the life you need and have to live life can sometimes be a juggling
act. It's up to us to find the time to balance our mind, body,
psyche, and our lives. Think about it in peace. Whether to keep
juggling or not. Furthermore, in case you were wondering, that
charlatan is me.
-Arnav Shingla, X

Life often feels like a juggling act, like we're in the circus and
finding balance in all aspects of our lives. The balance needs to
start with self, and when the juggler feels healthy and happy and a
complete person, his mind, body, and spirit are all aligned.
They're all balanced. They're all in tune, and when those three
things are working, he feels like he can do anything. He knows
he needs to do many things to help that balance stimulate him
through creative endeavours, and he needs to write and read,
have a clear mind, and be in a good place. He can't exercise all
day. That's not a good balance. He has to find the time to
exercise and the time to sleep, he has to find the time to study, but
he doesn't want to be caught up in the grind.
When he thinks about all the things that he has to juggle
around in life, there may be things like school or relationships,
maybe he has assignments and his holiday homework is pending,
maybe he is just really into video games, maybe it's Netflix, and
he is just into binge watching binge-watch Squid Games or
whatever is coming up. There's only a limited amount of things
that he can feasibly juggle in life. Another thing is that he cannot
focus on everything at once. Hence, it's up to him to be honest
with himself and realize that there's a limit to what we can focus
on. He knows that he doesn't have to sacrifice one for another in
order to do that thing.
Sometimes he felt like quitting, but then he tried to focus on
one ball, juggle one ball, and then when he finished juggling that
ball, he set it down and picked up the next one. So how does he
handle it when he gets a lot of different incoming expectations?
The swindler is a dysfunctional people pleaser in recovery, and so
not only does he try to meet others' expectations of him, but he
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What Hell Looks Like

W

hen I say the word ‘hell’ what
images come to mind? The most
common answers would be fire, darkness,
the color red, skeletons, demons, or
maybe even Satan. Whenever hell is
depicted in a film it's usually with these
same elements that have come to define
the location but why and how exactly did
we get to this point? Well, first we have to
go back to the very idea of Hell itself. The
concept of Hell or some kind of
underworld has existed across a majority
of religions and mythologies of different
cultures but I want to focus on Hell from
the Judeo-Christian perspective around
the 8th century BC. The Hebrew Bible
Old Testament referred to the afterlife as
‘Sheol’, a word that translates to grave or
abode of the Dead.
It was described as a bleak, dark pit
where the souls of the dead lingered in a

state of silent existence awaiting an
eventual bodily resurrection where the
righteous would dwell in the presence of
God. The vast majority of the descriptors
we associate with hell originated there,
chock-full of terrifying imagery but a lot
of the descriptions have been left
purposely vague and even contradictory
at times. I'm not saying contradictory as a
reason to discredit these theories but
because they challenge the reader to
wrestle with the unknown. We're told that
hell consists of an unquenchable fire.
We’re also told that hell is a pit of
darkness. However, fire gives off light
indicating that the two can’t exist
simultaneously. The laws of hell don't
make sense to us and they aren't supposed
to because they're supposed to be more
terrifying and soul-crushing than our
mortal minds could ever comprehend.
This vague imagery provided in the

biblical text leaves room for interpretation
and if two artists created their own stories
about Hell, they would have a major
influence on the way we envision Hell.
The idea of heaven and hell, I believe,
was not to instill fear in people but rather
to make them the best versions of
themselves. This idea, however, has been
lost in translation. The entire concept is
based on a very simple principle - if you
do good deeds, the Pearly Gates shall
open for you; if you do bad deeds, you'd
go straight to hell. It is fascinating that
while people's versions of heaven may
vary, everyone has the same picture of
hell-- a dark place, resounding with
screams, spears pointing out from
everywhere. Personally, I think the
definition should remain ambiguous as
you can never determine what actually
goes on in that realm.
This brings me to another popular
interpretation as shown in movies. What
troubles people most is guilt; it drives
them crazy, makes them do and feel things
that they never thought they would. And
this is simply what happens in Hell. A
person is forced to play that same" guiltridden" scenario again and again. The 'hell
torturers' customize a special chamber, in
which an individual is stuck in loops of
guilt for all eternity. So, a diabetic person's
ideal punishment could be eating pints of
ice cream. An enjoyable thing you'd say
but not if you were guilt-ridden after each
helping and unable to stop. Using
someone's guilt against them is crude but
clever. In my mind, this theory holds more
credibility than the others. In fact, hell
doesn’t need to wait till we pass away. We
are already there - torturing ourselves
needlessly with tremendous guilt, bad
memories, and negative thoughts.
-Shrey Joshi, X
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Who Cares?
W

e are progressing in all different
utmost essential aspects of life as
each day comes and passes by. However,
that is not the end of the story. If we take a
moment and revisit our childhood, we will
realize that the way we look at the world is
e n t i r e l y d i ff e r e n t f r o m t o d a y ' s
perspective. Though there has been a
boost in economic growth, there has also
been a deterioration in lifestyle and the
way we image others. From the very
beginning, there was a relentless effort put
in by our elders to establish a positive and
secure environment for us in this
unpredictable world.
However, once we put ourselves in
the shoes of a teenager or a youth, the time
comes when we are given some sort of
freedom to explore society. Exploring
society is about socializing with people
and developing the courage to stand on
your feet or the very beginning of lifelong
competition. However, the story doesn't
end with just exploring society. The world
is known for where people get in to
become successful people. That is the
stage when we start seeing the natural
colours of this world. As our vision gets
clear, it is accompanied by failures,
several dilemmas, and disappointments.
All of a sudden, everything changes,
including the way we used to think about
other people.
Slowly, we have to unwillingly
accept that not all people we thought of as
our angels have priorities and intentions in
the same way we thought. Some have
goals that do not signify our importance as
much as we thought, while some are
ambitious but not inclined towards us. In
both cases, we start expecting more than
we will be given. Henceforth, we feel
disappointed and unsatisfied later on, and
then we start doubting and hating the same
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people.
In addition to this, it's a natural
behavior of every human being to care for
and prioritize their close ones first, then
the rest of the world. Hence, you may care
for someone, but it is not always
necessary that the person also cares for
you with the equal amount of love and
emotions you do. We live in a world that
comprises our friends or family and our
enemies and competitors. Some value
your existence, some do not. It all changes
with time and their needs. A person can be
assured that the world will care for them
only if it is their birthday. Whereas the rest
of the year, even some of your close ones
would forget your existence.
This population of 7.9 billion people
sometimes wants to accept that not all
people are of their kind. They need to give

importance and care to the ones who
deserve it and get the same. Creating such
a hostile environment creates hatred
between us and weakens our bond with
our surrounding inmates of the society.
-Keshav Agarwal, X
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Split in Two
It was the same old world,
But my vision had changed,
Cause my freedom and bliss,
We're now caged.
My heart said I was still human,
But this hunger inside,
Was rising moment by moment,
Drooling over the smell of blood.
My conscience still chose to be sane,
But the fiend inside me,
Had already taken over,
Feasting upon the corpse of my kin.

Demons inside
She was from a sacred family,
Born with a silver spoon
She had everything,
Any mediocre could ever think of.

In the battle inside me,
Between this demon and humanity,
The victor was already decided,
And so was the vanquished.
It was too late,
I was already in the dark,
Now the ghoul’s blood,
Was running through a human heart.
-Trayambak Pathak, X

But on that unholy day,
She opened the door,
To the realm of fiends,
A point of no return.
Her spirit of purity,
Wa corrupted by the demons,
Consuming her slowly,
From the inside.
Legend has it,
Whomsoever opens that door,
Gets the devil,
Through their eyes.
Her eyes turned white,
Her mind upside-down,
And as for her mansion,
A total shutdown was imminent..
-Siddhsavir Batra, IX
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hir • aeth
The cacophony of horns and hollers
Becomes prominent,
As she rolls down the window.
Every nook and cranny is brimming with familiarity.
The stench of tobacco and asphalt,
Filling up her nose,
Has never felt so lovely.
The city-- the same as ever,
With its drab corners and walls,
Yellowing walls,
Reeking of ammonia, and seldom of alcohol.
She is bewitched by this town,
An oyster never opened…
Supposedly empty,
And containing no pearl,
Save that of hope.
It is a sepia coloured labyrinth,
Even through rose tinted glasses,
Of liminal spaces,
Dark alleys, and narrow passages.
It is beguiling, this city,
A brass bracelet plated with silver;
Its intrinsic mercenary nature,
Delicately concealed.
Street corners,
An abode of people,
Deranged people..
Harbour paedophilia and coquettes,
Ever ready in disguise.
A display of bright fuchsia candy in one hand,
The other, full of toys.
It is a place where things are lost,
Nescience and chastity…
And like the pristine walls here, are splotched,
With bright rust stains,
The spirit of Astraea is sullied.
One could not count the tombs,
That shimmer on its roof,
Or the many red light areas,
Which hide behind its walls.
-Manvi Makkar, XI
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You

I long for every breath I took,
To have your essence in it,
For every moment I lived,
You would be there with me.
For it is you who,
Gives life to trees,
Peace to the wind,
Voice to the crowd,
And a heart to me.
For every time you smile,
I live the moment,
And every time you see me,
I smile too.
For every time you say,
I long to listen,
Until I fade away,
With you in my arms.
-Bimarsh Jha, X
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Light Blinds

VE'R'SES

a Man

Two Poems. One Heading. You be the Judge and Jury
He was in the dark too long,
Lurking in the shadows,
His dreams of stepping into sunlight,
were soon forgotten.

From rags to riches,
He had everything,
The world could offer,
Everything needed for his satisfaction

People like him never saw the light,
They heard stories of the day,
From people who dared to challenge their fate,
But were soon met by Lady Death.

Luxuries on his fingertips,
Maybe it was his fate,
That made him,

He too always thought of defying his destiny,
But the dismal had already consumed his life,
People from the underworld weren’t allowed to dream,
He suppressed his inner voice just by shallow words.

The king of Pangea,
Pangea was the supreme kingdom,
Every creature bowed to him,

He was told never to step on the far lands,
They weren’t made for his kind,
As their fate book,
Only brought empty pages with it.

As if he was given,
The status of a God.
With the powers he had,
No deity could challenge him,
His words were the commanding arrows,
He acquired the powers of a God.

But he was the chosen one,
That one hand from the above,
Changed his very life,
He left everything behind for the utopia he dreamt of.
He stepped on the forsaken land,
Where everything seemed pleasant,
The bright colours entangled his vision,
And everyone’s face carried a smile.

But a small issue there was
His blood wasn’t of a king,
His bloodline reeked of treachery
Which mocked his destiny.

But he soon realised that he was fading away,
The strong rays pulverised his skin,
Feasting on his embodiment,
Pulverising his spirit.

Like when infinite power
Comes crashing into your brain,
And your mind,
Blows into fragments.
-Shrey Sai Vats, X

He suffered in the shadows,
He couldn’t see in the dark,
But the light which was too bright,
It took away his very life.
-Trayambak Pathak, X
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The Past

VE'R'SES

Never Forgets
Two Poems. One Heading. You be the Judge and Jury
Past, present and the future,

Soldiers fire!

