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I only know how to exist when I’m wanted.
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Here is the background to this editorial: 
I’m stressed, and I’m told that I am the 
best person to fulfil this duty of deliv-
ering a message to the school every 
month. This time, I intend for this to 
sound like my diary. Out of all the 
graduation ceremonies I’ve witnessed, 
this one feels totally different. It feels 
different to step into somebody else’s 
shoes, along with the pressure to fit in 
well enough that your predecessor, and 
each one who has seen you grow feels 
proud of you. 

I am fond of flowers. I’m aware that this 
would surprise you. I promise, it will all 
make sense. Flowers are the sole inspi-
ration for me to pen this down. Flowers 
are beautiful, aren’t they? Well, each of 
us here at Welham is like a flower, with 
different colours and characteristics. 
I believe it’s the beauty of our flower’s 
individuality that defines us. Maybe it’s 
this specific time, when the old flowers 
shed and the new ones replace them.

As I previously stated, we are all flow-
ers. In this metaphor, this institution is 
a garden; it’s a home for each one of us, 
a safe haven. Maybe it’s where all of us 
belong. In this garden of various flow-
ers, some bloom too well, some never 
bloom, and some are plucked out. In 
this dynamic, my message to each 
person reading this is that, in the quest 
for achievements, pOlitics, and ac-
complishment, don’t ruin your flower. 

Teach your flower to love to learn rather 
than love to achieve. I believe the theme 
“Affection and Unity” can perfectly 
define the state of all people graduating 
today. Accomplishments end here, but 
affection only sources from here. On the 
contrary, for me and my batchmates, the 
beginning of the end starts here. 

In the beginning of the end, I have used a 
quote that represents each one of us. The 
quote makes us realise that maybe Wel-
ham makes us feel wanted, and leaving it 
would leave us with an existential crisis. I 
know how to exist at this particular mo-
ment and I am able to write this because 
I realise I have a purpose to serve. Some-
times, I think about what’s next in the 
sequence of events, and situations. This is 
the problem with me: I tend to imagine 
the very end rather than focusing on the 
present. Let’s just say, what’s supposed to 
happen will ultimately happen.

As I’ve personified flowers earlier, even 
flowers like us know the language of exis-
tence. There were so many flowers which 
were never watered; there were so many 
flowers which were never planted, there 
are so many flowers which would never 
make it to the shedding part; and there 
are so many flowers who could never 
grab attention. Flowers, like us social be-
ings, require assurance and love to know 
that they are desired. For flowers, this 
reassurance might be water or sunlight, 
but for us, it’s compliments. We need to 
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understand that, it’s never compliments which bring in a change, but the criticism.
 
I remember that in one of the “productive” English classes, Mr. Brahma Raina and I disagreed on the beau-
ty of poems centred on the idea of nature. Now that I think about it, I was incorrect in my thinking. I think 
there is a lot of beauty in nature, and basing my editorial on flowers says a lot. For me, flowers are the epit-
ome of romance. In a poet’s language, I would also say that nature is the epitome of beauty. I would say that 
Mr. Raina’s blunt comments always worked as a reassurance for me. Just like the flowers which were never 
watered, there were apologies, words and confessions which were never made. The Oliphant, I believe, is the 
soul of Welham Boys’ School, and it beholds every secret you would love to bury in it.
 
On that note, I realise I’ve made a number of mistakes. I’ve been inconsiderate and ignorant towards many 
people I know, and it just takes an apology to fix it all, but only if it comes from the very bottom of my heart. 
In this issue, where we talk about affection and unity, what is the best way to put forward an apology to 
promote the same? You are a flower; you are beautiful enough; let’s fix everything with your fragrance rather 
than your thorns. Also, to each one out there, it only takes three words to express both love and guilt. Let us 
give each other one more chance and forget that these thorns on the flower ever existed.

It’s the end for many of my favourite people out there, and I would say that you all are leaving a void no one 
can fulfil. I won’t take any names here, but for each one who made me feel wanted any day, this is a small pos-
session for you; I hope you cherish it. For Arnav, the shoes fit well, I think.
 
Morticia Addams once wrote, “Hearts are wild creatures; that’s why ribs are cages.” 

Here’s this piece of my wild heart for you to make it yours.

Love always finds its way, 
Pranay Singh Dhaka

Editor-in-Chief
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As the cold wind passes and the leaves grad-
ually fall to the ground, the cycle of life 
comes back once again to where it all started.  
Once again, our dear seniors who have been 
with us through thick and thin are bidding us 
farewell; once again, we embark on a jour-
ney filled with responsibilities. The moment 
we settle in school, we Welhamites strive to 
make an identity out of ourselves yet only 
some succeed to distinguish oneself. The 
school has a lot to offer to us, we all have 
something the school has given us. Even the 
darkest nights have given us the most gleam-
ing knights. The tragedy at times is when we 
are afraid of the dark and merely sit in the si-
lence of the comfort zone in ignorance of the 
uncertain. Legacy in Welham is a debatable 
agenda but sooner or later we shall realise 
that no matter how scary the night or how 
bright the day may be, we take the school 
forward. The spirit of Welham doesn’t only 
live within these walls, it lives within all of 
us and it is our responsibility to keep the fire 
aflame within us always. 

A lot of us only focus on what colour of 
blazer we wear or how many badges we hold 
but in this materialistic plane, it is the value 
which you hold that matters. When you pass 
on a badge to a worthy junior, you’re not 
giving them something to be only pinned on 
their blazer, you’re passing on your spark to 
them so that they keep it alive. 
When we see our previous reflections in the 
mirror, we realise that the school has given 
us a lot and now we shall mull over what we 
have given to the school.
The moment I held the school flag I realised 
that this is an achievement to be earned but a 
duty to be fulfilled. While we all work to-
wards the betterment of our family we need 
to make sure that we are not a part of this 
post but this post is a part of us for in life’s 

race many forget to forge their individuality. 

Many shall come after me and they would 
read this piece as I did read the pieces my 
predecessors wrote. The only law which 
makes us all unique in this chain of leader-
ship is that the post doesn’t add value to us, 
we add value to the post. When all my batch-
mates are at the verge of starting another 
journey, we won’t say it ends with us be-
cause we’re aware, it starts with us. All I ask 
people reading this who have an ambition to 
be the shepherd instead of the sheep, to aim 
for individuality and learn the art of standing 
out. Many try to be revolutionaries but the 
truth is a revolution doesn’t come from one 
but from many. I want you to contemplate- 
What are we? If not Welhamites? 

Fulfilling his duty,

Signing in,
Trayambak Pathak

School Captain 2023-24

School Captain’s Desk
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Ringside View
“Sometimes things may not go your way, but the 
effort should be there every single night.”

-Michael Jordan

Just like the quote by Michael Jordan, sports at Wel-
ham has had its fair share of ups and downs
but the zeal to keep going, and the spirit in each Wel-
hamite is what gives our institution hope
during these trying times. After facing continuous 
hardships and encountering countless struggles
the sportsmen at Welham have once again started to 
reclaim the trophies that the school had once
proudly held a tight grip on. As mentioned in the 
above quote by arguably one of the best players
who had graced the sport of basketball, even if we 
were to face hardships and go through trial it is
the effort that we put in from dusk till dawn that has 
helped us in getting through those
hardships.

The main concept is that rebuilding something that is 
in chaos is not something that can
happen overnight but happens over a period of time 
and we as Welhamites have proved that no
matter what may come at us we will face it head on 
and come out triumphant.

From being a kid who used to be fixated on my se-
niors doing their best on the court during Golden
Jubilee, to becoming the sports captain of this very 
place that has forged me into the man that I am
today its been an exhausting but a very exciting jour-
ney to say the least. This is also something I
would like to ensure others experience better than I 
did and become the best possible versions of
themselves.

Yes, I must say I am not here to tell you about my 
journey but to provide each one of you with a
reason to go on your own. Well this is not something 
which can be achieved overnight. The making
of a man from a child is a gradual process. So, never 
think that you have achieved everything because in 
reality you have simply
stepped in a pond while the ocean awaits.

Coming to how I will lead the school during my ten-
ure, I will take Welham forward from where it
stands today and shape all the Welhamites who have 

chosen to walk this path alongside me. The
events which were put on hold due to unforeseen 
circumstances will once again take place, and as
the Sports captain I will ensure that our school comes 
out victorious in all of them. The path ahead
of us will not be easy navigate but, it is one that we 
will have to navigate.