All have their importance,

Was the command I heard,

Existing in a single thread,

Bullets flooding out,

Containing us all.

Swimming through the bloody sea.

We humans who make,

Blood oozing out,

Make our own choices,

Out of decaying lives,

To mark our pasts,

The imagery was of the Holocaust;

Decides our future.

My forgotten past.

But some have a haunting past,

It still comes,

And only a few are able to,

In my sleep,

Break free of the chains,

The haunting screams of people,

Binding them to their past.

And those orphans’ weep.

Past can scar a human,

This glimpse of my forgettable past,

Filling their memories,

Makes my blood run cold,

With dark pictures,

Bound to live with these cries,

Making them stumble into the pit of dismay.

As these memories can’t be erased.

Only the ones who reflect,

I pondered long,

Are able to rise again.

Over my deeds of past,

Because no matter how far away you run,

Wondering in the shadows,

The past never forgets.

How long will this pain last?

-Keshav Agarwal, X
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-Sanskar Gupta, IX
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RISING
Board Examinations

A

cceptance of change is the key to
evolution. Change is the only
constant. CBSE recently cancelled the
board examinations for the first time since
its inception. No doubt, millions of
students in India wanted the same; but
here the question is, wasn’t there any other
alternative for CBSE to conduct the board
exams? Maybe they could have chosen to
take an online board examination. Many
will say that CBSE had no solid
infrastructure to conduct online exams at
such a macro scale because there are
schools with no teachers and weak
internet connection. CBSE, on one hand,
expected schools affiliated with them to
conduct online exams, during the span of
the COVID pandemic. However, when it
was time to conduct a board examination,
they conveniently chose to cancel using
the aforementioned excuse. Their
justification is considerable but it is also
indisputable that the dearth of resources in
public institutions is ultimately the fault of

36

the government.
The rationality of the decision taken
is a debate of the past but what is the plan
hereafter? CBSE has realized that Covid
is uncertain and in the future, they cannot
afford to cancel the board examinations. If
we continue down this path, cancellation
of examinations could soon become a
common phenomenon for this generation.
To avoid this uncertainty, CBSE divided
the board examinations into 2 terms: Term
1 and Term 2 board examinations, for
grades 10 and 12. This initiative will
eventually increase the probability of at
least one set of board exams occurring
throughout the year. Apart from that, the
syllabus per board exam will decrease
considerably as the coursework will not
be repeated once the term is over. In
addition to this initiative, CBSE has also
issued a notice stating that board exams
will only be conducted offline.
From here onwards, students of 10

and 12 have to prepare for every board
exam but they still might not be able to
give one, if the conditions do not permit.
What is wrong with this notice? Basically,
CBSE is pushing everyone to study yet
they might not assess them. Firstly,
students won’t study as seriously if there
is the slightest possibility of cancellation
of exams. Secondly, even if they study
hard then there must be a system in place,
to assess them, come what may.
Otherwise, their efforts become futile. It is
very understandable that there are CBSE
schools which have no proper
infrastructure in place to conduct online
examinations. However, rather than
issuing a notice to conduct offline
examinations, the centre should work
towards establishing a system which
enables schools to conduct online board
exams. This would instil certainty
amongst students and push them to work
harder.
-Parth Tiwari, XI
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INTELLIGENTSIA
Beauty

“By plucking the petals you do not gather the beauty of the flower”

A

flower is the epitome of beauty and
it loses its elegance once its petals
are plucked to extract its dazzling look.
These words by Rabindranath Tagore
portray our society in a mere sentence.
Beauty is not an element that can be drawn
out, it manifests itself in different ways
throughout the world. Yet, we human
beings have constantly tried to make use
of external beauty to look beautiful in this
make-believe world. Our ways to enhance
our charm have always been based on
materialistic objects be it human
processed items or naturally extracted
beauty such as petals. We’ve moulded the
definition of beauty in a way that it has
bent towards materialistic values and
brought out hatred and envy into society.
We always condemn ourselves for the
ideal features we don’t possess and forget
to embrace our special characteristics
which are unique to each. This makes the
fire of envy burn bright inside us as we
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keep comparing ourselves with others;
always trying to point out the faults in
them merely to soothe ourselves. The
concept of beauty interpreted by the
human mind is based on the sort of values
our society has attributed to beauty which
are corrupted enough to take us to the path
of self-depreciation. We start hating
ourselves just because we aren’t up to the
standard society has set in a particular
field. Consequently, we tend to seek these
external measures which then again can’t
help you gather beauty. Every person has a
different benchmark for beauty, yet
society imposes a universal standard on
everyone which I believe is unfair. We
have such complex mental models, still,
we try to put a criterion to elegance and in
an effort to cover it up, we ruin the beauty
of another masterpiece.
Beauty lies everywhere, especially in
happening moments and it can’t be
defined or explained. People have tried to

frame it in words but it goes beyond the
reach of mere pages (ironic enough.) An
artist can replicate beauty in his canvas
but not the original moment in which true
aestheticism actually lies; it can’t be
captured by a camera because its lens can
only capture the essence of the moment. I
think this is what Tagore tried to convey to
us. Beauty is not just something that
pleases the eye but something that
transcends basic human comprehension.
Our basic understanding of it is something
that can be admired but something
admirable lies in everything. Be it our
surroundings or us - moments of beauty
exist only for a split second as their charm
lies in originality. We forget that this is the
only human aspect that can’t be degraded
just like all the other factors of life. While
we all proceed to seek that twinkle of
elegance in life, we shall never forget that
a flower’s grandeur exists in deep roots,
not in the extracted petals.
-Trayambak Pathak, X
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WORD WAR

W

e have one life to live and it is a
matter of conscious choice to have
our own belief system. During this
journey we need support from different
quarters and this may be in the form of
economic, social and spiritual help. In life
we need to strike a balance between what
we have and what we want. The mental
and physical wellness of a person
determines his/her well being. The divine
power of belief and trust binds us to move
forward in life. The God fearing mind is
the consequence of the discovery and
realisation of God. This is beautifully
resonated in the spirit of Islam where
chanting Allahu Akbar simply means
‘God is great’.
Our reading tells us that Christianity,
Judaism and Islam are three major world
religions that consider themselves as
monotheistic. On the contrary, polytheism
simply involves believing in more than
one God which is exhibited in Hinduism,
Shintoism, Thelma, Wicca, Druidism,
Taoism, Asatru and Candomble. Our
wisdom is a skilful blend of science and
spirituality. Life is full of surprises and is
not always fair. Faith is an inner

Monotheism is a greater
conviction whereas prayers are premised
on faith in the divinity within. Rituals are
the means to help us find ourselves. Our
personal discovery to choose between
monotheism and polytheism is important
as it may become a guiding force for some
of us.
In different religions there are various
dogmas which connect people with each
other. There are several common
denominators which can be deciphered
and decoded-- like the Lent period in
Christianity starts with Ash Wednesday
and culminates with Good Friday. The
holy month of Ramzan observed by
Muslims is sacred and it culminates with
Eid-Ul-Fitr. Similarly, for Hindus the holy
month of Shravan (dedicated to lord
Shiva) has deep religious connotations for
them. Apart from this, the Navratri
Festival (dedicated to nine different forms
of Goddess Durga) observed by Hindus
culminates with Dussehra. On one hand,
in Buddhism, fasting is recognised as a
method of self-control and on the other
hand, in Japanese Buddhism the Danjiki is
an ascetic fasting ritual. In Jainism, the
annual festival of Paryushan Parva is a
spiritual festival, which is characterised
by self-purification besides practising
penances and fasts. Interestingly, in
Sikhism fasting is not considered as a
spiritual act.

FOR

The above comparison of fasting in
different religions highlights that there is a
variation of faiths which unites
communities having similar rituals. The
outlook of the society may be different,
but the common religious practices may
be somewhat same with a bit of spiritual
history attached to it.
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Another vivid case of similarity is the
belief system about our position vis-a-vis
our non-existing beloved ones. Our
ancestors have a special place in our life
and they are remembered and revered for
their legacy. In different religions there is
a day or period for remembering their
ancestors. Like in Islam, on the day of
Shab-e Barat, people visit mosques
besides praying in remembrance of their
loved ones. Likewise, in Christianity, the
significance of Halloween day is

remembering saints and people who have
left this world in search of heaven. This
belief is somewhat similar to Yom Kippur
day in Jews, which involves praying for
the dead and praying for forgiveness.
While in Hinduism, the Pitru Paksha is a
period when people pay homage to
deceased ancestors and perform Shradh
and other rituals on a day called Tithi.
Humans possess intellect which
helps them to reason. Therefore,
individuals may make their wellinformed choices which may benefit them
by adapting and following monotheistic
or polytheistic practices. They may
compare and weigh options which suit
them best. In fact, most of the
philosophies of life follow a pattern
starting with an appeal to God and
supernatural forces and then look for
meaning within the community and later
look at the individual person and
culminate with looking at humanity as a
whole. The welfare of humanity is
supreme. We must be caring and
compassionate without ignoring the
suffering of others. As Mahatma Gandhi
succinctly said that ‘Vaishnava Jana to
Tene Kahiye, Jo Peed Parai Jaane Re’ (a
gentle person is one who knows the pain
of others). Serving society without
discrimination and reward is Sewa. Such
examples of Sewa are exemplars in
Sikhism which are synonyms for serving
society in myriad ways.
We all have evolved and so has our
thinking and approaches towards life. For
a peaceful existence, we need to respect
each other’s religion and be more resilient
and tolerant towards other communities,
engage in prayers and ritual ceremonies
according to our model of thinking. As a
teacher, I believe it is our individual
decision to weigh which religion is more
rational than the other for us. Of course, it
goes without saying that one may even
choose to be an atheist without leaning on
either side. In other words, live your life
your own way. In conclusion, I would like
to quote Rene Descartes - “I think,
therefore I am”.
-Dr. R.M. Bhandari
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belief than Polytheism
P

olytheism is a very dynamic religious
structure. Unlike the popular belief
that deities are classified in terms of their
significance to elements of life on earth, a
lot goes into making a religion with many
gods. Firstly, contrary to popular belief,
polytheistic religions are not compelled to
draw a line between the theatre of
responsibility, control and ideals between
deities. A notable example is
Titanomachy, a feud between Greek gods
which were the driving force for the
ancient Greek civilizations. Such
conflicting ideals allow followers to
decide what ideals they would like to
incorporate into their day-to-day life. This
system is more rigid in monotheistic
religions where ideals are already spread
out and there is nothing to argue against
them, causing worshippers to be blinded
by a single mindset regarding society and
life itself.
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Thirdly, due to the same vagueness of
what monotheism brings, it has also been
very easy for individuals to interpret
religious teachings and meanings
differently and create cult followings.
This results in making a small
interpretation problem into a more
complicated social issue where young
adults and other youth groups are targeted
at joining and embracing such (at
sometimes radical) ideologies. This
problem has plagued much of the
Americas and Europe, sometimes even
practising killings and other forms of
crime.
Finally, most monotheistic religions
have developed a new 21st century
structure where younger devotees’
practice has become
pleasure-driven. That
is, by doing a certain
amount of ‘chores’ for your
society, your family and
yourself, you earn the right
to enjoy life to a certain
degree. Such pleasuredriven faith would be ideal
where the degree of
pleasure is stuck to a limited
degree. When an
individual’s desire is too
great to be overcome by his
or her good deeds he or she
may resort to crime to
overcome the hurdles
midway. In other cases,
many have delved into selfimmolating practices like
alcohol addiction, drug
usage and suicide. On the

other hand, monotheistic religions still
believe in propagating the idea of karma
(what goes around comes around.) This
system does not compel one to go the
extra mile but it leaves all to the rule of
modern law and hence people are more
likely to think twice about doing anything.
Hence such a system makes polytheistic
religions more ideal for living in the
modern world and hence are more
realistic at dealing with modern
challenges.
-Arush Kaintura, X

AGAINST

Speaking of ideals, it is also
important to know that most polytheistic
religions have an elaborate set of ideals,
morals, and philosophies. Knowing this,
an ancient Egyptian or a modern Hindu
can think twice about their conduct. It also
allows making decisions that result in (in
most cases) the betterment of society.
Monotheistic religions on the other hand
have developed a characteristic over time
of being open to interpretation. On paper
it too seems to be a fair way but, it can be
chaotic at best and dangerous at worst. To
explain, let's take the example of
Confucius, a belief based on good
practice. At his time Confucius made it
simple, that good practices would keep all
out of harm’s way. Yet, after his passing,
philosophy became increasingly debated
upon by what it actually meant since, in
reality, it was up to interpretation. The
resulting disbandment of China is the very
reason why vague definitions of morality

can be chaotic and in cases like Nazism,
white supremacy and radical Islam has led
to the deaths of many just because of a
different interpretation of what their
religions teach.

WORD WAR
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Is the Aggressive Privatisation Drive in
General Justified?

A

ggressive privatisation is a

companies are still owned by the

as we see more regular trains at a similar

phenomenon in which the

government in most situations. Even in a

cost with much more cleanliness and

government sells off parts of its

rare situation where the controlling share

improved maintenance. The sector has

companies or institutions to private

of the company is not owned by the

shown how a private company can

houses for better and more efficient

government, regulations on the entire

improve the situation of an institution not

management and development. We must

industry can also be placed by the

in its best state.This just shows how the

understand that the capacity of the

government. Take a very simple example

nation ought to develop faster if

government is limited and it cannot

of the gold industry where the gold price is

privatization to a certain extent is

manage to develop every sector as

regulated by the government and so the

supported.

efficiently as a private company. The

industry does not charge extreme

government is responsible to ensure the

premiums to maximize profits. Even here

Through this, we saw how private

provision of fundamental needs and

the government will not let the private

corporations will be more efficient,

supplies to the entire nation for reasonable

houses take undue advantage and rob

demonstrate better management, have a

and subsidised rates. Throughout history

citizens of their fundamental needs. It will

better skill set; all while not hampering the

when the government was in complete

remain the responsibility of the

basic needs of all, as they too are under

control of these very institutions, progress

government to provide to all and to ensure

restrictions and control. This just goes on

was extremely slow due to various factors

various laws in the spirit of democracy

to prove that the privatization drive is not

which include high amounts of corruption

can be made by which a certain amount of

only justified, but also better for the

and non incentivised policy of work for

regulation can be imposed on fields that

country and its people in more ways than

government employees. In private

fulfil our basic and essential needs. A

one.

companies, every employee is eager to

private firm will also be able to hire and

work to gain the opportunity to work for a

give much more specialised attention to

higher income at a much more crucial

any given problem as compared to the raw

position within the company. The result of

and unspecialised attention by the

the given situation is much more efficient

government employees. Let's take the

management from most private

example of the travel sector. We

companies as compared to any given

understand that travelling is essential and

government office or institution. This

a requirement of all. Recently we saw the

shows us how sharing certain aspects of

Indian Government privatising the

administration will allow our nation to

railways and air travel (Air India).

progress at a much faster pace.

Though the takeover of Air India is not yet

-Abhyuday Tulsyan, X

complete, one is expecting better, more
We also must understand that when

regular and much more planned services

we are talking of privatisation of

after the TATA takeover. And talking of

institutions, a major share percentage of

the railways, it too has greatly improved
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The Aggressive Privatization Drive in
General is Justified

W

hile regulating new policies or
indulging in crucial decision
making, any government wants to take
steps that will serve for the betterment of
the nation’s people. In recent years, the
private sector in India has seen rapid
advancements. In fact, as per the recent
Union Budget, “Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman announced that
outside the four strategic sectors, public
sector units (PSUs) in the non-strategic
sectors would be privatised or closed. In
the strategic sectors themselves, a bare
minimum of PSUs will be present.” The
India Forum, which is a journal-magazine
on contemporary issues, states that India
could be on the verge of its most ambitious
privatization drive ever. The question that
arises is: Are such steps even justified?
The case for privatization is based
widely on the assumption that the private
sector is more ‘efficient’ in carrying out
the same functions. While a privatization
drive could be the solution ahead for a few
countries, it is certainly not the same for
all countries in a general sense, especially
for India. What India needs is not just
efficiency; it needs efficiency along with a
cost-effective business model of
companies providing the services that the
public needs. A cost-effective business
model is not possible for private
companies to execute at a large scale. This
is simply because at the end of the day,
private companies are just profit-making
ventures serving the purpose of a few
individuals at the top in the company
itself, and not the public. To account for
the immense diversity that India has, the
public sector is very crucial for our
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development. The private sector may be
‘efficient’, but it can never serve to impact
the lives of the entirety of our vast
population. To put that into perspective,
take the college system in India as an
example. In developed countries like the
United States, the private institutions such
as the ‘ivies’ carry more prestige and are
more favoured vis-à-vis their public
counterparts. In India, on the other hand, it
is the exact opposite: IITs and NITs are
preferred over private institutions. The
clear reason for this is that the private
sector cannot attend to the needs of the
vast economic demographic of our
country. Even if a company in the private
sector tries to do so, they will have to
decrease the price of their commodity
substantially, so that the common man can
afford that service. This will mean that the
company incurs less profit, which is of
course not a favourable outcome for any
business model in the private sector, since
their main aim is to generate revenue.
Like the college system in India, the same
can also be observed in the case of
vaccination programmes, railways, and
healthcare. Even though private
companies developed the vaccines I am
talking about, the involvement of the
government was necessary to deliver
those vaccines to the extent that we have
seen. In the case of healthcare, the
common man struggles to receive proper
sanitation and medical facilities. This is
not because private companies do not
exist. In fact, one could say the healthcare
industry is one of the ‘most privatised’
industries in the country, taking into
account the large number of private
hospitals in the nation. Even so, the

common man finds himself at a crossroad
because these private hospitals charge too
much and it is the choice of bread or
wounds for the common man when
deciding what kind of hospital to go to.
The next big question is: if not the
private sector, then will the public sector
suffice? The answer is no. The
government should now shift their focus
from pursuing the ‘privatization drive’ to
improving the efficiency of the public
sector. If the public sector offers as much
efficiency as the private sector, there
won’t be any need to discuss such topics.
However, as appealing as this sounds, it is
not that easy. It is not very easy to be
efficient and address the needs of more
than a billion people at the same time. So,
the future ahead is not reliable only in
either the public sector or the private
sector. What India needs is for both
sectors to work in tandem and provide
services with never-before-seen
efficiency. The best example of this is the
vaccination drive in India. With the
private and public sectors working
towards a common goal, India has been
able to deliver more than a billion
vaccines.
In the end, I would just like to say that
the future ahead relies on large-scale
cooperation. The privatization drive is not
justified because it overlooks the common
man of developing nations such as India.
Moreover, privatizing PSUs is certainly
not justified. We want the two sectors to
work together, not against each other.
-Rishit Garg, XI
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LAMPOON

Seasons at Welham
I

t was a rather cold evening, I was sitting on the
balcony (J-12) . For those of you who know my
room, you’d also know I spend a great amount of
time there, after all It’s a ‘special’ balcony of the
school . A few minutes down the line someone
entered the room, I could hear the footsteps
walking towards me; this was no ordinary
Welhamite, it was the Editor-In-Chief of The
Oliphant. That very moment I knew I was in
trouble, the Lampoon was due and this was his last
reminder, I couldn’t stall this time, I could not
procrastinate, neither I couldn’t run nor could I
hide-- I had to deliver.

The very same evening, sitting in the same spot
in that very balcony I started thinking, what could I
write about? How do I complete an entire piece in
such a short amount of time? I suppose I was facing
a severe case of writer's block, but then I looked
around, and that cold wind gushing through my
cheeks made me realise, it made me think of the
incessant rain during monsoon, the scorching sun in
summer and the freezing cold of the winter; I felt
the seasons and that very moment it was clear- it
was clear that I am in for catching a cold, and I
instantly knew what to write about.
42

Spring Season
Technically the school year starts off
with this season, be it the ‘New Boys’
entering the school campus for the first
time or the ‘Old Ones’ returning from
the mid-terms (sadly, it's been a while
since we’ve actually had those). The
air feels different in the months of
April and May, the flowers blooming,
the annoying pre-summer heat and of
course, Welhamites flooding the
school with their crisp white kurta
pyjamas. In retrospect, this is also the
season of the infamous Golden Jubilee
Basketball Tournament and the S.
Kandhari Memorial Hockey
Tournament when the school echoes
with the cheers for the teams. The
Main Field and the Activity Centre are
the hub of all activities in this season.
Finally, if memory serves me right we
also have the Baisakhi festivities; the
much anticipated Inter-House Music
and Dance Competition along with the
prestigious Scholars’ Recognition
Day. Perhaps, this term is one of the
busiest ones for all Welhamites,
teachers and students alike.
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Monsoon Season

Autumn Season

Winter Season

‘It rains cats and dogs’ this phrase best
resonates with the ‘rainy’ season at
Welham. It all starts Mid July when we
return to school, from our two month
long summer break (it’s much needed,
to be honest). WELMUN preparation
is in full swing, late night meetings,
last minute arrangements and how can
I forget arranging blazers and ties and
what not.It’s all part of the act, isn’t it?
Meanwhile, on the other hand, the
field is flooded (literally and
metaphorically) with soccer practices;
the team really gives it all this season.
Welham again echoes with the cheers,
just this time around it’s for the InterHouses that take place. On the other
hand, quiet surprisingly this is also the
time for many Welhamites to cozy up
in their blankets, and sleep through the
afternoons (but stay up all night) or go
down the rabbit hole glued to their
devices, all thanks to the classic
excuse ‘dude, it’s raining outside’. If
transparency is a pillar of this
institution, I might as well mention
this is the season of stolen (arranged)
umbrellas, floaters and those all-soannoying shoe-bites, so dear reader,
beware!