To end this address I would say that as the net suc-
cessor of this honorary position, I will make sure
to forge every Welhamite that has graced this institu-
tion into the gentlemen that they aspire to one
day become. With the unity among us may the 
mighty elephant move forward from strength to
strength.

Signing In,
Shrey Sai Vats

Sports Captain 2023-24
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As far as sporting events go, the Fifa World 
Cup is unparalleled. The amount of emotion, 
loyalty, and tribalism among supporters is un-
paralleled even during the Olympic Games.
Television cameras at the 2018 World Cup 
in Russia have shown spectators biting their 
nails, crying tears of sorrow followed by tears 
of joy, and yelling their hearts out in support 
of their countries.
For a long time now, athletes have pleaded 
with fans in the stands to be “the 12th man” 
and push them to greater heights of perfor-
mance at crucial moments. 
Studies conducted by psychologist Susan 
Whitbourne show that watching a game in a 
public place may increase a person’s stress 
levels, and this effect is exacerbated by the 
intensity with which they support their team. 
But if your team wins, you’ll feel an even 
stronger surge because of your devotion.
If you’re a fan and your team needs a victo-
ry, watching the game on TV is much more 
excruciating.
Most of you can see and hear what’s happen-
ing on screen, making you feel like you’re 
right in the middle of the action. You’ll feel 
like you’re really playing the game. But if 
you were a spectator in the stadium, you 
wouldn’t go that near,” she emailed CNBC.
As a consequence, the intensity of the expe-
rience rises, enhancing your emotional reac-
tions (both good and negative),” Whitbourne 
continues. Another source of anxiety when 
things aren’t going your way is wishing you 
could do something to change the situation.
Some people may wonder why fans of na-
tional teams go through all that. Does it merit 
such concern?
According to research, “mirror neurons” may 
be activated in a spectator’s brain only by 
singing the national song before the game. 
Because of this chemical response, even a 
spectator might feel the same gut reactions to 

the game as the players on the field.
“During those moments of glory,” Whit-
bourne said, “the brain is flooded with the 
chemicals responsible for excitement and 
joy, leading to waves of pleasure.” When the 
brain chemicals that facilitate empathy and 
social connection are produced, sports fans 
experience a shared sense of camaraderie. 
When this neurotransmitter is activated, it 
sets off a chain reaction that releases feel-
good chemicals all across your body.
However, spectators must use caution. Extra 
chemicals produced during German national 
team games in the 2006 World Cup increased 
the risk of cardiac issues in males from Ba-
varia by a factor of 3.26. Increased amounts 
of adrenaline and cortisol are often produced 
by the human body during football matches, 
especially the once-every-four-years World 
Cup. This causes the heart to beat more rap-
idly, the muscles to contract, and the blood 
pressure to rise. Even if you’re not a huge 
football fan, you have to admit this is true.
People who aren’t very interested in the sport 
itself may decide to attend a big game be-
cause of the parties and other social activities 
that take place before, during, and after the 
big game. Additionally, there is a kinship that 
develops when people are in close proximity 
to one another. People who appreciate sports 
but aren’t familiar with football might benefit 
from knowing more about it. Even if you’re 
not a sports fan or have no background 
knowledge, learning about the rules, the play-
ers, and the teams could be entertaining. If 
you believe Whitbourne of course.
As the World Cup progresses toward its 
climax, the pressures on teams and the stakes 
for audiences to feel invested in what they’re 
seeing will only rise.

Tanay Pratap
X

Attachment Factor in Football
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“The weight of the world sits on my shoulder, 
hold my crown, I ain’t got a cape so I can’t save 
you now.”–Superhero by Metro Boomin

‘Heroes and Villains’ is the latest solo showcase 
by the young American hip-hop artist Metro 
Boomin. No matter how conventional it might be 
portrayed, producing such a big and financially 
successful album is challenging. This album has 
proven that the St. Louis native is an incredible 
curator as well as a production exemplar. Metro 
has embraced a variety of heavy bass, rattling 
synthetic percussion and dark, gothic melodies 
giving the fans exactly what they had hoped for. 
The presence of phenomenal artists including 21 
Savage, Don TOliver, Young Nudy, Travis Scott 
and surprisingly, The Weeknd has really helped 
in glorifying the album to the very edge. Metro 
has in fact done the unthinkable by producing a 
cross-genre between The Weeknd and 21 Savage, 
a Sampling of Homelander from The Boys in his 
single, On Time with John Legend and many 
other collabs. 

Metro Boomin first demonstrated his pervasive 
vision in 2018`s “Not All Heroes Wear Capes”. 
This album had some of the rap industry’s most 
desired names flowing over a variety of soulful, 
eerie and emotional beats. Since then, all the art-
ists featured in Metro’s album have seen success, 
even growing Metro’s production credit list ag-
gressively. HEROES & VILLAINS is the second 
instalment in the trilogy. He also came up with 
two of his most iconic tags “Metro Boomin want 
some more –” & “If Young Metro don’t trust 
you, im gonna shoot you” and have since been 
considered an epitome. However his execution 
towards the genre-blending collaborations in his 
2018 production (“Only You” by Wizkid and J 
Balvin) turned out rather awkward and force-
ful but after a second attempt at it, he released 
“Creepin” by 21 Savage And The Weeknd in his 
latest album, which was a massive success.
The album cover features Metro wearing a suit 
and shaking the hand of his twin, who is en-

gulfed in flames. The cover is seemingly inspired 
by Pink Floyd`s 1975 LP ‘Wish You Were Here’, 
which similarly showcases a man shaking the 
hand of his twin ablaze.

HEROES & VILLAINS is a cinematic album. 
Listening to the first song of the album, you will 
observe Morgan Freeman returning to narration 
duty like he first did on Metro and 21 Savage`s 
collaborative album –Savage Mode II. We get 
to hear some narration by A$AP ROCKY too 
where he brings an iconic voice from a different 
generation to the mix. The superhero theme runs 
throughout the album, with every song title, 
lyrics and theme all tying back to it. The perfect 
example of this reference is seen in the single 
“On Time” featuring John Legend. We hear a 
sound bite from Jay-’Z’s verse on the posse cut 
“So Appalled” where he says “Dark night feel-
ing, Die and be a hero or live long enough to see 
yourself become the villain” coming from one of 
the most iconic superhero-themed movies, The 
Dark Knight. My favourite part of the album has 
to be the transitions between the songs which 
have been executed in the best way this industry 
has ever showcased.

In conclusion, HEROES & VILLAINS is an al-
bum with beautiful and mysterious melodies by 
Metro. Every artist sounded like they were strate-
gically chosen for each beat whether it was a solo 
or a collaboration. This is also an authentication 
showing Metro`s unmatched chemistry with 
diverse artists. The entire project is possessed by 
a sombre presentiment
which very well fits with what Metro has gone 
through recently. By embedding these emotions 
into this album, he has shown that all master-
pieces are backed by powerful emotions and pain 
endured by the artist.

Avichal Rai 
X

Album Review: HEROES & VILLAINS
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Artist Review: Hasan Raheem

Who would've thought that an MBBS graduate 
from Gilgit, Pakistan would be the first Pakistani 
artist to be featured on Spotify RADAR? Born in 
1998, Dr Hasan Raheem is a Pakistani singer and 
songwriter known for indie genre music. Hasan 
moved from Gilgit to Karachi to pursue his de-
gree in MBBS and later on graduated as a dentist. 

Many of us who hear about Hasan probably 
know him through his popular song “Aisay 
Kaisay” playing all over social media platforms. 
With the assistance of this mesmerising song, 
Hasan’s popularity as a young and zestful artist 
was boosted. 

A year has passed away listening to this song's 
nonchalant beats and I still cannot get over the 
never-ending chills. 

Hasan is extensively appreciated for making a 
cherishing music video of the song “Aisay Kai-
say” featuring himself. Watching Hasan vibing 
to his own song wearing a pink sweatshirt on the 
streets of Karachi provides a very realistic and 
distinctive experience tricking the streamer to 
feel his own presence inside the video. 