Early October it is, when the Welhamite
returns from yet another Mid-Term
(yes, thanks to Covid we are majorly
missing out on those), it is now when
things start to change, the school feels
different (in a good way). Personally
speaking, this might just be my
favourite time of the year (iykyk); let
me show you how. Fall is the most
diverse season for anyone at Welham, it
starts off when you feel that nip in the
air, the rain has considerably gone
down, but you never know it might just
start pouring out of the blue. The skies
turn grey and the leaves start turning
red, and that’s when you know- autumn
is here. This is also the beginning of the
Athletics season, which leads to the
most anticipated inter-house of the
year; the rigorous toil and endless hours
at the field certainly do pay off. The
Welhamite can be seen militarily busy,
Founder’s comes with its own set of
surprises-- The Ensemble, CCA
presentations, Art and Photography
Exhibitions and the Founder’s Play.The
never ending practices might tire one
out, but then it all pays off, all in good
time. This is also that time of the year
when excuse chits are in high demand,
and if you’ve guessed it by now, then
you most certainly know what I am
talking about-- marching practices.
Yes, the most awaited event of the year,
or maybe the most dreaded one (it’s all
a matter of perspective) this is the
ultimate event of the year for some,
‘Judgement Day’ if I may call it. The
house spirit is at an all time high, and so
are the house meetings (or reporting as
they like to call it). I won’t be doing
justice to this season if I don’t mention
the very ‘High Organisations’ of
Welham that are in full swing around
this time of the year..

The last lap of the year isn’t it? On the
other hand, it's the beginning of
something new for some (grade XI, if
you haven’t figured it out already).
The cold is at an extreme high, the
winter break well spent, grades X and
XII start the term early and can be seen
fortified with books. Cricket season
takes over the fields of Welham, and
even the teachers can be seen padding
up to battle the student team around
this time of the year. If you’re
observant enough you might’ve
wondered that ‘exams’ and
‘academics’ haven’t been mentioned
yet, well, here it is! This is the term of
the final exams and board exams. So,
naturally the atmosphere is quite grim.
But at Welham, even the most serious
of situations can turn out to be fun.
Welhamites can be seen hovering
around their respective wardens and
twelfth graders at night (for reasons
not so obvious) if luck is on their side,
they might get the long awaited ‘night
share’ that they’re desperate for. At
last, Valentine's Day (rather week) also
falls under this term, but after all the
Welhamite is a fool when it comes to
matters of the heart, and so am I ;)
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So those were the seasons at
Welham. Now, I better put on
my blazer and rush to Bethany,
I’ve already missed the prep
(won’t miss dinner too) but even
if I do, I’m pretty sure I’ll get a
‘night share’ or two..
- Shubhankar Dhulia
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Samyak is gymming with a special someone. (pink hoodies)
Ü
Maneet had some fun with Vihan Shukla.
Ü
Mr Srikant was found rummaging through the prefect’s
Ü
badges in Mr. Bhatia’s Office. (Head Boy badge
discontinued)
Anjishnu won’t be uploading any stories for a while now.
Ü
(trust issues?)

Why

Ever Wonder

Krishna Todi is not seen practising gymnastics anymore. (daddy issues)
Ü
Devansh Patel and Mitansh Narang are famed amongst grade 11.
Ü
Milind has been late for breakfast quite often. (late night talks)
Ü
The mango tree was cut down. (budgeting for furniture)
Ü
Aaditya Chandra Gupta’s blue blazer said academics captain. (the tailor is gunning for the HOA position)
Ü
Aarav Upadhayay decided not to come back to school (JP-01)
Ü

Those

Ones

Namgyal Khampa - It is a criminal offence to be an eggetarian, don't you think?
Rudraksh Mehta - If I don’t mess with me, I don’t mess with you. (mellowed down from reportings)
Milind Pradyot - I don't love you now. But, I will surely love you later.
Aaditya Singh Parmar - You don’t hate Mondays, you hate capitalism.
Viraj Lohia - I do have an opinion but that doesn't mean you deserve to know it.
Sumer Sodhi - Birds of different feathers flock forever.
Mitansh Narang - When you call someone fat you are being sexist. (that has some truth to it coming from Mitansh)
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Through the Keyhole
Mihir Sharma

- I made the English myself.

Namgyal Khampa

- What do you aspire to be next year?

Aayusman Tiwari

- I aspire to be a grade twelfthie. (performance
pressure)

Viraj Lohia

- This is going in the Oliphant.

Aayusman Tiwari

- No no no... this is a problem we need to deal
with very recently.

Pratyush Sikaria

- Bro, can we please have BYOB for grade
11? (BAW joining the ranks soon)

Rajbir Singh Anand

- The capital of the US is New York, oh wait,
it’s Las Vegas. (AU Sir is marking his grave)

Arnav Goel (XII)

- Ross Geller is the father of Kim and
Kourtney Kardashian. (Friends vs OJ
Simpson)

Sana Ma’am

- I am not a giver-up.

Shivam Atal

- Is Mr. Srikanth the new DM of Sports?

Aaditya Chandra Gupta - We are doing official work for the Oliphant
news.
Samyak Jain

- Are these the buttons from the Modi Jacket?
(DB Sir’s ideological victory.)

Sujal Agrawal

- Write an autobiography on him.

Separated at Birth

What’s In

What’s Out

Boss Baby

Morning walks/ display

Marching

:

Mr Rahul Shridhar

VS Gang

COO

Samanyu Malik

:

Kartik Tripathi

Annual Day

Founders

Mohak Mittal

:

Dobby the free elf

Akshat Rungta

Sanon Bhowmik

Gurjot Singh Gill

:

Aaditya Singh Parmar

Have a great day

God bless us all

Krishna 10th

:

Suicide Squad

Aaditya Parmar

Aryan Khaturia

Shubhankar Dhulia

:

BR Sir

Civilised behaviour

Back-nots and Pile-on

Madam Hooch (Harry Potter)

:

Mrs. Sangeeta Kain

Aayusman Tiwari

:

Vishwash Dubey

Mitansh Narang

:

Lakshay Kohli
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LASAGNA

Note: Before I move on to the focus of this
section, on behalf of the board, I’d like to
issue an apology to our dear head boy. You
weren’t featured here simply because you’ve
received enough coverage already. And
because we didn’t want to state the obvious.
Please don’t tear us apart though; I’m sure
the humour section will compensate.

Dude of the Year

MR DAYAMAY BANERJEE
I

f the recipient of this year’s DOTY
accolade turned out to be a shocking
nomination for you, then you’ve not been
paying attention. This year, the
competition, even in a majorly online
setting, was surprisingly extreme. Despite
a certain someone giving him a good run
for his money, DB Sir has emerged as the
dude of the year with a large margin.
(Apologies for the hyperbole, but it only
deems fit.) Many have questioned our
method of electing DOTY in the past so let
me use this opportunity to walk you
through the process.
#1. It goes without saying that Mr.
‘Dayamay’ fulfilled the first and most
important criterion to be a dude - he is
nothing like his name suggests
(especially when it comes to letters of
recommendation.) Of course, the
primary reason for sir’s melancholy
has now returned to Ahmedabad but
Ganga 11th still remembers. Only last
term, a stunt involving a lock and
delayed breakfast was successfully
pulled off resulting in Sir’s neverseen-before rage. This only intensified
after an impromptu locker-check
revealed some shocking items. Sir was
genuinely worried about a particular
student whose locker was filled with
46

unnecessary ‘protective’ equipment.
As March progressed, Shikhar started
preparing for the festival of Holi and
so did DB sir’s house, the after-effects
of which remained for a long time.
Despite the Principal’s constant
reminder that we shouldn’t waste
food, the Ganga pantry stays shut.
Maybe Sir is still testing if the new
lock is strong enough.
#2. The second criterion to qualify as a
dude is more than satisfied by Mr.
Dayamay. As any student of
economics would know, Sir’s classes
are more than iconic. Pick a student of
12th Commerce at random and he will
be able to narrate Sir’s biography to
you. He will, in detail, explain to you
how sir’s expertise in the stock market
helped him garner multiple flats in
Shimla. The student will also make
sure to mention that sir has a
whopping number of degrees, which
have supposedly aided his students on
their path to glory. This ,of course,
excludes non-math students who
should immediately drop economics
in his opinion. The more disturbing
thought is that the students will also be
able to enlist Sir’s exact finances
including his proud life savings. You

might think that such vulnerability
would make us uncomfortable but
students more than enjoy sir’s
personalised lessons.
#3. The third and final parameter is perhaps
why DB Sir takes the cake this time. He
is, most definitely, the hardest teacher
to impress at school. A certain
basketball player has somehow
achieved that feat and we’re still
wondering how. It is rumored that Mr.
Banerjee withdrew the badges from the
elected caretakers after hearing that his
favourite did not make it. With the
Ganga house continuing to reach
greater ‘heights’ every day, (and night?)
Sir shouldn’t have much to complain
about. However, Ganga 11th knows
otherwise. I sincerely hope that they are
able to survive the year that is to come,
especially the residents of the H.Q.
After all is said and done, I’d like to
congratulate DB sir for outdoing his
predecessors and raising the bar for this
section. The Oliphant wishes our very
own Abhishek Bacchan a fruitful future
ahead at Welham. Oh, and since
November has come to an end, Saad Khan
must report to sir ASAP.
-A fan
From Strength to Strength
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SOORRYAM GOYAL

SOHAM AGARWAL

UJJWAL GUPTA

Alias Mukesh, Shulya
Style Vice School Captain
Stigma Sikka
Famous Moment Investiture

Alias Mama, Mamu, Shoum
Style Cupcakes, SAW, JAW, FAW, LAW
Stigma Sikka, Eardrums
Famous Moment 3v3 MVP

Alias Bikki, Ulla, Ullwal
Style English rap
Stigma Art Captain
Famous Moment Art exhibition

The wild card in the school captain
nominations, Soorryam of all people should
have probably taken the warnings shown
before movies seriously. Sooryam, along
with his middle floor roommates, has taken
it upon himself to restore the HQ status of
the various covert Welham organisations
back to the Cauvery house. His long shadow
has done a good job of hiding Viraj Lohia,
and The Oliphant wishes him good luck on
his journey forward.

Here’s a tip for all juniors in Cauvery
House. If you want to look for Soham, he’ll
either be busy talking to the Vice Captain, or
in the Shikhar Balcony. An icon of the
pantry, Soham proved control over his
organisations on his birthday. The rank and
file might be developing in Shikhar, but the
leadership, thanks to Soham’s efforts,
remains in Triveni. The Oliphant wishes
him luck in his endeavours and hopes he
never gives up cooking.

Ujjwal has transformed himself in Welham,
and we’re not just talking about his accent.
Denied the post of Art Captain, Ujjwal has
embraced more unconventional
inspirations for creating art. Despite
Parmar’s best efforts, Ujjwal remains Ankit
Sir’s favourite. All in all, The Oliphant
wishes Ujjwal a bright future. And juniors,
if a bedcover or a bag is missing in the
school, you know whom to approach.

ARYA RAJ

RAJBIR ANAND

PRANJAL GOPAL

Alias RDX, Aaadiya Raj, Rada
Style Savage Sarcasm
Stigma Quizzing Captain, Hindi Debating
Famous Moment Gibson

Alias Judda, Perish, Bhonda
Style OTC, founders play, Dandruff
Stigma Hygiene, 16th of November
Famous Moment Cricket Captain (Oops)

Alias Gopi, Vidhayak,Gopla
Style Biology
Stigma Muniya Calling
Famous Moment A Decade Not Out

It is a shame that Arya’s participation in
school plays has been so minimal. The
mime in chief of grade twelve, Arya has
cemented his dominance as a storyteller. So
much so, Welham Newz had to censor his
extremely refined imitation and expression
capabilities. (Hyuhhh..). Despite his
expressive nature, Arya is the quietest
member of the Katta gang, to the extent that
people forgot that there was some reason for
him to become the gang’s member.

For a guy who has so many cricket balls
thrown at him, Akshat Rungta’s existence is
probably the biggest bane Rajbir has ever
faced. Famous for his 4 AM stroll around
the Principal's cottage, the replacement of
Ms Bindra has not stopped Rajbir from
being an inspiration to all the rats in the
school. Rajbir’s biggest contributions to the
school have been in the Founder’s plays,
and The Oliphant wishes him success in his
journey as the lead female protagonist.

Vidhayak Ji has definitely led quite an
interesting life at Welham. From chilling in
grade 3 to chilling in Grade 12 Science,
Pranjal has managed to completely fly under
the radar; so much so, that nobody noticed
that he only attended three classes a day. He
has managed to gather only one
achievement in his long Welham life and
that is joining Welham as soon as he possibly
could. However, Pranjal has surely learnt to
do one thing in his Welham life and that is
becoming the epitome of a Cauveryite.
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ANSH ARYA

ARV KABRA

DARSHAN JAIN

Alias Lalla, Shalu
Style Basti, Anmol Biscuit
Stigma Mukund Kedia, Vasu
Famous Moment Principal Inspection

Alias Chabra, Kobra
Style VAW
Stigma LAW
Famous Moment Grade 10 Holi

Alias Chairman, Darsan
Style Mirror Selfie
Stigma Chintu
Famous Moment Chhattisgarh Top (10 Boards)

After failing to become the IT captain, Lalla
decided to bring the IT lab to his room and
that would partly explain why the Principal
was shocked to enter his room during her
inspection. However, what is intriguing is
why Lalla can’t tidy up despite being trained
to be a star butler under the likes of Mukund
Kedia. Even now, the combination of
Lalla’s chai and Anmol biscuits is highly
coveted in his house.

Arv has made a name for himself by proving
that he has a weak stomach. Thus, despite
coming from a place with lush shrubbery,
Arv has been systematically excluded from
the less conspicuous societies of Welham
despite them being so close to home. Arv
surprisingly managed to climb to a position
of responsibility on the tennis court but
managed to look good due to deficiency in
competition (Bonji and Parmar would
know).

Even before Darshan even stepped through
the Oliphant Gate, he had each and every
scholar in his batch scurrying. What was
more intimidating, was his skill of clicking
mirror selfies. Darshan has been forced to
keep quite interesting company since he
joined the school, his roommate Chintu
would surely know. He has become a
member of the honorary Sara gang which
again makes his room become ground zero
for warfare over a lost cause.

RAMAN GHOTRA SINGH

CHETAN CHAUDHARY

ATHARV AGARWAL

Alias Rich Kid, RGS
Style Milka, PCMB
Stigma Cheap Things
Famous Moment Ramp Walk

Alias Chevvy, Mettalica 2.0
Style Snapchat, Ig Private
Stigma Sports Blazer, Announcements
Famous Moment Principal’s Medal

Alias _____
Style Rajbir Singh Anand
Stigma Hygiene
Famous Moment None

Raman, though a Punjabi at his roots, has
completely imbibed the decadence of Italy.
Like any rich kid, he also loves to solve
problems by throwing money at them,
however that approach doesn’t work on the
bottomless stomachs of Welhamites.
Testament to that is the speed at which the
Milka suitcase empties out. Despite trying to
live a low key life, Raman can’t help flash the
big bucks and can be often seen carrying the
best Apple and Louis Vuitton have to offer.

Completing the trio of silent prefects, it is to
no one’s surprise that Chetan’s best friends
on the high table are Sujal and Maneet. The
only recipient of the Principal’s medal,
every time Chetan wears the brown blazer is
a dagger to his heart. The Oliphant mourns
his hard luck and is sure that he will
overcome many more such obstacles in the
future.

Atharva has spent two entire months on the
Welham campus and yet we fall short of
words to unleash him. Dormancy and
insignificance can only save you from
roasting until the point where they become
the reason behind your roasting. This is
exactly what has happened in the case of
Atharva. All that we know about him is that
he is Rajbir’s younger self’s reincarnation
when it comes to hygiene.
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YUVRAJ GAMBHIR

GURKEERAT SINGH

BHAVYA GOYAL

Alias Gambo, Yuvi
Style HOA, Lawsuit, Poddar
Stigma WBS, Sankalp, Yearbook
Famous Moment Fees

Alias Dhadli
Style Juniors, DS
Stigma Academics Captain,Soorryam
Famous Moment Academics Captain

Alias Battery, Penguin
Style Physics, Shrey Agarwal
Stigma Cricket, Mr Kandpal
Famous Moment Cricket Interhouse

Yuvraj Gambhir is a man of many words and
we are falling short of space to chronicle his
many exploits at Welham. From studying
legal studies without actually taking the
subject to intentionally failing Srikant Sir’s
class to get demoted to section C, Yuvraj can
say ‘been there done that’ when any
Welhamite describes his troubles. Despite
Yuvraj’s unwavering faith in himself he has
managed to dig himself a grave deep
enough for Mr BR to fall short of words to
describe his predicament.

Probably the biggest threat to Sooryam’s
dominance in Cauvery house, both Viraj and
Lavansha live in fear of the receiver of the
biggest promotion in this year’s prefectorial
body. The first time Gurkeerat entered a
prefect’s room for something other than a
favour, yells of surprise could be heard
throughout the school from Triveni.
Probably the only child from the batch who
truly imbibed Ms Bindra’s lesson of being a
‘gentleman’, Gurkeerat has proven to us the
value of good manners and a long tongue.

Bhavya is often underestimated by everyone
in the school, so much so that everyone
forgot that he made it to the house
nominations. Bhavya, despite desperately
trying to prove himself unique, managed to
earn the typical name for any studious
fellow. However, he continues to be the only
battery of the batch. What is surprising is
how Bhavya manages to study enough while
being in Cauvery for Mr Kandpal to ask him
to stay quiet (politely only sometimes) when
he eats too much of class time.

DEVAJ TULSYAN

AARYAN ADHIRAJ NEHRA

AADITYA CHANDRA GUPTA

Alias Dundun, Daavid
Style Aayuss, Madhau
Stigma Engluss
Famous Moment Tulsyan Dynasty’s Current Messiah
Devaj belongs to a long line of legends of
Welham and in his own unique way, Davida
has managed to live up to the legacy of
Aayuss and Madhau bhaiyaa. Not much can
be said about Devaj because he himself
hasn’t managed to say much during his
school life and his struggles with his stigma
stand as proof. Unlike, more recent batches
to pass out of the school, Devaj conforms to
a past stereotype where a single stare can
scare a junior away.

From Strength to Strength

Alias Chintu, Chaiwala
Style Akku, Sara Gang
Stigma Class 12, Age
Famous Moment Chowdhary

Alias Chandu, Jwala, Chaiwala
Style Rungta
Stigma Academics Captain
Famous Moment ‘Zaid se Bura’

Chintu Nehra is the only boarder to have
experienced a day boarder’s life at Welham.
However, he often forgets that the rest of the
batch still treats him like a day boarder. That
explains the stigma around Chintu calling
for a reporting in Cauvery, or being in the
house in general. We have been also led to
believe he doesn’t feel quite at home in
grade 12. His stigma also explains why he
likes to spend more time with juniors
instead of his own batch.

Chandragupta wins the title for the least
likely ladies’ man in Welham (girls your
mother introduced to you don't count).
Teaming up with Viraj and Soorryam on the
high table, Aaditya has ensured that the other
prefects get to eat their meals in peace. Apart
from girls (and Rungta of course), little seems
to be on Aaditya’s mind, with the juniors of
Krishna still waiting to see him fulfill his
promises about outdoing his predecessor. The
Oliphant wishes him success.
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AKSHAT RUNGTA

ARNAV GOEL

ANSH AGARWAL

Alias Kaale, Kaalu, Rana-Tunga
Style Sara Gang
Stigma Warden Sir
Famous Moment House Tie

Alias Polio, Anmol
Style Ayush Sawarn
Stigma English, Geography
Famous Moment Allah ke Bande

Alias Bauna, Raftar
Style Cross Country
Stigma Maulik Khanna, Blue Blazer
Famous Moment Vote Of Thanks (#impromptu)

Akshat is the most appreciated and
underappreciated Krishna 12thie. You can
catch him near Shikhar everyday after
lunch, performing his gentlemanly duties of
‘escorting’ a lady home. However, the
question is how Rungta manages to rush
from the Krishna Prefect’s room to Ganga
top floor each minute to placate the
insecurities of both his partners in crime.
Maybe that explains why he conforms to a
certain inhuman stereotypical endurance.

The departure of Ayush has done little to
stop Arnav’s rise. The only steam engine of
Krishna house, his lung capacity probably
makes Chandra Gupta jealous. Arnav’s
good friendship with Milind is quite the
surprise, but competition has not stopped
them from nursing each other’s knees after
basketball practice. The Oliphant wishes,
prays and hopes that Arnav has a healthy
future, the one goal that it is socially
acceptable for him to pursue.

If Ansh were to read his own unleashed
paragraph, he’d be finished by the time
you’ll ever try to find your name. Be it on
the field,or in an exam, Ansh’s speed is a
rather open testament. The Oliphant wishes
him prosperity, and also a piece of advice to
slow down certain events in life, as a happy
wife means a happy life.

MANEET SINGH BHASIN

LAVANSHA SHAH

GAURANSH GOYAL

Alias Raja Ji, Dada
Alias Fitti, Polli, Truck Mechanic, Preeta
Style Pandey Ji, Kundi Mat Khadka Raja
Style Nibba Gang, Barth wal Sir
Stigma Batch of 2022
Stigma Grace, Mic, High Table
Famous Moment Oval Reportings, Upperdorm Captain Famous Moment School Captain Nomination
Manneet, along with his friends Sujal and
Chetan, brings a certain silent elegance to
the high table. This is also probably the first
time Maneet has been accused of being
elegant. A man who could probably use
some relationship advice. Maneet is the
least contradictory man with a prefect’s
badge, forcing OP sir to compensate with
the House Prefect. Not much can be written
about Maneet, but we’re not worried, since
he probably won’t read this anyway. The
Oliphant wishes him luck in his adventures.
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Trying to make fun of Lavasha is such a low
hanging fruit that even we will not stoop that
low. After seeing him grace the high table
with his presence, it is worth questioning if
it was a Welhamite or a Dosco who put him
there. Keeping up the Krishna tradition of
absentee prefects (the other one was too
racist politically incorrect), Lavansha gets a
lot more flak than he deserves. Of note is his
prowess at shooting… shooting the dreams,
that is, or Rungta and Gauransh. The
Oliphant wishes him luck in the future.