The Pakistani music industry has been witness-
ing sturdy competition among young artists who 
are winning hearts all over the world through 
their soothing music. Hasan Raheem has been 
pitted against another beloved indie artist Ab-
dul Hannam as his toughest competitor.  With 
over 9 songs, Abdul’s discography has been rated 
pretty good. In fact, Abdul Hannan And Hassan 
Raheem are discrete personalities. Both of them 
are Indie artists but Hasan through songs makes 
you feel the importance of love and Abdul makes 
songs which make you feel rebellious to falling in 
love (except Irraday). 

Raheem made his first debut while he was still in 
medical school. He used to spend his time in the 
canteen writing his songs which are now absolute 
hits. 

Hasan started to pop off in the COVID era with 
songs like Joona and his most streamed song yet 
“Aisay Kaisay” with 16 million streams on Spo-
tify. Last year,  he even made his Coke Studio 
debut with the song ‘Peechay Hutt’ with Justin 
Bibis and Talal Qureshi which was a major hit in 
Pakistan. This song was also played on the show 
Ms Marvel showcasing the love of the public for 
this song. 

Hasan has a very diverse spectrum in his music 
taste. His lyricism is off the charts. He can rap in 
English and sing in Shina in the very same song 
with an alluring touch. 

On 28th December 2022, Hasan released his de-
but album ‘Nautanki’ with 9 songs and each one 
of them has a story behind it.  

I personally consider ”Peanut Butter” and "Nau-
tanki" as the best songs of the album because of 
the imperturbable tone of the singer which lends 
them a unique touch from other compositions. 
But other songs of the album are also composed 
with utmost effort as they have received great 
reviews as well. 

Hasan Raheem is a gifted artist whose mesmer-
ising journey will be capable enough to inspire 
other millions of talented artists who desire to 
achieve huge fame around the globe like he has 
and I hope his voice never rests.   

Athrv Ahuja
IX
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The Fifa World Cup has been a treat to watch. This 
quadrennial event was the first in the Middle East, 
the first in a Muslim country, the first in mid-win-
ter, the first to be alcohol-free in stadiums, and the 
first to see no arrests of any UK fans. This World 
Cup has seen everything from the acrobatic finishes 
and dances of Brazil to the humble fans of Japan, 
it had it all. After 64 matches and 172 goals, Leo 
Messi’s Argentinian side emerged victorious.  The 
albicelestes have crowned the champions after win-
ning the final against the former title holder France, 
4–2 on penalties following a 3–3 draw after the 
extra time. It was Argentina’s third title and their 
first in 36 years, as well being the first nation from 
outside Europe to win the tournament since 2002 
and breaking Europe’s 20-year hegemonistic run.

Even without France’s big names like the 2022 
Ballon d’or winner Karim Benzema, N’golo Kante 
and Paul Pogba who unfortunately had to miss out 
on the World Cup due to injuries, the French squad 
made it all the way into the Finals. Props to les bleus 
for producing such refined young talents like Kylian 
Mbappe who became the first player to score a 
hat-trick in a World Cup final since England’s Geoff 
Hurst. Argentina captain Lionel Messi was voted 
the tournament’s best player, winning the ‘Golden 
ball’. Teammates Emiliano Martinez and Enzo Fer-
nandes won the Golden Glove, awarded to the tour-
nament’s ‘Best Goalkeeper’, and the ‘Young Player 
Award’, awarded to the tournament’s best young 
player, respectively. The tournament, with 172 goals, 
set a record for the highest number of goals scored.

Additionally, like all other previous editions, the 
2022 FIFA World Cup had shocks and surprises 
galore. The Moroccan side led by Hakim Ziyech 
were the real underdogs of the tournament, de-
feating European giants like Portugal and Spain. 
The Japanese side led by Maya Yoshida became the 
unlikely winners of their group - Group E - after 
their 2-1 win over Spain. No one predicted them 
to beat Germany 2-1 too! The biggest shock for me 
personally was seeing an inconsolable Cristiano 
Ronaldo walking down the pitch appalled by his 

defeat against Morocco. The Brazilian superstar 
Neymar Jr stated, “I am psychologically destroyed,” 
Neymar said in an Instagram post on Saturday. “It 
is definitely the defeat which has hurt me the most, 
which left me paralyzed for 10 minutes after the 
match, after which I burst into tears without being 
able to stop. It is going to hurt for a very long time, 
unfortunately,” he said. Even the world cup winning 
side of this world cup, the Albicelestes lost to Saudi 
Arabia 2-1 at their world cup opener in the Lusail 
Stadium which almost broke their willpower and 
questioned their unmatchable proficiency.
 
As the FIFA World Cup 2022 in Qatar comes to 
an end, Jio Cinema created a new record in digital 
viewership by surpassing TV viewership for the first 
time in India. On the final day, which featured argu-
ably the most extraordinary FIFA World Cup Final 
with Argentina winning the trophy for the first time 
since 1986, a record-breaking 32 million viewers 
tuned in to Jio Cinema. More than 110 million 
digital viewers consumed the content, making India 
one of the top digital viewership markets for the 
FIFA World Cup 2022. “The FIFA World Cup 2022 
captured India’s attention with a massive 40 billion 
minutes of watch time across Sports18 and Jio Cin-
ema”, the press note said. I would like to conclude 
this article with words of one of the greatest footbal-
lers to ever grace  the football field. 

Messi’s Win in this World Cup was not due to hard 
work of some months or years, it was due to the 
dedication, perseverance, and consistency every 
single day ever since he touched the football that led 
him to this moment. We all have some talent within 
ourselves, the challenge is to identify and nurture 
it to the best of our ability just like Messi and many 
others did. Nothing is impossible and no power in 
this universe can predict our destiny and The FIFA 
World Cup’22 is the perfect example of that.

Aditya Ranjan 
IX

Event Review - FIFA WORLD CUP
“Now Is All”

-Qatar (Host)
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Drama, thrill, crime, romance, CAT has it all. 
Released in 2022, it contains 8 episodes and 
throughout the run-through, you’ll be thrilled 
with suspense. The screenplay is fast and en-
gaging with twists throughout. The storyline, 
the script, the editing and most importantly the 
actors have been thought about and executed 
almost perfectly. This is also Netflix’s first Pun-
jabi original. CAT talks about the two dreadful 
eras of Punjab, the first one during the Khalistani 
movement of the 1980s and the second, which is 
being ruined due to drugs. Let’s first talk about 
the events that take place in the series. 

This series revolves around a pOlice informant, 
namely Gurnam Singh who disguises himself 
and works with the cartels that supply drugs. The 
protagonist started working with the pOlice as 
a pOlice informant aka CAT after the demise of 
his parents in a terrorist attack to provide for his 
siblings. The cop, Sehtab Singh compels him to 
infiltrate working as a CAT to get his brother out 
of the trouble he had gotten into doing drug deal-
ing. With time, Gurnam becomes friends with 
a drug dealer - Laali in the prison after saving 
his life from an attack, who got him a job in the 
drug business. He gained the trust of the family 
and eventually became an important member of 
the gang. Another important event in the story is 
when Gurnam is forced to kill Laali after he sus-
pects him of being a pOlice informant. Gurnam 
is very smart and will do everything in his pow-
er to stay protected, even if it comes to killing 
someone. Over time, he takes Baljit’s job and 
becomes one of the most important men in the 
cartel. Oh God, Janjua was very particular and 
clever about the ending. The series does not end 
like we think it does, it plays with us till the very 
end. Watch to know!

The protagonist is played by Randeep Hooda. 
He defines the very essence of committing to the 

role and the art of acting. There is complexity 
written all over this man. The central character 
is written so strongly that he fuels the world 
around him even when it is at its lowest. Ran-
deep portrays immense emotions through even 
simple actions like cleaning the floor and tying 
a turban. He is a gem of an actor and Netflix has 
capitalized very well on it.

Now, I’d like to mention the thing I personally 
appreciated the most. First was the number of 
characters. Unlike most series these days, this 
does not introduce incessant characters which 
just eat up the screen time. The characters in 
the series are limited, but the writer-director has 
used all of them beautifully. The other thing I 
really learnt from this series was about the his-
tory of Punjab. It has it all. From the Khalistan 
movements to drug racketeering. It also helps 
us understand the New Punjab and its pOlitics. 
Eagerly waiting for the second season! 