Alias Baba, Gaushi
Style Ayesha Maam
Stigma Lavansha Shah
Famous Moment House Certificate
The list of everything that Gauransh could
have been is longer than this page. Even in
his achievements, it seems, Mr Goyal has
copied Arnav. Whether this imitation is
flattery or mockery, their pursuit of the same
goals and family, certainly entertains those
who are not members of KBS. Striving along
the footsteps of Khatwang, the swooping up
of all designing positions by the Welham
Newz director is surely a particularly sore
spot for him. The Oliphant hopes he gets the
chance to live up to his potential.
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RAJVANSH DUA

KHAMESH MITTAL

VANSH KHETAN

Alias (Sheesh Emoji)
Style Hentai, Glow in the dark hoodie
Stigma Volleyball, Chintu, HT City
Famous Moment Pipeband, Volleyball Half Colour

Alias Alien, Jaadu
Style Shibani Ma’am, Moksh
Stigma Music Captain
Famous Moment W.E.B, Orchestra

Alias Doru, Ted, Khetu
Style Anywhere Door, Gadgets
Stigma Calorie Deficit
Famous Moment Leg Press (190kg)

From being the Vice Volleyball Captain to
being a proud member of the SEC-GANG,
Rajvansh has come a long way. The Oliphant
wishes him a life in which he truly knows
what to say in front of whom. The only way
in which Rajvansh has come forward is the
girth of his belly. The absence of Ayush
Savarn and Harsh Kumar from Krishna has
only emboldened his terrible jokes, much to
the regret of the rest of Krishna House. The
Oliphant hopes he finally learns when to
shut his mouth, and gets better at hiding his
history with Beauty Pageants.

Khamesh seems to be donating a large share
of his time to learn new vocal skills from Luv
and Mrinank. Also a shadow member of the
Sec-Gang he seems to be making certain
Krishna 10thies run around at night who are
always unable to find him in the dark.
Khamesh has used his camouflaging abilities
to their fullest over the past year. In fact, the
only place Khamesh is visible nowadays is in
the prefect rooms of Ganga house. The
Oliphant hopes that Khamesh finally figures
a path into visibility, because so far, he has
just been Viraj Mahajan, but cooler.

If you ever have a conversation with Vansh
you will never get the vibe that you are
talking to a science student. Along with
Samyak and Samanyu, Vansh belongs to the
elite class of being our batch mascot. At
home he has found a gang of Chhattisgarhi
Welhamites, meeting up with them at
various watering holes of the area,
forgetting the ‘3C’s’ completely (sorry
Rungta and Chandragupta). The Oliphant
wishes him the best of luck in achieving that
cult figure.

VANSH AGARWAL

EZHOTSO KEZO

MOHAK MITTAL

Alias Kezo
Style North Eastern Peaky Blinders
(low budget street gang)
Stigma Ipad
Famous Moment Coming to school first

Alias Dobby
Style Salt Chennai, P.T Online
Stigma Commerce
Famous Moment Joining School

Alias Bauna 2.0, Raftaar 2.0, Nanni
Style Ansh Agarwal
Stigma Athletics Captain
Famous Moment Defeating Ansh in Cross Country 2019
Since the beginning of Grade 12, Vansh’s
batch has been recommending that, like
everything else, Vansh share the post of
Athletics Captain with Ansh. Maybe, Vansh
finally saw some merit in the suggestion on
Sports day, and that explains why the Vote
of Thanks went missing. What we also
wonder about, is the unique bond between
him and his brother and why they win races
alternatively.

From Strength to Strength

Kezo is one unique 12thie, who managed to
survive months in school without any of his
batchmates. Maybe that loneliness explains
the quirks we now see in Kezo. From 5 am
PUBG matches to his two finger slap, Kezo
has been a unique personality.

Coming straight from Hogwards or Bethany
(honestly, we can't tell). He managed to
make it to Welham and make a name in his
room, which appears to be his (only) best
achievement. The Oliphant asks him to
maintain his cool nature and maybe try and
actually take a tour of the school.
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RISHAB MISHRA

SAMANYU RAJ MALIK

VIRAJ MAHAJAN

Alias Pissra, Massru
Style Dubai, Yacht
Stigma Gyan Sir
Famous Moment Yoga Display

Alias Monyu, Warden
Style Krishna Warden, Jojo, Fooliss Boy
Stigma Krishna Warden
Mantra I am black pilled, I believe in the absurd.

Alias Matty, Bumzy, Cylinder
Style p r^2h
Stigma Raghav Kathuria
Famous Moment H.M.Q, Gave You My Best, W.E.B

Rishabh can be seen around Krishna
running behind fellow weebs screaming
phrases in Japanese that his batchmates still
can’t comprehend. He has been known to
adopt many personalities throughout his
time at Welham. From a very vibrant Sardar
ji during marching times to a yogi that puts
Arnav Bansal to shame and becoming a cat
like creature around Samanyu, The
Oliphant wishes that Mishra continues to be
a man of many cultures.

Samanyu is a member of a unique ‘clique’ that
takes pride in standing apart. Be it his clothes from
grade 10, or batch activities in general, Samanyu
will be found ruthless trying to not fit in. However,
he found his true home in 12th Humanities, where
Parmar, Samanyu, Mrinank and Arya Raj learn all
that they can learn from Mrs KT and her speaking
style. With absurdity following Samanyu
everywhere, you can spot him a mile away with
his signature cringe remarks in KT English and
jiggly jogging (Spring term PT). The Oliphant
wishes this infamous dude finally finds a way to
assimilate back into normal society.

You might have seen him on stage, for his music
performances or for his curves but you would
have seen him somewhere surely. Viraj had his
fair share of fame in grade 9 (nazzzz) and in 11th
for his first song. We can also not ignore the way
he stumbled his way up The Oliphant’s editorial
board. A geek who somehow stumbled his way
into the school band, Viraj would have been the
perfect protagonist for a romantic movie about an
awkward teenage boy if he hadn’t already decided
to become the female love interest. His title of
“Bumsy” certainly helps. The Oliphant wishes
him a bright future.

HRITVIK MOODY

MOHIN V. GANDHI

SHUBHAM YADAV

Alias Modi, Vordi, Sarkar
Style Vidul
Stigma AVSM
Famous Moment Grade 10 House Meeting (DSMUN)

Alias Pappu
Style Bhatt Sir, MC Ma’am, JM Ma’am
Stigma Side Locks, Middle Class, Poverty, Rolex
Famous Moment Emcee

Alias Suubham, Maintenance
Style HOT, Kushagra
Stigma Dengue, Savi Singh
Famous Moment Mirror Selfies

Hritvik walked into grade 12 with aspirations up
in the sky, but little did he know that like always
he was late and all the pieces in the pie were
already taken (AVSM and Mehta). What never
ceases to amaze Krishnaites is how Hritvik
managed to get nominated for a house post after
being extremely vocal in Grade 10 house
meetings. Hrithik is actually pretty sharp. In fact,
he is the epitome of what a lack of willpower can
do to you. Moody was unfortunate enough to
have some achievements. The Oliphant wishes
Moody finally moves beyond becoming a
member of the Secretariat.

Pappu became pretty famous as soon as he
joined school as an (un)official day-boarder.
He quickly started to adapt to the Welham
ways of life after this good natured
boy(formally, called chausa) was assigned
class 9-C. Coming from a rich island
culture, Mohin was pretty excited when he
came to school in 12th. Krishna 10th seems
to be able to compensate for his house-staff.

Yes, he too is a part of Krishna house, even if
you’ve never seen him in a 50 metre radius
of the house. He made his share of visits
during Shehenshah’s reign. But with his
favourable side (of the throne) gone, he
doesn't pay much attention to the building.
His eyes were clear in the direction he
wanted to go, however the road he wanted to
travel had a heartbreaking diversion.
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MITANSH NARANG

RUDRAKSH MEHTA

SRIJIT BANNERJEE

Alias Mittu, Bhaloo, Mithileshwar
Style Soham Agarwal, Horse Riding
Stigma Diet, Ankit Sir, Pari
Famous Moment T(i)T(i) Captain

Alias Model Mehta, Radu
Style Backstreet Buoys
Stigma Games Captain
Famous Moment Kandhari Doon School GK

Alias Bengali, Banner, Srinjoy
Style Board Of Governors, Eeshan
Stigma 200 meters, Chinu
Famous Moment Investiture Oath

Every time you hear Aditya Parmar's name
announced at dinner, you can see a little wince
of pain flash on Mitansh's face. With the
absenteeism of the current gym Captain,
Mitansh has taken up the mantle in all but
name. Mitansh's shift to the ground floor
prefect's room is almost poetic in the
contradictions it highlights. A bright rich kid,
Mitansh has ensured his reputation as a
generous guy by simply picking the correct
roommate. Although he has the will (and the
money) Mitansh is still rarely seen interacting
with members of Welham's covert societies.

Rudraksh has some slick moves, but it seems the
only ladies who appreciate them have grey hair.
That suits Rudraksh, as his recent dance partners
indicate. Probably the most studious member of
the VS gang, Rudraksh seems to have chosen the
more unconventional path to woo the teachers of
the school. In this sense, female representation
in the top echelons of Welham have probably
helped Rudraksh reach even greater heights.
Everything Anand Raj probably wants to be,
The Oliphant doesn't feel the necessity to wish
him good luck. All in all, Rudraksh has managed
to be above everything but his own word and has
high hopes to be under a few.

Srijit with his calm, strategic and (sometimes too)
soft approach has broken the succession of
strong-willed and hot-blooded sports captains at
Welham. Currently, it is said that even the
teachers have not heard his voice, although why
he chooses to spend his nights with Viraj instead
of Sujal, Chetan and Maneet remains a mystery.
Srijit is a fan of neutrality in conflict. The moment
he achieved what is every gym goer's dream body,
he adopted the haircut of an ape. All in all, The
Oliphant hopes Srijit gets into one of the thousand
colleges he is applying to, and finally learns what
the Sports Captain's role in the prefectorial body
actually is.