-Divyam Duggal 
X

Genre - Drama/Thriller
Rating - 8/10
Director - Balwinder Singh Jaljua

CAT - SERIES REVIEW
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In the ancient scriptures, there are 3 types of 
miseries or catastrophes; miseries inflicted by 
the body and mind itself, those inflicted by other 
living entities, and third, natural disturbances. 
To explain my stance more practically I will use 
the terms “bad” and “good” in the context of the 
conscience. Whenever a catastrophe strikes, the 
“bad” takes over your happiness and sadness 
which are both emotions and reality unaffected 
by how you feel inside. Once it takes over it’s as if 
one is being run through fear, shame, and inse-
curities. Notice how everything doesn’t get back 
to normal magically. The whole point of a ca-
tastrophe is defeated if you chase after luck. The 
concepts of “karma” and duty are based on this 
particular theory.

Catastrophes are often close to death. Now peo-
ple might take the literal meaning of death which 
is the end of the life of a person or organism 
but in this context, I’m talking about the death 
of certain personalities. In any kind of catastro-
phe, usually, one is in a state of flux. That means 
little parts of you will die, you have to let go of 
the idea if you'll ever be the same. This might 
be the level-up moment and that will necessar-
ily require sacrifice. There is also the possibility 
that in this situation one has the opportunity to 
completely destroy everything, in that way one is 
very close to death. Every situation that one faces 
carries the possibility that it might totally cor-
rupt one’s soul or it will completely destroy one’s 
motivation. Now, I have given you a problem and 
naturally one would expect an answer and the 
fact is, I have none. Only fleeting thoughts and 
opinions.

One such thought is a reflection through study. 
One needs to assess the situation, understand the 
level of chaos, bring order amidst that chaos, and 
what will help someone achieve that? Your talent, 
your courage, your grace, your fears, and your 
shame. Ask questions of your fears and what it 
wants, the next step is to “integrate’’ your good 
into your next effort. This integration will give 

birth to transformation. 

If you feel resistance even when you are dedicat-
ed to your cause, introspect; maybe it's time to 
give up what matters to you the most right now. 
Whenever you're ready to transform, you'll feel 
the pain of metamorphosis, give up what is most 
valuable to you, and you will find it easier to 
transform. Whenever you're trying too hard, the 
lesson is to let go of things, by making the ship 
lighter by throwing the cargo.

Vihan Shukla
XI

I WISH I WERE A BIRD

I wish, I could change, 
Change what? Myself, and my circumstances, 
I wish, I could make others forget and forgive, 

To change reality, and suit myself. 

I look outside the window, 
I see regret, 

They ask, you get sad too much, 
I say, it’s not my sadness, it’s my eulogy. 

They beg for clarity, 
I say, ’it’s to live to hear my own eulogy’

It’s about what you could have been, 
And, the day, your fate dies. 

I wish, it was all different, 
Sometimes, I wonder, 

Maybe, I’m a poem about flowers, 
How flowers glow to shred one day, maybe, that’s me. 

It will all end one day, 
This cage will break one day, 

How would it end?
Suffering ends with more suffering, we’ve learnt this. 

I wish, I could fly
I see myself too far from this barren land of pretence, 

Join me, maybe
I wish I were a bird. 

Eddie Munson

It Was My Solace and It Was My Pain
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Heartbreak and the inherent paradoxical dilemma 
associated with it.

Out of the inherently human emotional ex-
periences that connect us all to being human, 
perhaps the saddest yet the most interesting one 
is a “Heartbreak”. A word associated with the 
most intense feeling of distress that a person 
can imagine. Over the years as languages have 
evolved along with the civilizations themselves, 
the ways that words and phrases come to be 
often represent a certain history and context. 
The very word to me represents the ancient yet 
currently appropriate feeling of being wronged 
so badly that the heart, an organ associated with 
feelings and emotions in most cultures, is said to 
break. But for me this goes a layer deeper than 
just the phrase. Today as we live in an era of what 
I would personally like to call the golden age of 
mental health and yet the golden age of emo-
tional vulnerability, we can understand the word 
better. 

Although today, we claim to believe in the con-
cepts of nuance and grey areas it appears to be 
that we fortunately or unfortunately are tuned to 
believe inherently in absolutes. We unfortunately 
can’t actually comprehend the concept of mov-
ing on. We all have had our fair share of ups and 
downs and yet every time when we are in either 
the position of absolute victory or intense vul-
nerability, we can't help but feel that the state is 
permanent. 

Now, of course the term “Heart-Fracture ”doesn't 
quite feel satisfactory for me either, but we have 
to use it in the same sense. Also it represents 
a lethal but a substantial paradox. I, myself for 
example, remember a state of vulnerability where 
my heart was “broken” and believing in this con-
dition made me not focus on my priorities rather 
indulge in the lethal intoxicant that is self-pity. 
And when eventually and inevitably when I did 
get out of that stage, I could do nothing but look 
back and realise the dozens of opportunities that 
I blissfully ignored due to that feeling. It also en-
courages you to think of something which can be 
often summarised in nothing more than “a series 

of unfortunate events”. It turns a “I was really 
sad ” to a “I was heartbroken”,to a “A bad turn 
of events ” into a “Heart-breaking twist of fate” 
and yes a “I had a break-up ” to “she broke my 
heart”. I completely understand from personal 
experience that it is a basic human tendency to 
feel upset and indulge in self pity but I feel that 
this concept not only oversimplifies and over 
complicates our grief but also acts as a barrier 
in our process to overcome those stages. Also it 
creates a delusion of loss of control. 

It creates an image in the mind of the person 
that the condition is either beyond repair or 
out of his control. But the most essential com-
ponent of the process to overcome heartbreak 
is to take control and understand the fact that 
despite the events being fate, your reaction is 
completely in your control. I am reminded by 
this of a line which was said to me by a friend 
which struck a chord with me– “You have to 
feel confident in the control you have.’

Bimarsh Jha
XI
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W O R D
“Unity, and attachment often tend to ruin the 

concept of institution and its moral”

For
What is unity, why does it affect us so much, why are 
we so dependent on unity, are a few questions I’m sure 
many of you might have wondered about in the past. 
At a time when the human race was still struggling and 
developing in a new environment, unity originally came 
about during the primitive period. Humans had low 
survival rates and relied on one another for survival, so, 
in order to increase their survival rate, they started to 
stick together in groups. This idea is known as Unity, 
since it made them stronger and gave them a better 

chance of survival.

Unity can mean a lot of things for a lot of people but 
if we were to define it, Unity represents the concept of 
togetherness and the idea of all for one and one for all 
or a situation where people are in agreement and work 

together with similar motives. 

In institutions like ours, we place too much emphasis on 
unity, which becomes a fulcrum and a crucial component 
of a batch’s success and, over time, the maturity and 
efficiency of a batch are  measured by its unity. It sounds 
great if we just glance at it and move on, but when we 
dig deeper, we realise that we never considered that unity 
may not always result in positive outcomes, that it might 

not always be beneficial to institutions or its morals.

A group of people can be unified for a diverse number 
of reasons, many of which are not always constructive 
or beneficial for an institution and its morals. With its 
gift of togetherness and strength, unity also has the 
ability to corrupt and destroy. It is a double-edged sword 
which yields and provides according to its user. Unified 
people with wrong intentions working together can spell 
doom, topple nations or cause harm to many people 
in many ways, unity is a gift but only with the correct 
motive it yields positive returns. They say that excess of 
everything is bad and unity is no exception to that. The 

same can be said about attachment. 

Attachment too can be defined in a lot of ways, but the 
general definition of attachment is more like a deep 
and enduring emotional bond that connects one person 
to another across time . For example, some of the 
greatest sources of joy involve falling in love, starting 

a family, being reunited with distant loved ones, and 
sharing experiences with close others, but too much of 
attachment has unrewarding returns as everything is 
bound to fade away if you force it on someone or try too 

hard to make and artificial bond. 

The mistake that we as humans often commit is that we 
are told always to look at the positive side of a story 
but implementing the same in our lives can result in 
detrimental results as by neglecting the negative aspects, 
we are never focusing on the demerits of unity. Let me 
take an example of a famous idiom that ‘one apple is 
enough to spoil the whole bunch.’ Similarly, in the case 
of unity if even such one rotten apple appears, the very 
motive of unity will be defeated as the whole group 
will start to be in support of negative aspects which is 

completely against the institutional morals.

A very good example that unity is capable enough to 
ruin an institution and morals is a situation which is 
often very common in a country. Religious conflicts are 
the very example of how unity often ruins the concept 
of institutions and morals. People develop a sense of 
unity among the members of some religious group but 
when a conflict begins, instead of trying to bring an 
end to the ongoing violence, they tend to support his/
her own group to win over each other. Peace is the very 
ideal that is diluted here. This is a small example which 
portrays how unity can be detrimental to a society and 
the institutional set up. Critical analysis of unity will 
result in many observations i.e, a person is not able to 
oppose his unified group even if it may be choosing the 
inappropriate path, enmity between different unified 

groups etc. 

‘Divided we fall’...is one of the famous phrases of a 
quote on unity and it justifies the very argument against 
unity in a way. Whenever group members are divided, 
all of them will fall together thus instability will prevent 
them from bringing back the strength of their group that 
earlier existed and not even one of the members may be 

strong enough to unify his group again. 

Tejas Agarwal 
XI

Unity: A concept that tends to bring people together regarding  any cause. 
Institution: Bodies organised to execute the demands of a united group of people for the required task.
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Throughout history, unity is one aspect that made us 
strong and almost invincible in the face of calamity. 

Be it our profound independence struggle or any war 
that has taken place on the face of the earth, humans 

are not the only species that unite to survive, the most 
famous reference for this would be packs of wolves 

and herds of cattle; they are the most natural and the 
least adulterated species to be found on earth, and they 

too unite to survive.

As far as institutions are concerned, I believe that 
institutions exist if people refuse to unite. Our school 

is also a paradigm of an educational institute. The 
question here is whether the school would prosper if 
people refused to cooperate. Would our school have 

achieved its impeccable reputation if the teachers 
and students refused to cooperate? Probably not. A 

psychological survey has proved that when united and 
advanced in the fields of technology, our race ranks 
at the top of the food chain, but take that away and 

we rank alongside pigs and anchovies. Questioning 
whether unity somehow damages the integrity and 

morals of an institution is completely unjustified 
for unity itself is one of the many factors of any 
institution. The question here should be whether 

any institution can maintain its morals or even exist 
without cooperation and unity. 

Unity brings order to the world while diversity 
creates chaos, a balance between both is usually 

termed “Unity in the face of diversity”. Our history is 
flooded with where people achieved more than they 

could imagine and created almost perfect institutions 
(Rome), all due to unity. When people unite, they tend 

to accomplish more than they could have done by 
themselves. Hence the proverb “united we are strong, 

divided we are weak”. And a key feature of any 
institution is a strength that can be accomplished with 

unity. 

The morals of any institution depend upon its roots, 
which are created by a collective group of people. 

Hence morals depend on the principles from which 

the particular institution is created. For example, our 
very own school abides by the slogan “From Strength 
to Strength” which motivates the students to unite and 

achieve the desired results.

Jaap Sardana 
X

Against

W A R
“Unity, and attachment often tend to ruin the 

concept of institution and its moral”

Our ability to reach unity in diversity will be the beauty and test of our civilization – Mahatma Gandhi
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Penning down these words while sitting in the ga-
zebo, surrounded by the mulberry trees all around 
and the cool breeze passing through instils in me 
a sense of joy. Often being indulged in our day-to-
day activities, we tend to neglect our circumambi-
ent atmosphere which is full of astonishing things. 
Slouching under this shelter and my mind free of all 
worldly affairs (only for some time), I was trying to 
figure out something, and then suddenly I realised 
that whenever we try to pen down our thoughts or 
perhaps illustrate a story, we often choose a negative 
perspective (not that it is wrong but something that 
has now become a habit-at least for me). 

This time, thinking about the current theme often 
puts me in a state of bewilderment and I tend to find 
it difficult to express my thoughts on it with board 
examinations around the corner and a senior batch 
graduating like every year. It instilled in me a feeling 
which is a blend of nostalgia, despair, and also excite-
ment (only to an extent). Being astonished to see the 
theme of this February issue, I was wondering about 
the motive behind selecting ‘unity and affection’ as 
the keynote. I realise, it is my surrounding environ-
ment that has now changed my thoughts about this. 
With each batch graduating every year, it is this affec-
tion that binds us with our senior batch and unity 
that creates this special bond between a senior and a 
junior. 

Affection is not unknown to us, especially those in 
Welham. However, when we talk on this subject, we 
often tend to relate affection only to relationships 
that we have with each other but what I perceive of 
affection is that it is omnipresent. Each activity that is 
performed with interest can only be accomplished if 
we show affection for it. Painting canvases to having 
late-night strolls at the marine drive are the result of 
the affection that has developed within to perform 
these tasks. Every achievement is the result of this 
love that we show towards the activity which leads 
us to the achievement. It is often quoted, ‘Practice 
makes a man perfect,’ but perfection will not come 
until true affection is instilled in us towards practice. 
Legacies are an indispensable part of Welham life 
but they can only sustain when an affection towards 
achieving the goals is present and moves on with the 
same thrill from one batch to another. 

Unity. This does not need an introduction as it is 

related to every aspect of boarding school and it is 
justified to say that the whole idea of not only Wel-
ham but every residential school is unity. Not utter-
ing a word when asked by someone superior (teacher 
or senior) when your batchmate has committed a 
mistake (maybe a grave one) is one of the common 
examples of nothing else but affection towards one’s 
mate and the unity that exists in the batch which 
obstructs from mouthing any word or confession 
even in the ugliest times. They may look like simple 
terms but according to me, there may not be words 
deeper than these two-affection and unity. Affection 
and unity are interconnected with each other-unity 
is only possible if there is affection for each other and 
similar is the case vice-versa ! When there is unity 
then it illustrates that the people already involved 
have a sense of love towards each other. Ultimately, 
unity is a direct result of affection existing in society. 

In current times, Intelligence quotient (IQ) is quite 
a talked about issue and is a major parameter that is 
used to judge a person’s ability but I believe that this 
system is unjust as in the course to find the IQ, we 
often tend to neglect the most important aspect- EQ 
which is the emotional quotient. To many of us, we 
are quite unfamiliar with this term though it helps 
in everyday decision making. EQ is the measure of 
your ability to maintain peace with others, keep to 
time, be responsible, be honest, respect boundaries, 
be humble, genuine, and considerate, and here comes 
again the role of affection. One cannot develop their 
personality without instilling a good EQ which is the 
result of affection towards society and the work done 
by one. 

Carrying the school as a whole and setting a bench-
mark for the upcoming batch as well as the juniors 
may look like an easy task to many but we must now 
forget that it can only be achieved when we move 
from ‘strength to strength’ and this is only viable 
when there is unity and affection. 

‘It might look simple and easy but things that may 
look easy usually result in being the most difficult 
ones when in practice.‘ 

Atharva Agarwal 
X

Editor ’s
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We are social creatures, seeking affection and unity 
in any way possible. It is everything that matters, 
right?

Affection and Unity. These terms are very powerful, 
so much so that they influence our everyday lives 
and create life changing identities of people. This is 
the 21st century! Everything has changed a lot. Mind 
you, here we are not referring to the affection and 
unity which is related to relationships and dating. 
Ah, that’s the twist. 

Gen-Z, now this is interesting. This generation 
perceives affection and unity in a very different way. 
What I’ve observed, personally, is how every teen-
ager keeps bragging about how sad their life is and 
that there is nothing to be done about it. I know this 
sounds controversial, but let’s just talk sense and try 
to dissect this theory. What triggers us, the Gen-Z, to 
feel that way? Is it a traumatising event? Is it some-
thing bad that happened recently? No, these are not 
the reasons which tend to trigger bad mood or lack 
of affection ; it is the surroundings that trigger these. 
What I mean by this may feel very unrealistic but it is 
the reality. Let’s try to understand this way. “One bad 
apple spoils the rest in the barrel”. Ever heard of this 
metaphor? We get sad, we recover, we get better and 
we get back with our lives. That’s how it is, right? Or 
is it bragging about all our teenage years pretending 
about the lack of affection and wasting them? 