SHIVAM YADAV

NAMGYAL KHAMPA

RACHIT KHANDELWAL

Alias Yadav Master, Yadavji
Style Birthdays, Wall of Honour
Stigma Rathore (Shashi), Own Goal
Famous Moment Middle School Rep

Alias Namgi, Ramdayal, Maatu
Style Bistrit
Stigma BKC
Famous Moment Sports Football Captain

Alias Racchu Baby, Bonu
Style Sara Gang, Tiger Shroff
Stigma Kidney/ Hernia
Famous Moment J/B Common Room

In his last year at Welham, Shivam seems to have
decided to leave a mark. Everyone who was
unfortunate enough to celebrate their birthday
with him will probably keep that mark forever.
After gaining prominence in the night time
activities of Welham, it seems Shivam has filled
the gap that the Sport's Captain was too tired to
fill. His prominence at reporting is just more
evidence. A true commerce student at heart,
Shivam always manages to secure his cut no
matter what the circumstances. His teacher's
comment finally seems a step in the right
direction after all. Maybe he won't give the first
girl he meets a heart attack. In the end, the
Oliphant wishes Shivam good luck.

Namgyal was the most dreaded name on the list of
twelfthies we had to make fun of. So instead, we
will simply praise him. His great boxing skills,
his awesome friendship with Ishman, his
leadership of the sportsmen of Welham, his
loving displays of physical affection with other
batchmates, his proficiency in Hindi and his diary
keeping, all have made him an endearing part of
the school. We hope that Mr Barthwal is able to
restrain his anger when he inevitably starts
searching for whoever wrote this piece. But, if
you try to get to know him, Namgyal is one
mushy softie. Despite having a rough start to the
year, Namgyal has bounced back to be his
extremely carefree self.

Rachit is eccentric indeed. Like any stick
doll, some part of Rachit will always be
damaged, and yet you will find him trying to
damage himself more. Though many people
forget, Rachit is now in a leadership
position and (ironically) has to manage
people, when it has been difficult for him to
put his own affairs in order for one single
day. Moreover, ever since grade 10 boards,
it is for the communal good that Tiger Shroff
has not acted in any movies, or our Art
Captain would have received some much
dreaded inspiration.

From Strength to Strength
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MIHIR SHARMA
Alias Nigerian, Gareeb, Bantu
Style BPL, Get Down, Sikkim
Stigma Younus, Ipad Air
Famous Moment Academics Captain Nominations
Ever since Mihir heard that work on the 12thies
unleashed had started, he had been on a quest to
get himself nicknamed ‘folabi’. However, this
quest, like all others (election 2021) he
undertook, was defined by failure. But, Mihir
has never failed to assert that he is from a
country where the majority of its population is
below the poverty line. He does so spectacularly
when it comes to causing property damage and
subsequently being unable to foot the bill.
Moreover, like all economically backward
sections of society, Mihir can scale any wall and
cross any river to gain social mobility.

SURYANSH AGARWAL

YOUSEF BHUTIA

YOUNUS BHUTIA

Alias Mutthi, Chusef, Y1
Style Incognito
Stigma Day 56
Famous Moment Wavelength

Alias Dino, Y2, Chunus, Muttha
Style MW, Mihir
Stigma Naughty Sir
Famous Moment Caught

Before grade 12, Yousef could only be seen
running for one thing: to the washroom. But
the pandemic has surely had a deep impact
on Yousef. Other than his bond with the
washroom, virtually everything about him
has changed. Yousef is now a man with a
purpose. Ever since getting the Wavelength
and losing weight Yousef has relentlessly
pursued a certain someone. Be it the art
room or the science labs, Yousef has his
priorities set.

Ever since the pandemic, Younus has been a
member of a highly exclusive club. However,
The Oliphant is sorry for the person who
allowed him entry into this club because of the
number of times Younus excuses himself and
the room fresheners she has to carry. What is
impressive about Younus is that no matter how
many times he gets caught, be it bunking the
morning PT, getting late or …, Younus will
never bend for the world. He is one to believe
in the idea that bending is blending, but what is
ironic is that Younus is a huge fan of tasty
blends and shakes.

DEVANSH KIRANBHAI PATEL

VIRAJ LOHIA

Alias Lendi
Style DK, Virat Kohli
Stigma Rajbir, English
Famous Moment Staff vs Students Cricket Match

Alias DK
Style System, Grappler
Stigma Air Pods Pro
Famous Moment Suplex City

Alias Lollie, Hala
Style AVSM, Toshniwal
Stigma Marching
Famous Moment Cross Country 2018

Ever since joining Welham, Suryansh has
impressed everyone with his ability to learn all
that a Welhamite does over the course of six to
10 years, but, unfortunately, only the bad parts.
With his partner in crime or life (DK),
Suryansh can be seen constantly getting on AJ
Sir’s nerves by being constantly late and sleepdeprived (quite a harmful system). But, what is
intriguing is that unlike other Bengalis we
have seen at school, Suryansh’s usage of the
Engli(u)sh language can be best described as a
patchwork of the itty bitty sentences he
overheard and managed to comprehend.

Even though DK took his first step into
Welham after his last year here began, he
has managed to carve a niche for himself in
a cohort strung together over the years.
From participating in fight club 2.0 to
letting others use his system quite freely,
Devansh is now a full-fledged Welhamite.
You will find him wandering through the
foggy halls of Shikhar on chilly nights, but
the question is does he bring the winter
along?

Viraj is the School Captain. Don’t worry,
we’ve got more jokes. Despite looking exactly
the same as he did in ninth grade, Viraj has
grown into the shoes of his predecessors rather
well. Cementing Jamuna house’s domination
over the intellectual societies of Welham, Viraj
is constantly busy. Despite being a man of few
talents, Viraj’s hard work (and first-bencher
attitude to life) has enabled his meteoric rise.
The fact that everyone expected this rise is
simply a testament to the potential teachers
have been seeing in Viraj since grade 7.The
Oliphant wishes Viraj a bright future.

54

From Strength to Strength

The

Oliphant
2021

MILIND PRADYOT

SAVI SINGH

Alias Milli, Gaba
Alias Saavi, Sadie
Style Doon International, Sai Sharan Vats
Style Lockdown, IG private
Stigma WBS
Stigma Randhawa (GAWD), 5’2”
Famous
Moment
Music Captain Nominee
M antra I don’t love you now, but I will surely love you later.

NEELANSH GARODIA
Alias Nilesh
Style Junior
Stigma Dates, Batch of 2022
Famous Moment Fight Club 2.0

I don’t love you now, but I will surely love you
later. Milind, just like his predecessor, lends his
height to people on and off the court. After long
philosophical conversations late at night, Milind
has successfully added ‘yaa yaa’ and ‘like’ to his
vocabulary. Moreover, these conversations have
inspired epiphanies that little Milind couldn't
have achieved on his own. His recent
understanding of the human heart and sadism
stand as proof. With remarks like his mantra
defining his take on life, Milind has already
collected his something old, something borrowed
but is still waiting on his something blue.

Savi has spent more years at Welham than
most 12thies and her relationship with our
school is way more profound than that of
many of her batchmates. Savi’s has
successfully chronicled her growth during
the lockdown on Instagram and a select
audience was introduced to a new and
creative side of Savi and from what we have
heard, the duality that Savi has recently
experimented with is quite intriguing
indeed.

Neelansh entered Welham just as he started with
his grade 12 and he has been on one long
rollercoaster ride ever since. A new addition to
our hell house, Neelansh’s simplemindedness
and innocence have been his worst enemies, but
unlike a seventh-grader, he was not protected by
the status of being the junior most. Thus, due to
his desperate desire to blend in, Neelansh has
experienced more Welham traditions than any
other Welhamite would ever have. From
worshipping statues in the academic block to
participating in Fight Club 2.0, Neelansh has
gone through all the troubles a Welhamites would
in six years in two months.

AARAV UPADHAYA

ADITYA MISHRA

SARA MOUDGIL

Alias Dalli, Daldev, Dickgo
Style Master of none
Stigma Prefect’s Room, SC
Famous Moment Sec-Gen

Alias Misra, He-man, Zohan
Style Army, Taka Tak, Gillette
Stigma Dubey, Mau
Famous Moment Junior School Sports Day

Alias Mudgil
Style Spice Girls
Stigma Makeup, IT Lab
Famous Moment Sanon

A true master of none, Aarav has an arguably
‘prestigious’ career in debates, MUNs, quizzes,
piano, football, hockey, tennis and athletics,
becoming Secretary-General was all the
appreciation he garnered. However, this wasn’t
when the sun stopped shining on Aarav. His
heart was truly shattered into pieces when his
long time on and off pal, Viraj, completely
forgot about him after the Investiture. It was a
wound he was nursing until October and Mitash
would surely know. Moreover, these ‘injuries’
might be why Aarav chose to stay at home.

Misra surely has a way of letting you know
he is in the room (did someone just breathe
too loudly). The infamous Hercules of the
batch, Aaditya has one too many times
defended his title against tag teams and thus
managed to make grade 8 very memorable
for Jamunaites. This ferocious left-arm
pacer is known for obsessions, be it the
house singlets or delivering extremely long
letters to his unrequited love in the north.

When rumours were floated that another
girl is set to join our batch, many people’s
aspirations resurfaced after 2 years. Like
before, an honorary gang was formed.
However, after Sara arrived, she only
managed to capture the attention of a select
few. Some of her ‘friendships’ and
especially the ones in WBS are quite
intriguing and objects of humour and
conservation.
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KRISHNA TODI

HARSH SAXENA

LUV JUYAL

Alias Behra, Todi, Polio
Style Top floor prefects room, Parallel Bars
Stigma Phones, Conversations, Jai Sharma
Famous Moment Paper Leak x7 (ktodi09)

Alias Swarnim,Vulture
Style Sameer Fuddi, HumanFlag
Stigma Nagarkoti, Actually top marna
Famous Moment Becoming a boarder

Alias Luvy, Pari
Style Singering, 176
Stigma Haircuts, SRK
Famous Moment 25K and Counting

Since the end of grade 10, Krishna has not
completely felt at home at Welham. Maybe
the departure of individuals (Mr PC and
Sarthak Singhal) who played a key role in
his upbringing had something to do with it.
Or, it could be his inglorious history at
Welham which he couldn’t erase (JB Sir and
KT ma’am). Keeping his dream to pursue a
B.Com at DU without maths in mind, it is no
wonder that you will find him wandering
aimlessly and homelessly from one
prefect’s room to another.

Harsh has, probably for the first time in his life,
turned some heads. Going from an invisible day
border to the Calisthenics Captain of the school
has been quite a transformation. If you spent
even five minutes talking to him, he would be
sure to tell you that he can become a human flag.
When he became a boarder, Harsh probably
hoped to get others addicted to the Anime he
loves. Instead, he has developed some rather
harmful addictions of his own, as anyone who
visits Mrinank’s room would know. The
Oliphant congratulates him on the memories he
has made in the top floor of Jamuna House.

Manasvi first became famous in school from his
haircuts, or rather his refusal to get one.
Probably the most chilled out prefect there is,
Luv has single handedly disproved the value of
hardwork. With all the hair and skin products in
his room, The Oliphant eagerly awaits the
inclusion of a pride flag in the decorations. His
low stamina, at the JAW/LAW makes us
question his popularity with the ladies. All in
all, The Oliphant congratulates Luv’s ability to
garner such a large following without dancing
to a single tik tok trend, a fact that has surely led
to some insecurities across the border.