Think about it, what is it that actually causes lack of 
affection? An individual’s social skills? Looks? Phy-
sique? No, personality is everything that matters. 
Affection and unity are more than just emotions. It is 
a bond, a bond which you appreciate in every possi-
ble way. All of us are loved, some accept it and have 
a good time while the others get affected by that one 
bad apple in the barrel. Who is to be blamed for this? 
It is the person who has been affected. It is in the 
hands of that individual if he/she wants to get influ-
enced by the wrong.  

Unity is something every Welhamite finds relatable. 
We study in a boarding school divided into four 
houses with everyone competing ferociously with the 
prize on their mind. Telling lies, taking the blame on 
yourself, what is all of this if not unity? Each one of 
us, Welhamites, develop trust and harmony our-
selves. It is not something which is told to us, it just 

so happens that with time, trust grows. Now that we 
see our seniors graduating, it just happens so that we 
feel something to ourselves that triggers sadness. This 
is a great example of affection and unity. 

I, personally, find this topic very interesting to talk 
about. What I do to make myself feel loved is to 
rethink all the good things I’ve been provided with. 
I thank God for giving me supportive friends, great 
teachers and loving parents. That’s just how it is. 
I know there are scientific reasons and hormonal 
changes that trigger these emotions in teenagers but 
what to do? Just try to get over it. 

Divyam Duggal
X

Take
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Affection and unity, both of these are crucial 
aspects of an individual's existence. While one 
plays an important role throughout our lives and 
helps us get through some of our toughest expe-
riences, the other is more evident in our routine 
school life, hence the term ‘batch unity’.

Before I jump into the unity part of this issue’s 
theme, something which every Welhamite is 
somewhat familiar with, I would like to discuss 
the first fragment, affection, a feeling not just 
the reader of this issue but everyone around the 
world needs to feel so that they know they aren't 
helpless and alone in this world.

Luckily for most of us, we have someone close to 
us who will always be there when we are going 
through some of the worst times of our lives. 
This special someone could be anyone, it could 
be your parents, it could be a relative or it could 
be a friend. The situation you are facing might 
also vary drastically, it could be something mi-
nor, that most people won’t consider too severe 
like losing a toy that you played with a lot as a 
child, or it could be something major, like the 
passing away of a loved one. But, throughout all 
of this, you will have someone who will give you 
a shoulder to cry upon, someone who will show 
you affection when you need it the most. 

However, what we often fail to realize is that not 
everyone has someone who will always be there 
for them, or show them some form of affection. 
If we were to not have someone special like this 
the outcome is simple, in most cases we would 
give up on ourselves and possibly fall into the 
dark void of depression, one that is very hard 
to get out of. What is more important, however, 
than having a shoulder to cry on is, being the 
shoulder. If someone is going through a bad 
phase of his/her life, we should be there for him/
her, and show him/her the affection they need, 
the odds are they will also be there for us when 
we need them.

Talking about the latter part of the theme, it fits 
extremely well for the occasion on which this 
issue comes out— Graduation. In our school, the 
term ‘batch unity’ is tossed around quite often, 
however, the moment when everyone realizes 
this term's true meaning is when they sit down 
together, as a batch one last time. Although most 
of us wouldn't be able to relate to it right now, 
one day we inevitably find ourselves sitting in the 
main field while the choir sings, and we realize 
how truly important unity is for all of us, and 
what it means to us. 

Moving on, there is a reason that unity is often 
mentioned in the constitution of most modern 
nations. As a species, if we don't stay united it 
won't be long before we fall. All of this is quite 
evident from the fact that the most plausible the-
ory on how mankind will fall is due to humans. 
We have seen it occur only a few decades ago 
when weapons of mass destruction devastated 
hundreds of thousands of families, and the sole 
cause of all that misery was us. 

The last few years have perhaps been some of the 
roughest times that humanity as a species has 
faced in centuries. With war causing millions of 
deaths along with the Covid-19 pandemic that 
still pertains. In these testing times, not only 
does one need to show affection to others but 
also must stand together and be united. 

Ashaaz Ansari
X

THEME BREAKDOWN:
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As an editor of this magazine, it feels incredible 
to write for the theme that I connect to, with this 
magazine and my school. Everybody with a con-
science has their perception of affection depend-
ing upon their interests. The word ‘affection’ has 
always been regarded as a typical expression of 
love towards someone but is it really the reality 
or have we just accustomed ourselves to films 
that show such kinds?

 Everyone knows the fact that things that are 
not tangible necessarily do not exist . Something 
similar is the case with love. There is a thought 
which I have often pondered upon in my life. I 
believe that a person doesn’t build affection in his 
heart for someone else (unless there is a motive), 
instead, it is always right there for the next per-
son to feel its warmth. 

Moreover, for the other person to feel this 
warmth, it should not be necessary for a per-
son to make any effort as well. Some people like 
to serve their loved ones, but what about the 
ones who stay silent but care more than anyone 
around you? The present case denies them the 
right to feel love or be loved by someone else. 
When a loved one is lost, some might weep 
sorrowfully till the end of their life, but some will 
always be there and might stay silent and go to 
work as usual. But let me tell you that this doesn’t 
mean that they don’t feel sorrow, it is just that 
they might not want to express it to the world 
and, therefore, it is unjust to people who prefer 
silence with love or sorrow. 

 Let me take a relatable example. In our school, 
we Welhamites don’t limit our affection among 
ourselves, but let it flow to the various houses, 
their flags, their buildings and their lush green 
fields. In Welham, it would be the most un-
bearable day to live when all the fields would be 
empty, where there would be no sweat dripping 
on the ground because it is our pure love for 
this institution that prevents me and many more 
from parting our ways. Although this love may 

be silent, its warmth is unimaginable. We might 
not show our care and affection towards our fel-
low boarders, but there is something that we all 
know deep inside, which is that they will all be 
there for you every time you need them.

 But now, coming to the unity aspect of affection. 
This theme, if we see it, is very relatable if we put 
it in a context to school. So, at Welham, the main 
force that binds us is our love not for each other 
only, but for the various things that Welhamites 
extend their love to. It is this warmth that I and 
others feel within our hearts for the innumerable 
things that unite us. It is our care for the same 
things that set our day off on the same foot. Last-
ly, as I said earlier, affection is something that 
might not be shown but will live on.

Sanskar Gupta
X

Affection And Unity
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Ver’s’es

LOOP OF LOVE
We come into existence; we are nothing but living,

Useless to the world, still loved like a diamond, 
Protected from the heat and cold and hunger,

By the people, we call; family.

They tell us to look up at the sky,
Making us believe that we can go higher than that,

Also telling us to look deep down at the earth,
Asking us to be soft and ground to earth.

Shaping our personalities, they finish half their lives,
Ignoring their dreams to fulfil ours,

and yet some of us pity them,
Leave them and defy their existence saying ,

They did nothing for me but gave birth.

We forget what they did for us, what they taught us,
They taught you to look up at the sky,

But not to lose touch with your ground,
They gave you your life and you don’t unite with 

them

You may be higher than the sky now but, 
Once you fall, they will be the first to reach out to 

you,
Hold your hand and show you the beauty of the sky 

again,
Giving away what they have just for you. 

Keshav Bhatia
IX

Love is that worm
That grows under the soil

That lives inside us
And keeps all warm

Its age doesn’t exist,
It just sits in our soul,

It perishes for opportunists,
Who just feel the coolth

Some beg for it hard,
Others might let go,
Only one deserves it,
Who can give it to all

So let this flow around,
This sense- sweet and warm

Let’s set our feet forward 
towards a new dawn.

The warmth that you shed
It returns as well,

Knitting souls together,
With an unbreakable thread

Sanskar Gupta
 X
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It had only been a few days since the accident 
in which Jeff ’s parents had passed away. Since 
that horrific night, nightmares have not only 
tormented his sleep but also every waking hour 
of this miserable life that he has been forced to 
endure after the only people who ever showed 
him any sort of affection left him alone, in a 
world where he now has no one to go to when he 
wants comfort. The few minutes he has without 
having to relive the screams of his parents while 
the flames engulf them, he often thinks how 
mere seconds can change his entire life as he had 
known it.

At this point a few months have passed how-
ever, his situation hadn't gotten any better. He 
had barely managed to scrape by them trying 
his best from ending all of his pain and suffering 
all at once, once again mere seconds changing 
the entire course of his life. The people he had 
formerly referred to as friends had all but forgot-
ten about him, not reaching out to help him dig 
himself out of the deep void of depression and he 
continued to fall deeper. One particular morn-
ing however, when he wasn't feeling as gloomy 
as he usually did he went out for a walk and it 
was then that a mere few seconds would change 
his life again but, for the better this time. While 
sitting on a bench still caught in his grief, a lady 
came and sat next to him. 

As soon as he laid his eyes upon her he felt some-
thing he hadn't felt in months, hope, hope that 
maybe finally he had found someone who would 
give him the affection and provide him with the 
comfort he had longed for since the accident. The 
lady seemed to have sensed his grief and struck 
up a casual conversation, they continued to talk 
for hours but to Jeff it only seemed like a few 
minutes. Unfortunately, the lady had to leave and 
Jeff once again felt lonely, but Jeff went and sat on 
the bench every day hoping he would encounter 
the lady once again. Soon he started to see her 

every day and they would chat for hours. But 
this time around before she left Jack asked her to 
stay with him for the rest of his life, and she said 
yes. For the first time in nearly a year Jack had 
forgotten about the accident that had taken his 
most precious people away because he had finally 
found someone to stand in their place.

Within a week they were married and Jeff finally 
decided to take control of the reins of his life, he 
finally got back on his feet, struggling a bit at the 
start but, in the background he knew there was 
someone who would always be there for him, 
who would give him a shoulder to cry on when 
he needed it. He started to go out more often 
and made friends, and these friends, rather than 
abandoning always stuck by him, when he would 
reminisce about his parents and break down 
crying. Although he still missed his parents and 
had occasional nightmares he knew that now, no 
matter what, he finally has people on whom he 
could rely on, who he was confident will never 
leave his side, and more importantly for whom 
he would always present whether emotionally or 
physically. As of now he knew first hand what it 
felt like to never have someone be there to com-
fort you, and for people who had helped to climb 
out from the void of depression, that was the 
least he could do.

Ashaaz Ansari
X

The Helping Hope in the Helpless Darkness 

LITERARY AFFAIRS OF WELHAM
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If there is one thing about humans that is almost 
as primitive as our existence, it is our sense of 
belonging together as a species. For over mil-
lennia, we have lived together in communities 
and civilizations. Our species has seen the rise 
and fall of empires, the expansion of kingdoms, 
establishment of religions and belief systems, 
we’ve seen it all and it is because of these as-
pects which unite us all in a way. The concept 
of unity is understood to be well established in 
people of today’s day and age, but if questioned, 
what do we unite for? As a community, as a 
country, or even as the whole of humanity itself? 
Unity can be looked at through different levels 
or scales and the confusion about one’s belong-
ing to each of these levels is quite prevalent, 
especially in India. 

If we take a glance at the general social scenario 
in India, the unity of the people can be looked at 
in two ways: one, as the people who belong to a 
particular religious group or a community, and 
secondly, as united citizens of India. In the first 
case, the most common example will be of the 
Hindu community and the Muslim community, 
or even the Sikhs in India, uniting as people of 
one community and attaching themselves to its 
beliefs and well-being. In a country as diverse as 
India, it is inevitable for religions to form lead-
ership systems of their own to unite all people of 
the respective religions. It generates a pure sense 
of affection and belonging in the people towards 
their religion and also instils camaraderie among 
the people. 

Affection and unity are two things that often go 
hand in hand because they are correlated. Af-
fection translates to unity and unity generally 
leads to affection towards a particular cause or a 
group. The second case, however, is a situation 
where all communities put their religious dif-
ferences aside to make up a singular entity that 
is India, and they are the citizens of this great 

nation. While the common citizen may feel af-
filiated with both of these groups of civilization, 
life often brings us to a crossroad where we are 
obligated to choose one over the other. Reli-
gions try to create a social environment for an 
individual with mostly like-minded people who 
follow the same beliefs and are a closely-knit 
community. The sense of brotherhood that such 
an environment creates leads the individual to 
believe that they are not the only ones following 
a particular practice and that there are others 
like them. Places of worship such as temples 
and mosques are the central pillars that bind the 
community together.

But, at the end of the day, we are all Indians and 
the fundamental difference that sets our nation 
apart from others is its cultural diversity. It is 
that umbrella under which all of the different 
communities flourish and grow, and is actual-
ly what allows these religions to be practised 
safely, thus it is what unites the communities as 
a people. This concept can also be exemplified 
through Welham. In school, we are all Jamunait-
es, Cauveryites, Krishnaites, or Gangaites, but 
as a whole, we are Welhamites, as it is the Wel-
ham tag that allows you to be a member of your 
house. 

It is, however, saddening to see that organisa-
tions within this country such as media houses 
manipulate the people by projecting an altered 
image of what religion stands for. This results 
in repercussions that undermine the very idea of 
unity and can lead to an individual rejecting the 
concentric civilization model that I presented 
earlier, which will lead to the individual turning 
nihilistic, or- just another face in the crowd.

Shreyas Shah
IX

Rising Intelligentsia

‘United we stand, divided we fall…as what?’
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Defectorial Body
TRAYAMBAK PATHAK : School Captain

The truth doesn’t benefit anyone but The Oliphant 
and its readers. Mistakes of the mentor (wink, wink) 
were definitely not repeated by the protege. Although 
one can definitely note that Mr. Pathak is as distant 
to the sports fields as his so-called mentor was to the 
School Captain’s position. With all civil talks pushed 
down the drain, the proverb “All is fair in love and 
war” was seen to take charge of the School Captain 
elections. Maybe in an alternate universe Trayambak 
must have continued the legacy of being The SC and 
the Editor- in-Chief of this magazine. More than 
winning the elections, Pathakji is glad to win the 
challenge against his predecessor.  Pathakji has prov-
en that even though he is not good at everything, he 
is good at pOlitics(inheritance?). Even though he 
doesn’t call this a true victory, he was able to outfox 
the people above him(thanks to people below him). 
We wish our ed in chief(in an alternate universe) the 
best of luck for his tenure.

SHREY SAI VATS :  Sports Captain
It may be the first time when estimating the Sports 
Captain was dicier than the school captain. However, 
Shrey managed to continue his ancestral regime of 
making to the prefectorial body, established by his 
brother. The amount of affection we have for basket-
ball is immense, and that is very evident. The legacy 
for Sports Captains and Basketball Captains still 
moves on unlike the one shattered by the superior 
post (by none other than Pathakji). The current SPC 
managed to defeat his mate in mobilising support for 
himself. The question here this gentleman faces is not 
if he will succeed in bringing back the sport trophies 
that once this institution had hands on. The only 
question is, when does he even get out of the Basket-
ball Courts? It is rumoured that the SPC was asked 
by the Principal to work on his style, let us hope that 
he proves to be better than his contenders(hope is a 
farce?)

SANKALP GUPTA : Academics Captain
Well, we hope he is able to walk on the Investitures. 
Arham has realised that it’s not always pOlitics but 
eradicating competition through just existing.  How-
ever, I think this person took it quite seriously and 
this proved his allegiance to this post. Of course the 
favourite of every teacher, the Academics Captain 
was decided right after the 10th grade results. The 
astonishing fact is that unlike the preceding year 

the post for academics had become more of pOliti-
cal competition. The current Acadie chose to take a 
distinct way and clenched to this post without even 
asking for it. Juniors often wonder if this gentleman 
is interested in creating an academic culture (which 
they are quite apprehensive of) or only lost in his rev-
eries to reach to the IV league. Well, he is an artist in 
his own distinct ways. Let’s just hope to see him this 
year.(if you know you know)

Keshav Agarwal : Round Square President
Well, there’s not much to say here. Keshav’s gravest 
mistake would be his Bengali ethnicity. With next to 
no sports expertise, the RSP this year will lead us to 
his so-called ‘Greater heights’. Keshav and Traymbak 
seemed to be in the same boat trying to defeat some-
one who was not nominated, this alliance, although 
seemed beneficial, backfired for Keshav. The poten-
tial yearbook editor-in-chief sure deserved the posi-
tion if only he had that serious aura around him. The 
Oli wishes him and his beloved yearbook mentor/
predecessor the best of luck in their future ventures.
 