YASH CHAUHAN

RAGHAV AGARWAL

GURJYOT SINGH GILL

Alias Asus, Yass
Style Naegetts
Stigma UP Accent
Famous Moment Joining Welham

Alias Rakesh, Raka
Style Baddy, CDM
Stigma Rakshith
Famous Moment Cross Country

Alias Paaji, Warden, Balle Balle
Style Parmar, Fortuner
Stigma BJP
Famous Moment Slipdiks

Yash is infamous for his pronunciation of
“nagetts”, and little else. A studious science
student, Yash is a great cook, and little else.
A good humoured chap, his company is
rarely expected, but always enjoyed. The
smile that regularly colours his face is just a
small example of the happy, quaint life he
leads, which is envied by many. The Oliphat
wishes him success in his endeavours, and
hopes he never loses his trademark accent.

Raghav is great at badminton, and that's
about it. He also spends a weirdly long
amount of time talking to guys on his laptop,
late into the night. That's probably because
he doesn't talk to anyone during the day. If
there were anyone from the batch who will
grow up to be a psychopath, it's probably
Raghav. As we've seen on the badminton
court, he's quite the silent killer.

Gurjyot has continued the long tradition of
that one Gangaite who spends more time in
Krishna than in Shikhar. His stoicism in the
face of adversity, however, must be admired.
Faced with a hostile Housemaster who never
misses an opportunity to bash him over his
family’s politics, Gurjot has managed to
keep a surprisingly high profile for someone
so silent. The Oliphant wishes him success,
and hopes that he continues to remain the
idol that Parmar considers him to be.
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ARNAV BANSAL

ADITYA SINGH PARMAR

LAKSHYA KOHLI

Alias Bonji, Bons
Style Debt, Dhruv Jain
Stigma Argha Gupta
Famous Moment Yoga Colour

Alias Parmar, Gurjot Pro Max, Chesty
Style Kathuria,Hopetown, Gym Captain
Stigma Treadmill, Prefects Room
Famous Moment House Nomination

Alias Rahul, Cute Buoy
Style Nirvana, Tejas
Stigma IT lab
Famous Moment Finansial Buoys

If you have not heard of Arnav, you have
definitely seen him. And even then, you
have definitely heard him. A testament to
what focus and scholarly dedication can
achieve, Arnav won his last Scholar’s Award
in grade 9 and has since given up. Now he
lives his life in the moment, learning under
the tutelage of Bhargav and helping Harsh
gain the full hostel experience. The Oliphant
wishes him a long life, and will wait eagerly
for the day he grows his first muscle.

If you are a gym boy, The Oliphant feels
sorry for all the time you have wasted
waiting for Aditya after dinner. Be it the
prefect’s room, the gym, Hopetown, the
Wavelength board or the tennis court,
Parmar has been sure to walk away with the
participation trophy. A true sport and a
pleasure to be around, Aditya’s laughter is
just as entertaining as his anger. Although
Aryan Kathuria left some big boots, Parmar
has more than filled them, as the tenthies of
Ganga house would surely testify.

Lakshya first gained fame for his bulging
biceps. If you listen to people talk about
him, it seems like those are the only things
saving him from getting beaten up. Despite
his many talents, Lakshaya seems hell bent
on wasting them in the twelthies room of
Ganga, which he never seems to leave. The
Oliphant hopes Lakshya figures out how to
stand out, and finally learns the correct way
to control a crowd.

HARSHIL BANSAL

ANAND RAJ

BHARGAV SARMA

Alias Meetha, Sweety
Style Common Room, Tenthie, Benetton
Stigma Kabir Mishra, Kathuria
Famous Moment Fight Club

Alias Paltan, Bogo Don, DJ Ricky
Style Newz room, Bethany, Biryani
Stigma Dance Captain
Famous Moment Children’s Day (Dilbar lite)

Alias bablu, billa, baglu
Style JAW, SAW (VP)
Stigma Mr. Nagar Koti
Famous Moment Oliver Twist

Harshil is a sweet boy. No seriously, if you
ever talked with him, you’d find that he’s
probably the sweetest person you’ve ever
met. The fact that people like to take
advantage of his sweetness is sad. But
Harshil, despite his obscene strength, rarely
loses his cool. The Oliphant hopes he
continues to maintain his almost unreal
calm, and finally figures out the recipe for
the perfect coffee.

There is much to be said about Anand Raj, b-bb…but in d-da-the in-in…int…interest in more ffree om-olmets…omelettes in the pantry, we’re
not going to do that. A renowned cook, Paltan has
finally broken away from the crowd to become a
part of the various societies of Welham, both legal
and illegal. The fact that he has no talent
whatsoever is immaterial to the fact that his
presence, while never desired, is always
appreciated. Be it the Newsroom, the Art Room
or the balcony, someone needs to get the tea after
all. Apart from the pantry, Anand is yet to live up
to his full potential, and The Oliphant hopes he
finally achieves his dream.

Bhargav has brought welcome cultural
diversity to the school, from his manner of
speaking and his songs to the new stuff he
has introduced Welhamites to in the JAW
HQ. In fact, Bhargav has single handedly
convinced almost the entire JAW to visit
Shillong at least once. Changing from the
designated funny guy to a fervent devotee of
Shiva, Bhargav has been a mentor to many
Gangaites. Harsh, Paltan, Arnav and The
Oliphant board will always remember him.
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SUJAL AGARWAL

ANSH AGARWAL

SAMYAK JAIN

Alias JT, Traati, Ustara
Style Metallica, Compounder
Stigma Javelin gold, Announcements
Famous Moment (Rohan’s) Umbrella

Alias Kans
Style Yearbook Edi, VS Founder
Stigma Mihir, Big lips
Famous Moment HQ

Alias Jammy, Yumyum, Shaumyak
Style Dant Manjan, Dandruff
Stigma Kim Kardashian
Famous Moment Cross County Rank 98

Sujal has been Ganga House’s method of
reducing the amount of chatter on the High
table. Alongside Maneet and Chetan, he
probably holds the record for the least
announcements done by a prefect. His
improvisation skills are second to none, as the
electric outlets in every room he has lived in
will attest to. He also holds the award for the
most hilarious place to keep an umbrella,
probably an extension of his exquisite javelin
throwing skills. The Oliphant wishes him
luck, which he definitely needs, as a
vegetarian living next to the pantry.

Probably thanks to some doctored pictures from
eighth grade, there is a certain reputation around
Ansh. He has more than lived up to it,
graduating from a rookie to master. Along with
Bhargav Sarma he is probably second only to
DB Sir in the amount of lessons they have given
to Gangaites. Suffering from bad luck thrown at
him all the way from Nigeria, Ansh has tried his
best to forget about his Ipad as he drowns
himself in Math papers. If nothing else, he can
always swallow, blow or sniff his troubles away.
The Oliphant wishes him good luck, and hopes
he continues to thrive in secrecy.

The only thing Samyak has under his belt is
his expertise at editing. Using that singular
skill, Samyak has secured his entry into
almost every organisation across Welham.
His capabilities at leveraging such a marginal
skill must be admired. A man who is in touch
with his feelings, Samyak probably has the
worst roommate in the history of Welham.
The Oliphant genuinely regrets his fate. The
Oliphant hopes he finds a more comfortable
chair to spend the rest of his days.

MRINANK CHANDAR

TEJAS GOEL

ABHIJEET SINGH

Alias MC, Bhartari
Style Cali-burn , Boxers, DS Office
Stigma Soham, Ishman
Famous Moment Prefects Room

Alias Tinsukhiya, Nishu
Style Lakshya
Stigma Rajat Arora
Famous Moment Finansial Buoys

Alias Abhishek
Style Rubik's Cube
Stigma RDX
Famous Moment Cricket Inter house practice

Mrinank is a true loner, if Welham ever had one.
But sadly for him, his LED lit room always
attracts batchmates eager to spend time with him.
A guy who takes his image very seriously,
Mrinank seems to have taken up the mantle of the
worst dressed guy in school (those baggy clothes
have to be a conscious choice). Ironically enough,
his name means "the Moon", a fact that would
have been endearing if he actually used face wash
for once. It would be easy to pity Mrinank, but his
efforts into making himself unlikable have made
sympathy for him impossible (It also didn't win
him a lot of votes, it seems). At the end of the day,
The Oliphant wishes him success in life.

Tejas is an outlier in Welham. Despite
having no achievements whatsoever, he has
still not become a prefect. Immaterial of
that, Tejas, leads the cabal in the Ganga
twelfthies room. The Oliphant wishes…
Well, we don’t actually know what he wants
to do. Whatever it may be, Tejas, we hope
you succeed at it.

Abhijeet is the last member of the silent
cohorts that make up the ranks of Ganga
house. In fact, most people would be at a
loss to even recount how his voice sounds. A
studious chap who stays away from trouble,
and even more wisely, most of his
roommates, Abhijeet lives the life Ansh and
Vansh wish they could. The Oliphant would
wish him luck on his quest to get into IIT,
but it seems he doesn’t even need that.
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OLI TRIBUTE

Tribute to

Joshi Ma’am

N

ot a mother to two or three but to
the whole of the Welham family,
Mrs Nanda Joshi famously
known as Joshi ma’am is one of the
senior-most faculty members in our
school. She came to the school in 1979.
She was completing her graduation back
then when her husband, late Jai Ballabh
Joshi was appointed as a Hindi teacher of
our institution; she grew up with the
students here. When asked about her first
experience here, Joshi ma’am said that
she also felt like a kid amongst the
children of the school, always having fun
with them. She was like a student of the
school until she became a faculty member
as a Hindi and Sanskrit teacher in 1995.
Joshi Ma’am saw the gradual evolution of
the school, from the first batch of grade 7
to grade 12. She saw most of the students
grow up. In 2008, she was made the
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Housemother of Rispana and later
Krishna then finally made her way to
Jamuna where till this date Joshi Ma’am’s
voice is audible to the whole of Shikhar
hostel.
Joshi Ma’am has been a part of
Welham for 42 years, more than half of
her life. She devoted her whole life
towards the children, not even a single
boy under her care ever felt left out, her
warm welcoming nature made everyone
feel at home. She always gave the
newcomers a shoulder to cry on. When we
joined the school, we were told that she is
our second mother but she valued
everyone to like her own. From waking us
up for PT in the morning to switching the
lights off at night, Joshi Ma’am became
such an integral part of our lives that
without her voice echoing in the house, it

felt empty. She possessed a magical aura
that made any student open up to her. With
her wisdom and experience, she gave
solutions to a plethora of problems, for
everyone Joshi Ma’am was a personal
advisor. From 7th graders to 12 graders,
Joshi Ma’am was a well-wisher of
everyone. Not a soul went by the Jamuna
House without greeting her. Even her
scoldings leave a smile on our faces. After
so many years, parting from her would
only leave a gap in our family which could
only be filled by her memories.
Joshi Ma’am, your memories would
always stay alive in our hearts, we would
always expect you to be sitting at the
Jamuna House entrance, waiting to
rebuke us with a smile.
-Trayambak Pathak, X
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