Sabhya Malik : Ganga House Captain
This year is not going as Malik planned it would. 
With a tremendous loss of time campaigning, the 
veto chose to disagree with the potential SC. Sabhya 
has now chosen to neglect his past prime and create 
an even better one. One where sports is not at the 
center of the map, but has been replaced by a thirst to 
be part of all and every publication possible. Sabhya, 
despite his many losses, has been trying to make the 
best out of the best possible year a welhamite could 
dream of, with his involvement in almost every field 
sport at Welham. The Oliphant in all sincerity wishes 
our school’s dude (if not the captain) the best of luck 
for all his future ventures (Welmun included).

Aaradhay Jain : Ganga House Prefect
A guy to be found in a million alone. Got nominated 
for the sports captain position but left out the most 
impartial ingredient required for the post (campaign-
ing). A similar scenario happened in the junior years 
of our new Hsp. Although the Oliphant surely no-
tices that our prefect doesn’t seem to learn from past 
mistakes. A trait he surely didn’t repeat in his house 
caretaker post. But our potential cricket caretaker is 
surely the kindest amongst the prefectorial lot this 
year. The Oliphant, despite its many sarcastic com-
ments, wishes that our Ganga caretaker/prefect helps 
the house reach greater heights. The Oli assumes that 
the sun will never bother our knight from Ganga.
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Aryan Rose : Cauvery House Captain
Mr Rose has proved to be the kindest yet most command-
ing of his batchmates. Despite his many qualities Aryan 
seems to be the most prone to be involved in the daily 
shenanigans of the school. Despite his very chill nature, he 
has taken up science which has gravely affected both his 
personality and sports performances (and things not to be 
mentioned in the Oli). Aryan has driven a one-way street 
consisting of achievements in the sports persona only. 
Rose seems to like the school much better than his home, 
always being the first one to report back. Our publication 
wishes that he achieves the true spirit of his house logo 
and unites the house the same.
 
Arjun Dang  : Cauvery House Prefect
Hard work pays off- these are some of the moral quotes 
which we see die a miserable death. This Cauvery house 
prefect is a true example of these so-called moral aspects 
who even didn’t expect his name to be part of this body. 
(truth or we just assume?). Quite apprehensive of the 
fact that he won’t be able to achieve the pedestal (due to 
numerous pOlitical reasons), the new prefect managed 
to deceive his lovely roommates. (DB). Taking the ‘zero 
to hundred’ legacy forward, Arjun leads his way to the 
High Table. We just hope that his predecessor gets out of 
the results hangover. We wish him all the very best for his 
future endeavours.

 
 Anjishnu Avi : Jamuna House Captain 
Eight years at Welham have finally paid off for our be-
loved Hsc. Despite his sporty personality, he has been 
denied captainship and recognition for the same. Under 
Anjishnu’s leadership, the Oliphant can guarantee one 
thing, that being, Jamuna won’t be disqualified this time 
around (hopefully). Anjishnu’s hulk-like personality will 
surely keep juniors on the edge and also make them abide 
by the motto ‘Work is worship’. Anjishnu is one of the 
few people elected that got the positions that were agreed 
upon by the outgoing batch. The Oliphant in all sinceri-
ty wishes Mr Anjishnu, the true essence of patience and 
punctuality.

 Gagan Agarwal : Jamuna House Prefect 
Although the tussle for the prefect’s position was intense 
one man stood apart from the crowd with his two colours 
(and a mysterious third one), after dedicating himself to 
the house, especially during the last two months of the 
term, Gagan managed to secure for himself the post he 
had aimed for. Mr Agarwal despite his 2/3 colours seemed 
unhappy (house tie issues) the reason could be the denial 
of the legacy colour he had constantly admired. The 
all-knowing Oli (despite all mentioned allegations and 
insults) wishes the future athletics captain the best of luck 
in his future endeavours.
 
 
Kritin Thokchom : Krishna House Captain

Well, a lot to say and not enough space to express. Where 
do we start from, the Sports Captain nomination or the 
much-deserved Hsc position? All done with the most in-
troverted personality Oli has ever seen. Not a single praise 
was advertised and yet achieved a very competitive post 
(that the Oli edi was also competing for). Kritin is much 
like an in-school Asian Messi (despite being a Ronaldo 
fan, height similarities). Krishna will surely ‘never die’ un-
der the leadership of our beloved footballer. The Oliphant 
wishes him the best of luck in his one-sided progress in 
school.

Saksham Agarwal : Krishna House Prefect
An expected yet the most thrilling nomination the Oli 
must have seen this year. With a spirit that favours only 
Krishna and no one else, Saksham will surely fill the 
cabinet in the woodseats hostel. Saksham has surely made 
the image of the most dominant guy in Krishna with a 
reputation for leadership he will never let the house rest. 
Saksham is a very mysterious man, a guy that can't be dis-
cussed on a platform such as this. The almighty Oli wishes 
him a good year and a very prosperous one with a variety 
of ventures and activities (hmmmmm).
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• Jamuna 10th is not seen on their late night 
strolls anymore.(Bigger Fences)

• The Oliphant Dinner got cancelled. 
(ALPHA-Q)

• Saad Khan didn’t remove the H & M tag 
from his jeans.(Return?)

• Anjishnu Avi posted a picture with Oreo 
Biscuit.(Hsp_j)

• The Oliphant Editor-in-Chief was not 
nominated for the School Captain’s 
position.

Alliances  Friendships

Sabhya Malik  Prakhar Dixit

Defectorial Body Prefectorial Body

Timely Issues  Late Issues 

Dumb CharadesDumb Charades Farewell

Krishnam Chawla   Gagan Agarwal

What’s In What’s Out
Ever Wonder Why?

Separated at 
Birth

Vishal Kumar Gupta Vihan Shukla

Andrew Tate  Aadil Desor

Aryaman Agarwal Pathaan

Desi Spider-Man Pahwa

Maulik Khanna  Laal Singh Chadha 

Saksham Agarwal  Achievements

Through the 
 keyhole

• Advik Rastogi: At least take us to nasa for 
Midterms. 

• Trayambak Pathak: beauty exists in the eyes of 
the beholder

• Yashashvi Kesarwani: My eyes no beauty exist.

• Shrey Sai Vats: The achievements are not coming 
to me.

HUMOUR
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Rumour Has It

• Divyansh Makheeja has been forming a lot of ‘ideologies’ these days. 
• OP Sir has been bunking classes these days.(11th HUM?)
• Sahil Gupta was dancing alone at the Farewell.(Until it lasted)
• Aryan Rose was screaming at the walls.(Practice)
• Anjishnu has a different outlook towards money these days( Prefect body 

dinners?)
• Trayambak Pathak is now bulking to cut. ( sports captain’s workout plan)
• Arjun Arora was seen cutting ties with everyone ( Cauvery House Photo)
• Nimish Goel and Montu are business partners. (Scam 12)

Those Ones
Kartik Goyal(on a call): What do you want? Up? Down? Back? Front? Just say. 
Ayesha Ma’am to Dilawar Soni: I know you are hiding something. 
Pranay Dhaka: No words yet said too much.(Hugs hurt)
Maulik Khanna: Let’s go to the crime scene.

SECTION



Published By: Mrs. Sangeeta Kain, Principal
Welham Boys’ School, 5, Circular Road,Dalanwala, Dehradun 248001, Uttarakhand, India

The views in the Magazine are of the contributors and do not necessarily represent the views of the 
Magazine and School. Reproduction in whole or in part without permission is strictly prohibited.

Copyright: Oliphant 2023
All Rights Reserved

Editorial 
Board

Editor-in-Chief: 
Pranay Singh Dhaka

Senior Editors: 
Trayambak Pathak

Vihan Shukla
Rakshit Khurana
Keshav Agarwal

Humor-in-Charge
Sabhya Malik

 

Cartoonist
Kaustubh Swarup

Virat Singh 

Editors:
Atharva Agarwal
Divyam Duggal
Aashaz Ansari
Sanskar Gupta

Senior Correspondents:
Bimarsh Jha

Tejas Agarwal

Creative Editor: 
Keshav Rungta

Teacher-in-Charge: 
 Mr. Raunaq Datta

IT Team:
 Mr. Rahul Sridhar 
Mr. Girish Prasad

Snap Of The Month


